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'PREFACE

» : X X T E bave bad. the Hiftory of FEfOp fo mary times over
! : "N/ andoverjand drefs’d ap Jo many feveral Ways 3 that it

oWV would- be but Labour-Loft to Multiply Unprofitable
ConjelFures upon a Tradition of fo*Great Uncertainty. - Writers are

divided about bim, almaff to all mariner of purpofes : And particularly

concerning the Authority, even of the: greater part of T hofe- Compoli-
tions tb:‘tgapaﬁ the World in his Na\me‘g:? ¢qu,P the Story i,sfwme d’:l{;l
%0 s Jo Dark and Doubifi;: that ‘it is dmpoffible:to Diftinguifb the
Originil from the Copy : And'to fay, which of the Fables-are fE-
fops, and which not 3 which are Genuine, and- which Spuirious :
Bejide, that there are divers Inconfifténicies upon the Point of Chro-
nology, in the Account of bis Life, (as Maxinus Planudes, and
Otbers bave - Deliver’d it) which the whole [Earth éan never Reconcile.
Vavafor the Jeluite, in a Tract of bis, de Ludiera Diétione, takes
Notice of fome four or five Grofs Miftakes of This Kind. [Planudes
(fays %e) brings Zfopto Babylon, m the Reign of Lycerus ; where
there never was fuch a Prince heard of, from Nabonaffar ( the
firt King of Babylon) to Alexanider the Great,- He tells us of his
going into Agypt in the Days of Kitig Neffenabo 5 'which Nette-

g ‘abo came not into- the. World- tilt well nigh' Two Hundred
B Yearsafterhim. And fo he makes hiim GréethisMiftrifs up+
on his firft Entrance - into his - Mafter’s Houfe; ‘with 4 bittet

Sentence againit Women out of ‘Euripides ;; {as he pretends )
swhien yet Zfop had been Deadya matter of Fourfcore Years,be-
fore T other was Born. And onte again;He britigs him in, Talk-
p ing of the Pyraean Part, in his Fible of the Ape aned the Dolghir :
é A Port, that the very Naine on’t was never thought of, till a-
A bout the Sewenty Sizth Olympiad : And-FEfop was Murder'd, in the
Four and fti'th.] Thisis enough in-All Confcience; to Excufe any
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Man from Jaying over-mmch Strefs upori the Hiftorical Credit of a Re:
Iation, that comes fo Blinlly; an o Varioufly Tranfpittedto us : Over
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The PREFACE.

and above, that it is not one jot to our Bus'nefs ( further than toGra-
tify an Idle Curiofity) whether the Fat be True or Falle ; whether
the Man was Streight, or Crooked ; and his Name, Efop, or { s
Jome will have it) Lochman : In all which Cafes, the Reader is Left
at Liberty to Believe his Pleafure. We are not here upon the Name,
the Perfon, or the Adventures of this Great Man ; but upon the Sub-
JecF o bis Apologues and Morals ;. And not of His alone, but of fe-
vérabgtber Eminettt Men that have Written after bis Copy ; and a-
bundhely Contribited int thofe Labours, to the Delight, . Benefit, and
Inftruction of Thofe that were to come after them.

There are, 'ts T e, a Certain Set of Mornfe and UntracFable Spi-
vits in the World, that Jook upon Precepts in Emblem, as they ds upon
Gays and Piltwres; that areonly fit for Women an.d Children, and
look uupon them to e no better than the Fooleries of fo manyOld Wives
Tales. Thefe are dyort of P eople. that are Refolv'd to be pleas’d with
nothingyhat isnot Unfociably Sour,Il Natui’d and Troublefome;
Men that make it the Mark as well as the Prerogative of « Philo-
lofopher;to be Magifterial,and Churlith 5 4s if « Man could not
be Wit and Honelt,without béing Inhumane ; vr,l might bave faid,
withaut putting an Affront upon. Chriftian Charity, Civil Society ,
BDecericy andGood Manners - Bu: they arenot aware Al this while,
hat the Foundations of Knowledge and Vistue dre laid in our
Childhood ; when Nothing goes Kindly doton with ws,that is not Sea-

for'd flld Adapted v the Palate aind Capacity of thofe Tender Years.
“Tis in-the very Nature of s, finft, to be Tnguiftive, and Hankering
after New and New Sights and Stories : And 2dly, No Jefs Sollicitows
10:Learn and Undeiftand the Truth and Meaning of what-we See
and Hear : Sothatbetwixt the Indulging ani Cultivating of This Dif-
pofition,or Inclination, on the One band,and-the Aplying of a Pro-
Jitable Moral to the Bigure, or: the Fable,.on the Other, bere’s the
Sum.of All thatcan be done.upon: the Point of a Timely Difcipline
and Inftitution, toward the Forming of an Fonourable, and a Vertu
ous Life.  Myft Certainiit is; that without This Early Care and At
tention, upon the Main, we are as good as Loft in our very Gradles 5
for the Principles that we Intbibe in our Youth, we carry commenly to
our Graves ;' and it is the Education, in fbort, that makes the Mar
To fpeak All,,. i Feww Waordsy Children are but Blank Paper,
ready Indifferently for any.Impreffion, Good or Bad ( for they take
Al upon Credit)and it is -much in the Power of the firft Comer, to
Wiite Sainty or Devil upon’t; which of the Two He pleafes. Wherefore
let the Method of Communication be never_fo Natural and Agreeable ;
the

fure, upon
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— T e - . Pro-

11, if the Matter be not Smte:d to the Pru-

iizgjetttg,éft;fzgﬁg;ﬁn{iermﬁ that is Requiftteinthe Exercifeof
ernce,

Jucha Fun&ion. Now this is @ Nicety that Deperzd.c, in-a Great Mea-
U .

i i d Good
Care, Providence, Sobriety, Condutt an ‘
Example :?Pai‘fer;ts, Guardiarjxs, Tutors, c.  Nay it Defeend s
to):;e fu[e)rj Choice of Juch Nuirfes, Selrvantbs; a];zi‘ i“amlhe} (Y,z?;g}gle-
; Iy themfelves Diligently to the Difcoarge o fice.
oﬂ?qa;;i;mil.f ;g}f:gld All Difpute, I ﬁtppaﬁ, tbzttbe Delngt ;’?}i‘zg?
; Ties much toward the Hearing, Learming, and f
‘}gg?edé;z:?e;zj So this Confideration bi)o s fm;]b tg: at:r;iw 2}; ‘li\z:e
veftion to begin our Approaches upon toat (LUarier )
?”i:ilat]i?zmo?ztﬁr; inif Jome ﬁ;};&f Senfe, an(_i ‘Underﬂ'andng of tbet;
]; ty jnd This may moft ProPerly be done in a way of Hlﬁ;{g’{ an
Mu 2’11 + and in fiich a manner, that the Truth and Reafon of 11.1%;;
ma; be rtificially and Effectually Irg/inuagd, an%xt{)} S}o::;r,L Z”t?, "
i p fed One : Butthen 3 :
of a Real Fa&; or of a Suppofed G el e
be Gilt and Sweeten’d,yas we Order It ' 5
ﬁiimgl:ﬁeﬂ;?}be Difguft of the RCZ‘:? f’{ fogéd kol;ir:,w b;ib ‘:;z E\';e;;:
in Health, that we loveto be Inftrucied,
e 47 i Pleafure, Thisis an e has ol bt fea}‘ﬁr:é
, i g nger u
i lume : But without D any long: > 1.
sz%?ﬂ?jﬁfﬁfitb fome fbart General “Fouthes, am{ fo Pra{eef{i.ﬂ
“ It may be laid down in the Firft Place, ﬁzr an pgwgsrfa. u i é
never to fuffer Children to Learn )41:1} thl;:%; bgjm:ay g;zn::b% gw
. A . . > :
Hearing, with Them, is Learning) bu by
ir Lives.after. And itsis notﬁj:iaetgtm 'y H
Zvrego:lej:{'l ‘:;?e;:zyLTII?I::qufI;Z IzVor% ar Deazé;,1 Zb/fg :%m;tlglgcg[pwd:éﬁg?
and Difhoneft ; but there are Trwenty-Infipra LW ‘,b por Y
T:  oline Witticifms, . that Jooks:as.if they. id ne.
Frothy Jefts, and Fingling 1Cims, o the Dfa-and. Liking of
Hurt in them ; and yet the Wonting 0f us oth M',f,l‘mderﬁmdmg
Thefe Levities, Leads, -and Innures us to e o
o e lefs Dangerous than a CW”%‘E-"’”. fan-
of Things, which is no e R
; b oneed of -Entertainting $0sin .
I;'i;;eriefﬁlgi:;i}zjgt jt?) ::;c:b Zbdice o ‘Uféﬁdh zfat;_e;&tb.z{zid,ari ;:- ?n;;;l
2 ichly. 3 ; bis Method of Iafbeaction and Injte
Cheap. Briefly, inthe Cafeof T Method of Infbinct e
i b Je Figure'be Clear'and Pertinenty oy
tution, let but the Fancyor the T1g rand Potinnt, ond it
. s the DirelHion.of it can never fuil of beibig 0. B
ul?ifozf i/;?s é)faa, ;'chf.Caéftion upow the Condut of the _4ﬁaz(, Téﬁ
Humour of Mythology may turn tea Poyfon in| ead if _Nomx-ém
tnent : And. ander the Pretext of a Lecture of Good: Government,

o' Vapi ; ch.- Fer
Degenerate into an Encouragemeztt: Vanity ond Debau p
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while the Memory is Firm, and the fudgment Weak, it is the Di-
re&or’s Part to Judge for the Pupil, and it is the Difciples #o Re-
member for Himfelf ; And we are alfo totake This along with us.
thatwhen'a Child has once Contraled an Il Train or Habit, it will
Coft as much time to Blot out what be is to Forget, as to Po,ﬁﬁ bim
of what ke is to Retain in his Memory.

Let it ot be Underftood now,as if the Thing it felf wereChildifh
beca{z_ﬁ) of the Applicationof it ; or as if Boys and Men were ot
Indifferently-of the Jame Make, and Accountable more or lefs for the
Jame Farzf.’tié: and Duties. So that the Force and Dignity of This way
of Operation, holds good in all Cafes alike ; For there’s Not/aing makes
a Deeper Impreffion upon the Minds of Men, or comes Lively to their
Un lerftanding, than Thofe Inftructive Notices that are Convey'd to
them by Glances, Infinuations, and Surprize ; and under the Cover of
Jome Allegory. or Riddle. But, what can be faid more to the Honour
of this Symbolical Way of Moralizing upon Tales and Fables
than that the Wifdom of the Ancients has been fHill V¥ rapt up in Veils
and Exguyes 5 and. their Precepts, Councels and [alutary Monitions for
the Ordering of our Lives and Manners, Handed down to us from all.
Antiquity under Innuendo’s aid Allufions ? For what are the -
gyptian Hierogliphicks,anil the whole Hiftory of the Pagan Gods;
The Hintsyand Fictions of-thé Wife Men of Ol but in Effect,a kind
of Philofopical. Mythology : Which is, in truth, no other, than a

_ more Agreeable Vehicle found.-out for Conveying to us the Truth and
Reafon of Things, through the Medium of Images and Shadows.
But what needsany thing more be faid for the Reputation and Autho-
rity of This Pratice and Invention,confidering the Frequent andthe E-
difying Ufe of Apologues in Holy Writ : And t/at our Bleffed Savi-
our Himfelf, has. not anly Recommended, but inculcated, This way of
Fepching by Parabies, both in bis Dottrine and Ezample , cs the
Mediis that Divine Providence made ufe of for Gaining the Idolaters
and Titfidels over to the Chriftian Faith © W hat was it that Lr&dgbi even
Da‘yid himfelf to'a Sight and Deteftation of bis Sin inthe Ma!,ter of
Uridh and to'a Senfe of bis Duty, by the Prophet Nathan’s telling
binn a Story at a Diftance (and by God’s Own Direction too) of s Rich
Muinthat had 2'World of Sheep himfelf, and forc'd: away a
Poor Man’s:Only Lamb from him," that. he Lov'd ashis Own
Soul ? How did David take Fire-at this Iniquity in Another Man, till
npsn fecond T houghts his Confcience broughs-it-home to bis Own Cafe,
anit faic’d bim to- pafs Judgment. upon Himfelf 2. Now this is but ac-
cording to the-Natuval Biafs of Human Fraplty, for every Manto be
S o Partial
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Partial to bis own Blind-fide,and toExclaim againft the veryCounter-
part of his Own Daily Pracfice. Aswhat’s moreOrdinary,for Example,
than to have the moft Arbitraryof Tyrants,to fet up for theAdvocates
and Patronsof Common Liberty ; of for the moft Profligate of Scof-
fers and Atheifts,to Value themfelves upon a Zeal for the Power,an{
Purity of the Gofpel ? In twoWWordsWhat's moreFamiliar than to fee
Men Fighting the Lord’s Battles (as they call it) againft Blafphe-
my and Prophanenefs,with One band ;and at the fame time offer-
ing Violence to bis Holy Altars, Church and Minifters with the
Other! Now Thefe People are riot be dealt withal but by a Train of
Myftery and Circumlocution ; a Downright Admonition looks liker
the Reproach of an Enemy, then the Advice of a Frierid ; or at the
Beft, it is but the Good Office of a Man that has an Il Opiriion of s
And we do not Naturally Love to be Told of our Faults,by the Wit-
neffes of our Failings. Some People are too Proud, too Surly, too

Ampudent, too Incorrigible, either to Bear, or to Mend upon the Li-

Berty of Plain Dealing. Others are'too Big again, too Powerful,
too Vindi&ive, and Dangerous, for either Reproof or Councel,
in Dire@ Terms. They Hate any Man that’s but Confcious of their
Wickednefs, and their Miferyis like the Stone in the Bladder; There
are Many Things Good for't, but there’s no coming at it 5 and  neither
the Pulpit, the Stage, nor the Prefs, Dares o much as Touch upon't.
Flow much are we Oblig’d then, to thofe Wifé, Good-Men, that have
furnifbd the World with fo fure, and fo Pleafant an Expedieit, for
theRemoving of All ThefeDifficulties | And tofop in the Firft Place,
as the Founder, and Original Author, or Inventer of This Art of
Schooling Mankind into Better Manrters 5 by Minding Men of their
Ervorswithout Twitting ibem for what's Amifs, and by that Means
Flafbing theLight of their OwnConfciences in their OwnFaces. We are
brought Naturally enough, bythe Fudgment we pafs upon the Vices
and Follies of our Neighbouts;to the Sight and Senfe of our own 5 and
Efpecially, when we are led to the Knowledge of the Truth of Matters
by Significant Types,and Proper Refemblances ; for we are much
more Affected with the Images of things.than with the True Reafor
of them. Men that areShot-free againftAll the Attagues of Honour,
Confcience,Shame,Good Faith,Humanity,or Common Juftice;
bave yet [ome Weak-fide or otherJike Achille’s Heel, that was never
dipt ; and This Contrivance of Application,by Hints and Glances, is
the Only wayunder the Heaensto Hitit.{ Who fhallfay toa King,
What doft thou 2] comes up to the very Strefs of this Topique.

There'sno Meddling with Princes, cither by Teat, or Argument.
. Morality
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Morality is not the Province of a Cabinet-Councel : 4nd Ghoftly
Fathers Signify nomore then Spiritual Bug-bears, in the Cafeof an
Unaccountable Priviledge. Tell the Houfe of Ifrael of their Sins,
and the Houfe of Facob of their Tranfgreflions : was a Guide,
Undoubtedly, like an Old Almanack, for the Year twas Writ in;,
but Change of T'imes and Humours, calls for New Meafures and
Manners ; and what cannot be done bythe Dint of Authority,or Per-
fwafion, in the Chappel, or in the Clofet, muft be brought about by
the Side-Wind of a Leture from the Fields, and the Forrefts. As
the Fable of the Raging Lion Preaches Cautionyend Moderation
to the Extravagances of Cruel,and Ambitious Rulers, by fhewing
them that Tyranny is the Scourge of Humane Nature,in O{Poﬁti—
onto All theBleflings of aWell-Order’dGovernment ; and that they,
do butPlague other People, totheir Own Infamy, and Ruin. The

Old Lionin Difgrace, Reads a Leffonto us of the Improvidence,
and the Defperate Confequences of a Riotous, and a Carelefs
Youth. The Fox in the Well, bolds forth to us upon the Chapter of
aLate Repentance. The Frogs Petitioning for a King, bids Peo-
ple bave acare of Struggling with Heaven for they know not what.
It i5 Certainly True, that the moft Innocent Illuftrations of this Quality
may lie open to a Thoufand Abufes and Miftakesby a Diftorted Mif
application of them to Political, or Perfonal Meanings; bur Thofé
Capricious Fault-Finders, may as well pick a Quarrel with the
Decalogue it felf, uponthe fame Pretence ; if they /hall come once to
Apply to This or That Particular Wicked Man, the General Rules
“that are Deliver'd for the Government of Mankind, under fuch and
foch Prohibitions ; as if the Commandments that Requive Obedience,
and Forbid Murder, Uncleanefs, Theft, Calumny, aind the like,
were to be Struck out of the Office,and Indiced, for a Libellous In-
nuendo upon Allthe Great Men that come to be Concern’d in the Pains.
and Forfeitures therein Contain’d. In fine, ’tis the Confcience of tbe
Guilty, in Al Thefe Cafes, that makes the Satyr. Here is enough
faid, as to the Dignity, and Ufefuine(s of This way of Informing the
Underftanding what we Ought to do, and of Difpofing the Will
to ACF in a Conformityto that Preception of Things ; having fo Clear
an Evidence of Divine Authority, as well as the Praétice of the
Beft of Men, and of Times, together with the Current of Common
Confent, Agreeing all in favour of it. I jball now Wind up what I
“have to fay, as to the Fables Themfelves, the Choice, the Intent,
and the Order of them, i1 a very Few Words.
When I Firft put Pen to Paper upon This Defign, I bad in my

FEye
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Eye.orily-the Common School-Book; as it ﬁandr,’irg the Cambridge
and Qxford Editions of it under the Title ‘of [ Blopi Phrygis
Fabule ; unacum Nonnullis Variorum Autorum Fabulis Ad-
ellis : | Propounding.to my - [elf at that Time, to follow the wery
Coorfe and Sevies of  that Collettion 5 and in One Word, to Try what
-mmight be done, by makingthe Beft of the Whole, and Adapting Proper
and Ufeful Dolrines to the feveral parts of it toward the turning of
an Excellent Latin Manuvel of Movals and Good Comncels, into
TolerableEnglithOne.' But uponfumbling Mattters and T boughts
together,andJaying One thing by Another ; the very State and Coni-
tionof ‘the Cafe Before me, together with the Nature arid the Reafon of
the Thing;gave e to Underftand, that this way of Proceeding would
never Anfarimy End. Infomuch that upon this Confederation, I Con-
Jislted other Verfions of the fume Fables; and made iy Beft of the
Chaice.  Some that were Twice or Thrice over, und' only the felf
Jame Thing in other Words ; Thefe I - fruck out, and made One
Specimen ferze for the reft. To fay Nothing of - here and there &
Trivial, or a Loofe Conceit in the’ Medly, more than This ; that [uch
as they arey I was under fome fort of - Obligation b ‘tirke them in for
CarrZoan_y; andin fhort,Good, Bad, and Indifferent, Oné with Another,
2o the Number.in the Total, of 383 Fables. Tothefe; I have likewife
fubjoin’d aGonfiderable Addition of other SeleF Apologues, vut of
the moft Celebrated  Authors that are Extant upon that Sabjel?, fo-
wards the Finifbing of the Work. As Phadrus, Camerarius, Avi-
enus, Neveletas, Apththonius, Gabrias, or Babtias, Baudoin,
La Fontain, Efope en Belle Humeur; Audin, .’ o
"Anothet Marn in my Place now, would perbaiy take it for a Notable
Stroke of Arty Good Breeding, to Complement the Réddet with Twen-
ty Fooleries of Apology,and Excufe, for fuch an Thilertaking : As
if the HonefteS}, and the moft Neceffary Part of 6 Mawt's I_z'ffv, imd
Bus'nefs, were a thing to be Afbam’d o Now Al that I bave to [2y
upon this Common Place, is in Threé Wordsy tbut T neant well m
what I have dine 3and-let the Performance be what'¥%:will, I Lon-
fort my Jelf yetin the. Confeience of a Good Infentih: I/hall’ riot
Charge anyof My Failings'upon the Impottunity of my Friends,though
I bave not wanted Earneft and Powerful Inftances-and Encourage-
ments to proceed upon This- Work ; over and abovethe Impulfe of a Na-
vural Curiofity and Inclination'that led-me to't. But'thefe-were Témp-
tations that I cold Eafily-bave Refifted, or put by, iri favour'of 2
Carcafs that's in o maner.paft Labour 5 if it bad not been for Anvtber
Motrve,that 1/ball now tell the Reader in Confidence,and fo Concly fe.
This
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This Rhapfody of Fables is s Book Univer ally Read,and Taught

“in All aur Schools ; but almoft at fuch a Rate a5 wé Teach Pyes and

Parrots, that Pronounce the Wards witboutﬁ much aA,Gueﬂing af:the
Meaning of them : Or totake it Another way; the Boys break their Teeth
upon the Shells, without ever..coming near. the Kernel.. " They Leatn

the Fables by Leffons, and the Moral is the léaft part of our Care ina
Child’s Inftitution : [o that take Bothtogether, and the One i ftark Non-

fence, without the Application of the Other ; befide that the DoFrine it
[elf, as we bave ity even at the Beft, falls Infinitely fhort of the
Vigour and Spirit of the Fable. To Jupply T'his Deféck naw, we have
had feveral Englifb Paraphrafes and Effays upon fEfop; and Divers
of bis Followers, both in Profe and Verfe : the Latter have perchance
Venturd alittle too far from the Precife Scspe of the Author upini the
Privilege of a Poetical Licenfe :. And for the Other of Ancient Date,
the Morals are fo Infipid and Flat, ‘and the Style and Dition:of
the Fables, fo Coarfe and Uncouth, that they are rather Dangeraus,
then Profitable, as to the -Purpofe they were Principally Intended for ;
and likely to'do Forty times mare Mifchief by the Onethen Good.by the
Other. An Emblem withost @ Key to’t, is no more then a Tale of a
Tub; and that Tale fillilytold too, 15 but One Folly Grafied upon Ario-
ther. - Children are to be Taught in the firft Place, what they Ought to
do. 2dly, T'he Manner of Doing it : And in the third: Place, ‘they
are to be Innur'd by the Force of Tnltruction and Good Example, to
the Love and Prattice of Doing their Duty ; wheréas on the Con-
trary, One Step out of the way in the Injtitution, is enough to
Poyfon the Peace, and the Reputation of awhole Life. * Whether T
have, in this Attempt, Contributed or not, to the Improvement of thefe
Fables, either in the Wording, or the Meaning of them, the Book muft
ftand or Fall toit felf : But this 1 fball Aduenture to Pronounce upon the
whole Matter, that the Text is Englifh, and the Morals, in fome
fort, Accommodate to the Allegory ; which could hardly be faid of All
the Tranflations, or Reflexions before-mention’d, which have ferv'd, in

truth, (or at leaft fome of them) rather to teach ws what we fhould Not

doy then what we thould. So that in the Publifbing of thefe Papers, 1
have done my Beft to Obuiate a Common Inconvenience, or, to fpeak
Plainly, the Mortal Error of pretending to Erecf a Building upon a

Falfe Foundation :* Leaving the whole World to take the fame Freedom

with Me, that Ihave done with Others : "Provided that they do not

Impute the Faults, and the Mif-Pointings- of the Prefs, to the Au-

thor, and that they Confult the Errata for other Miftakes.

THE
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A S O P

Cuar L
of Afop's Country, Condition, and Perfon.

S 0 P (according to Planudes , Camerarius and

Others ) wasby birth, of Ammorius, a Town in the

Greater Phrygia'; (though fome will have him to be

a Thracian, others a Samian ){of a mean Condition,

and in his perfon deformed, to the higheft degree - Flat-Nosd,
Hunch-Back'd, Blobber-Lippd; a Long Mifhapen Head ; His
Body Crooked all over, Big-Bellyd, Baker-Legg’d, and his
Complexion fo fwarthy, that he took his very Name from' ;
for ZEfap is thefame with Zthicp. ) And he was not only Un-
happy in the moft fcandalous Figure of a Man, that ever was
heard of ; but he was in a manner Tongue-Tyd too, by
fuch an Impediment in his fpeech, that People could very hardly
underftand what he faid. This Imperfection is faid, tohave been
the moft fenfible part of his Misfortune ; for the Excellency ofhis
Mind might otherwife have Atton'd infome Meafure, for the
Uncouth Appearance of his Perfon (at leaft if That Part of his
Tiftory may pafs for Current.) There goesa Tradition, that he
had the good Hap to Relieve certain Priefts that were Hungry,
and out of their way,andto fet them Right again ; and that for
that good Office;he was upon their Prayers,brought to the Ufe of
hisTongue : But Camerarius, whom I fhall Principally follow, has
0 Faith in the Miracle, And fo He begins his Hiftory with the
(a) tracing




The L1FE of £SO P.

tracing of him to Samos, and from thence Proftcutes it through
the moft Remarkable Paffages of his Life, to the Laft Barba-
rous Violence upon him at Delphos. As to his Impediment in
his fpeech, whether there wereany fuch thing or Not, or how
he came to be curd of it, the Reader isat Liberty what to Be:
lieve and what Not. And fo likewife for Twenty Other Paf-
fages up and down this Hiftory ; Some of them too Trivial
and others too Grofs to be taken Notice of, Upon this Argu3
ment and Occafion : Let it fuffice, that (according to the Com-
mon Tradition ) he had been Already Twice Bought and Sold ;
and fo we fhall Date the Story of his Adventures; from his
Entrance into the Service of at Jeafta Third Mafter.

_ Asto the Age helividin, it is Agreed upon among the An-
tients, that it was when Craefus Govern'd Lydia ; as alfo that
Xantbus, a Samian, was his Mafter.  Herodotus will have it to
be one Fadmon a Samian too ; but ftill according to the Current
of moft Writers, Xanthus was the Man.

Cuar 1L

Zfop and bis Fellow-flaves Upon their Fourney
to Ephefus.

T was Zfop’s Fortune to be fent to Ephefus, in C
Iwu;h other Slaves o be fold. His Mafter hgdféie;?m;r;%ﬂ
dens to Carry, and }Eﬁfp begg'd of his Companions not to over

Charge him. They found him a Weakling , and i
pleafe himfelf. The Parcel that he Pitch’d up%x; wasa tff;iiel;l?f
Bread ; and twiceas heavy as any of the reft. They called
him a thoufand Fools for his pains, and fotook up their Lug-
gage, and away they Trudgd together. About Noon, the
hgd their Dmper deliverd out of Zfzp’s Basket. WhiCh, mad)é
his Burden Lighter by one half in the Afternm;n, then it had
been in the Morning : And after the next Meal he had Nothing
left him to Carry, but an Empty Basket. His Fellow-Slaves
begtaﬁl I\Ttowkt(l)1 .Unf(_:lerﬂand(,l that Z(op wasnot fo Arrant a Fool
as they took him for ; and that they The

the Wit they Thought they had. Y mietres had not alf

Cuar
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Cuar. IIL

ZEfop is accusd by Falfe Witneffes for Stealing bis
Mafter's Figs ; and brings bimfelf of by bis Wits,
1o the Confufion of bis Accufars.

’ S0 P was not of a Make to do his Mafter much Credit

", in the Quality of a Houfbold Servant : So that he rather
fent him abroad intothe Fields a Digging, and totake care of his
Husbandry. By the time he had been there 2 While, his Mafter
went out after him to fee how he went on with his Work ; and
found Every thing done much to his Satisfaction. In this Inte-
7im comes a Countryman to him with a Prefent of moft Delicious
Figs ; which he was fo Wonderfully delighted with , that he
gave them in Charge to his Boy Agathopus to fee them carefully
Taid up till he came backagain from the Bath, whither he was
then a going.  Zfop, it feems, was now gone home upon fome
Particular Bufinefs, and Agathopus laid hold of This Occafion
to tell One of his Companions, of a Defign he had, both upon
the Figs, and upon their Fellow-Servant. What have we more to do
fays he, than to Stuff our Guts with Thefe Figs our felves, and
then lay the Roguery upon ZEfop, who is at This Inflant m the
Floufe where they are 2 And then, when our Mafter comes to Examine
the Matter, we are Trwo WitnefJes to One againft bim, which will make it
fo clear a Cafe, that the Silly Cur will not bave the Face to Deny the
Falf. The Plot, in fhort, was agreed upon ; and to work
they went, upon the Figs, making themfelves Merry upon E-
very Bit they Swallow’d, to Confider how Zfop’s Carcafe was to
pay for All.

The Mafter, upon his coming from the Bath, call’d imme-
diately for his Figs, and hearing that Zfop had been beforehand
with him, he fent for him in a Rage, and Rattled him with a
Thoufand Traytors and Villains, for Robbing his Houfe, and De-
vouring the Fruit that he had fet apart forhis own Palate. 'This
Miferable Wretch, heard, and underftood All that was faid ; but
by Reafon of an Imperfection in his Speech, he was notable to
fpeak one Word in his Own Defence. His Enemies in the
mean time Infulting over him, and calling for Fuftice upon fo
Infolent a Cheat. They were now advancing from Reproches
to Blows,When Z/op caft himfelf at his Mafter’s Feet,and begg'd
his Patience only till he might go out, and come inagain. He

(a- went
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went his way immediately, and fetch’d a Veffel of Warm Water;
took a Large Draughtof it, in his Mafters Prefence, and with his
Finger in his Throat brought itall Clear up again withoutany 0O-
ther Mixture. After This Experiment upon Himfelf, he gave his
Mafter to Underftand, that if he would be pleafed to put his Aec-
Jfers to the Same Teft, he fhould quickly fee what was become of
his Figs. The Propofal feem’d fo Reafonable,that he Order'd Aga-
tophus and his Fellow to dothe Like. They made fome Difficulty
at firft of following Z/ops Example ; but in the end, upon tak-
ing a Soup of the fame Liquor, their Stomachs Wambled, and
up came the Water, Figs and all. Upon This Evidence of the Trea-
chery and Falfhood of Agathopus and his Companion, the Mafter
Order’d them tobe Soundly Lafh’d, and made good the Old
Saying, Harm Watch, Harm Catch.

Cuar. V.
The Sale of Hlop to Xanthus.

u PON the Merchants Arrival at Ephefus, he made a
quick Riddance of All his Slaves but Three. That is to
fay,a Mufician, an Orator, and Zfep. He drefSd up the Two
Former 1n Habits anfwerable to their Profeffion, and Carry'd
them to Samos, as the Likelieft Place fora Chapman. He
fhew’d them there in the open Market, with Zfsp for a Fool

betwixt them; which fome People took much offence at.

‘While they were attending upon the Place, there came among
other Samians, one Xanthus an Eminent Philofopher of that City,
with a Train of his Difciplesat his Heels. The Philofopher was
mightily pleafed with the Two Youths, and ask’d them one af-
ter another about their Profeffion, and what they could do. The
one told him he could do any thing, the other that he could do
ev'ry thing ; this fet Zfop alaughingat’em. The Philofopher’s
Pupils would Needs know what it was that made &fop fo mer-
ty. Why fays he, if the Queftion had been put by your Ma-
fter, I fhould havetold him the reafon of it.

Xanthus in the mean time was beating the Price of the Two
other Slaves, but the Terms were fohigh, that he was juft upon
turning about to go his way, Only the Pupils would needs have
him put the fame Queftions firft to the IIl favour'd Fellow, that
he had done to the other Two ; and fo Xanthus, for the Humour

fake,
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fake, Interrogated Zfop what He could do.  Nothing at all, fays
he. How comes That fays the Philofopher 2 My Companions,
fays the Other, Undertake every thing, and there’s Nothing left
forme todo. This gavethem to Underftand,that the Man knew
well enough what he faid, and what he Laugh’d at. Well!
fays Xanthus, but if 1 thould give Money for you Now, would
you be Good and Honeft ? Il be That, fays Zfop whether you
Buy me or No. Ay, but tellme again fays the Philofopher,
Won't you run away ? Pray fays Zfop, did you ever hear of a
Bird in a Cage that told his Mafter he Intended to make hisEf-
cape ; Xanthus was well enough pleafed with the Turn and
Quicknefs of his Wit; but fays he, That Unlucky Shape of
yours will fet People a Hooting and Gaping at you wherever
you go. A Philofopher fays Zfop thould valuea man for his
Mind, Not for his Body. This pretence of Thought gave Xan-
thus a High Opinion of the Wifdom of the Man ; and {o hebad
the Merchant fet him his Loweft Price of That Miferable Crea-
ture. Why fays he, you had as good Cheapena Dunghil; but if
you'll bid me like a Chapman for either of the Other Two, you
{hall have this Phantome into the Bargain. Very good fays the
Philofopher ; and without any more a do whats' your felling
Price? ‘The Merchant fpeaks the Word, The Philofopher pays
the Money, and takes Afop away with him.

Cuar V.

Xanthus Prefents ZEfop #0 bis Wife.

ANTHUS had no fooner madehis Purchafe,and car-

ry’d his Jewel home with him, but, having akind of
2 Nice Froward Piece tohis Wife,the Great Difficulty washow
to put her in humour for the Entertainment of this Monfter,with-
out throwing the Houfe out at the Window. My Dear, fays he,
You have been often complaining of Carelefs Servants. ; And1
have bought you one Now that I am Confident will fit your
Turn. He fhall Goand Come,and Wait,and do Every thing as
you would have him ; Oh, your Servant Sweet heart fays fhe,
fut what did he Coft you ? Why truly very Reafonable ; but at
Prefent He'sa Little Tann’d;and out of cafe you muft know, with
his Journey, faysthe Husband,and fo he Orderd him to becalld

in. ~ The Cunning Gipfy {moak'd the Matter prefently. Some
A Monfter

T s R O S
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Montter fays fhe, I'll be Hanged elfe. Wife, Wife, fays Xanthus,
If youare a good Women, That that Pleafes Me Muft Pleafe You
too. While Thefe Words were between his Lips, up comes Z/op
towards them ; fhe gave him a Fierce Look, and Immediately:
difcharg'd herCholer upon herHusband. Is thisa Man,or a Beaft?
fays the, and what Clearer Proof in the World Could You have
given me Now, of anInfufferable Hatred and Contempt ; Zfop
{aid not one Word all This While ; ’till Xanthus Rouz'd him
with a Reproof. Oh Villain! fays he ; to havea Tongue and
Wit at Willupon All other Occafions,and not one Diverting Syl-
lable Now at a Pinch, to Pacify your Miftrefs ! Z/op, after a (hort

Paufe upon't, Bolted out an old Greek Sayirg, which is in Englifh

to this Effect, From Lying atthe Mercy of Fire, Water, and a Wicked
Woman, Good Lord Deliver us. 1 the Wife was heartily angry be-

fore, This Scomm made her Stark Mad, and the Reproche was

fo Cutting too, that Xanthus himfelf did not well know how to

take it. But Zfop brought himfelf off again from the Malice of
any ill Intention, by a Paffage out of Euripides to this Purpofe.

The Raging of aTempeftuous Sea 5 The Fury of a Devouring Fire, and

the Pinching Want of Neceffaries for Life, are Three Dreadful Things,

and a Body might reckon up ‘a Thoufand more ; but all this is

Nothing to the Terrible Violences of an Impetuous Woman, and there

fore fays he, Make your felf as Glorious on the other fide, inthe

Rank of Good Women. Vawafor the Jefuite, in his De Ludicri Di-

&ione, takes Notice of a Blunder here in the Chronology of the

Story. For Zfop was Murderd at leaft Fourfcore Years before

Euripides wasBorn.,  But to follow the Thrid of the Relation ;

Upon this Oblique Admonition, the Woman came to her felf

again. And took ZEfop into her good Graces, who render’d his

Mafter and Miftrefs All the Offices of a Faithful Servant.

Cuar. VL
ZEfop’s Aﬁfmer to a Gardner.

OME Two or Three Days after the Encounter above
mentioned, Xanthus took Zfop along with him to a Gar-

den tobuy fome Herbs, and the Gard’ner feeing him in a Habit
ofa Philofopher, told him the Admiration he wasin, to find how
much fafter Thofe Plants thot up that Grow of their own Accord,
than Thofe that he fet Himfelf, though he took never fo much
Care
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Care about them. Now youthat are a Philofopher, Pray will
ybu tell me the meaning of This? Xanthus had no better an-
fer at hand, thentotell him, That Providence would haveitfo:
Whereupon &fop brake out intoa Loud Laughter. Why how
now Ye flave You, fays Xantbus, what do you Laugh at?
Zfop took _him afide and told him, Sir,I Laughat your Ma-
fter, that Taught Youno better: for what fignifies a Gen'al
Anfwer to a Particular Queftion? And 'tis no News Neither
that Providence orders All Things : But if you'll turn him over
to me, You fhall fee I'l give him anotherfort of Refolve. Xan-
thus told the Gard’ner, that it was below a Philofopher to bufy
his head about fuch Trifles ; but fays he, If you have a Curiofi-
ty to be better Inform'd, youfhalldowell to ask my Slave here,
and fee what he'll fay to you.  Upon this, the Gard’ner put the
Queftion to Zfop, Who gave him this Anfwer. The Earth
is in the Nature of a Mother to what She brings forth of
hre Self, out of her own Bowels ; Whereas She is only a
kind of a Step-Dame, in The Production of Plants that are Cul-
tivated and Affifted by The Help and Induftry of Another : fo
that it’s Natura) for her to Withdraw her Nourithment from
the One, towards The Relief of the Other. The Gard'ner,
upon this, was fo well fatisfied, That he would take no Mo-
ney for his Herbs, and defired £/op to make Ufe of his Garden
for the future, asif it were his own.

There are feveral Stories in Planudes, that I fhall pafs over
in this Place ( fays Camerarius ) as not worth the while: Parti-
cularly The Fables of the Lensills, the Bath, the Sow's Feet, and
{everal Little Tales and Jefts that I take tobe neither well Laid,
nor well put together ; Neither isit any matter, in Relations
of this Nature, Whether they be True or Falfe, butif they be
Proper and Ingenious ; and fo contriv’d,, that the Reader or the
Hearer may be the better for them, That’s as much as is requir-

- ed » Wherefore 1 hall now Commit to Writing Two Fables or

Stories, One about the bringing his Miftrefs home again, when
{he had left her Husband ; Which is drawn from the Model
of a Greek Hiftory fet out by Paufanias in his Defcription of Be-
tia 3 The Other, upon the Subject of a Treat of Neats Tongues,
which was taken from Bizs, as we have it from Plutarch in his
Convivium Septem Sapientunt:
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Cuar VIL

Zfop's Invention to bring bis Miftrefs back again to ber
Husband, after [be bad Left bim.

T H E Wife of Xanthus was wellborn and wealthy, but {o
Proud and Domineering withal, as if her Fortuneand her
Extration had Entituled her to the Breeches. She was Horribly
Bold,Medling,and Ezpen/fve ; ( as that fort of Women common-
ly are ) Eafily put off the Hooks, and Monftrous hard to be
pleafed again: Perpetually chattering at her Husband, and
upon All occafions of controver(y, Threatning him to be gone.
1t came to this at Laft, That Xanthuss ftock of Patience being
quite fpent, he took up a Refolution of going another way to
Work with her, and of trying a Courfe of Severity, fince there
was nothing to be done with her by Kindnefs. But this Expe-
riment, inftead of mending The matter, made it worfe ; for up-
on harder Ufage, Tlie Woman grew Defperate, and went away
from him in Eaineft. She was as Bad ’tis true as Bad might
well be, and yet Xanthus had a Kind of Hankering for her fhill:
Befide that there was matter of Intereft in the Cafe: and a Pe-
ftilent Tongue fhe had, that the Poor Husband Dreaded above
all things Under the Sun : but the man was willing however to
make the Beft of 4 Bad Game, and fo his Wits and his Friends
were fet at Work, in the faireft Manner that Might be, to get her
home again.  But there was No good to be done in't it feems ;
and Xanthus was fo vifibly out of Humour upon’t, that ZEfep in
Pure Pity bethought himfelf Immediately how to Comfort him.
Come Mafter (fays he) Pluck up a goodheart ; for I havea Pro-
je&t in my Noddle that fhall bring my Miftrefs to you back a-
gaini, with as good a Will asever fhe went from you. What
does me ZE[op, but away Immediately to the Market among the
Butchers, Poulterers, Fithmongers, Confeétioners, ¢«. for the
Beft of Hvery thing that was in Seafon. Nay he takes private
People in his way too, and Chops into the very houfe of his Mi-
ftreffes Relations, as by Miftake. This Way of Proceeding fet
the whole Towr a Gog to know the Meaning of all this Buftle,
and Zfop innocently told every body That his Mafter's Wife
was runaway from him, and he had Marry'd another : His
Friends up and down were all Invited to come and make Mer-
ry with him, and This was to be the Wedding Feaft. The News

flew
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flew like Light'ning, and happy were they could carry the Firft
Tydings of it to the Run-away-Lady: (for every body knew Zfop
to bea Servantin That Family.) It Gathered in the Rolling, as
all Other Stories do in the Telling: Efpecially where Womens
Tongues and Paffions have the fpreading of thém. The Wife,
that was in her Nature Violent, and Unfteady, otder’d her Cha-
riot to be made ready Immediately, and away fhe Pofts back to
her Husband : fallsupon him with Outrages of Looks and Lan-
guage; and after the Eafing of her mind a Little ; No Xanthus,
fays the, Do not you Flatter your felf with the hopes of Enjoy-
ing another Woman while Iam alive. Xanthus look’d upon this
as otie of Zfop's Mafter-pieces ; and for that Bout All was well
again betwixt Mafter and Miftrefs.

Cuar. VIIIL '

An Entertainment of Neats Tongues.

g OME few days after the Ratification of This Peace, Xanthus
1N

Invited feveral Philofophers of his Acquaintance to Supper
with him ; and Charges Z/op to make the Beft Provifion he could
think of, for their Entertainment. Zfop had a Wit waggith E-
nough, and This General Commiffion furnithed him with Mat-
ter to work upon. So foon as ever the Guefts were fet down at
the Table, Xanthus calls for Supper, and Expetted no lefs thana
very Splendid Treat. The Firft Service was Neats Tongues fliced,
which the Philofophers took Occafion to Difcourfe and Quibble
upon ina Grave Formal way, asThe Tongue (for the purpofe )
is the Oracle of Wifdom, and the iike.  Xanthus, upon This, calls
for a Second Courfe, and after That fora Third, and fo for a
Fourth, which were All Tongues, over and over again ftill,
only feveral ways Drefled : Some Boild, Others Fry'd, and
fome again fervd up in Soupe, which put Xanthus into a Furi-
ous Paffion. Thou Villain, fays he, Is this according to my
Order, tohave Nothing but Tongues apon Tongues ? Sir {ays Zfop,
without any hefitation, Since it is my Iil fortune to fallunder this
Accufation, Ido Appeal to All Thefe Learned Perfons, whether
T have done Well, ot Ill, and pay’d that Refpeét to your Order
which I ought to do.

Your order was, That I fhould make the Beft Provifion that
Tcould think of for the Entertainment of Thefe Excellent Per-
(b) fons,
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}"o;s, andhif the YI”Sngue be the Key that Leads Us into All Know-
edge, what could be more proper and fuitable thy Fe
Tongues for a Philofophical BaSqug? e Feft of
hen Xanthus found the Sence of the Table to be on Z/op’s
fide ; Wellmy Friends fays he; Pray will You Eat with me to
Morrow, and Ill try if Ican mend your Chear; and Mr. Major
%o_mfg, fays he tqdﬂiﬁz . ]Set it be the Care of your Gravity and
ifdom to provide us a Supper to Morr f th
Things You can Think of. P oy of the very wortt

Cuar. IX,
A Second Treat of Tongues.

); ANTHUS’s Guefts met again The Next day accor-
_ding to The Appointment ; and Z/op had provided them
the very fame Services of Zongues and Tongues over and over, as
they Pad the night before. Sirrah (fays Xantbus to his Servant)
what’s the Meaning of This ; That Tongues thould be the Beft of
Meats One Day, and the Worft the Other ¢ Why Sir fays he, There
is notany Wickednefs under the Sun, That the Tongue has not a
part in. As Murders, Treafons, Violence, Injuftice, Frauds, and
All Manner of Lewdnefs: for Counfels muft be firft Agit,ated
The Matter in Queftion Debated, Refoly’d upon, and Commu-
nicated by Words, before the Malice comes tobe executed in Faét.
Tongue Whither wilt Thou! (fays the Old Proverb ) 1go to Build
(fays the Tongue, ) and 1go to pull down.

"This Petulant Liberty of E[oj}’z, Gall'd his Mafter to the very
Soul of him, and one of the Guefts, to Help forward his Evil
Humour; Cry'd out, 7'his Fellow is enough to make a Body Mad.
Sir (fays Zfop) you have very Little Bufinefs to do of your own
1 perceive, by the Leifure you have to Intermeddle’in Other
Peoples Matters; You would find fome other Employment elfe.
then to Irritate a Mafter againft his Servant. ’
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CHar. X

JEfop brings bis Mafter a Gueft That bhad no fort of
Curiofty in bim.

ANT HU S laid hold of the Prefent Occafion, and
was willing enough to be furnithed with a Staff to beat a
Dog. Well Sirrah, fays he, fince this Learned Gentleman is too
Curious 3 goyou your ways and find me out a Man that has no
Curiofity at Al or I'l Lace your Coat for ye. ZEfop, the next
day, Walked the whole Town over on This Errand ; and at
Laft, found out a Slovenly Lazy Fellow, Lolling at his Eafe, as if
he had Nothing to do, or to take care for; and foup to himhe
went in a Familiar Way; and Tnvited him to his Mafter’s to Sup-
er. The Clown made no Ceremony of promifing, but fell
Prefently toasking what kind of Man his Mafter was? And what,
fays he, are we going juft now ? ( for this Poor Dev:l look’d up-
oina Meal's Meat Gratis, as a Bleffing Dropt into his Mouth out
of the Skies) Come ( fays Zfop) we are going this very Mo-
ment ; and Wonderfully Glad he was to find by the Booby’s Dif-
courfe, That he had met with a Man fo fit for his Purpofe.
Away they went together, and fo ftrait into the Parlour, where
the Blockhead throws Himfelf down Dirty and Beaftly as he-
was, upon a Rich Couch.  After a very little While, in comes
Xanthus to Supper, and asks Zfep who That Man was? Why
"This is the Man, fays Zfep, that you fent me for ; that is to fay,
a Man that has no Curiofity in himat All.  Oh that’s very well,
{ays Xanthus, and then told his Wife in her ear, That if fhe
would be but a Loving and Obedient Wife to him, and doas
he bad her, he would now fave her Longing, for, fays he, [ have
been a Great while Seeking for an Occafion to pick a Quarrel
with Zfep, and I have found it at laft. After this Whifper,
Yanthus takes a'Turn in the Parlour,and calls aloud tohis Wife.
Heark ye Sweet Heart, fayshie, go fetch fome ‘Water, and Wafhi
the Feet of my Gueft here. Away fhe goes, bringsa Bafon to the
fide of thie Couch, where the Clowri was laid at his Length, and
bad him put forth his Feet for her to Wafh them. Xanthus little
thought lie would have done it. But the Clowii; dfter a little
Stumble withifi himfelf, that "twas fitter for the Maid to do’t,
then the Miftrefs; Well fays he, If it be the Cufton of the Fa-
mily, "tis not for me to be againft it: and fo he ftretch'd forth
His Teet to the Wafhing.
(b2) S¢
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So foon as ever the Company had taken off the Edge of their
Stomachs ; Xanthus calls for a Bumper, and puts it into the hands
of the Clown, making No doubt but he would have allow'd his
Hoft the Honor of bemg his Tafter. The Fellow, without any
Scruple, Whips up the Drink, and gives Xanthusthe Pot again
Empty, who was now the Second Time Difappointed upon the
Matter of Curiofity, or No Curigfity At All. He had a Mind fill
to beupon Poor Zfop's Bones, and made another Tryal of the
Humour of his Gueft. There was a particular Difh that the
Clown fed very Heartily upon: Xanthus fell into a Rage againft
the Cook for the Ill-Dreffing of it, and Threat’ned to have him
brought and Lafh'd in the very Parlour. The Bumpkin took no
goti(ce é)fhitl ?t jlﬂl, bLg] without {peaking one Word on the

ooks Behalf ; It was Nothing to him he thought.
People did with their Servants.g ity what other

They were come Now to their Cakes and Pyes, and the
Clown Guttled upon them without Mercy. Xanthus Refolves
then upon Another Tryal; Calls for hisPaffry-Cook and tells him,
Sirrah, fays he, you {poil every thing that goes through your
hands. ‘There’s neither Spice, nor any other Seafoning here.
The’ Cook told him, That if they were either Over or Under-
Bak'd, it was his Fault ; But for the Spice and Seafoning, it
was his Miftreffes, for it was All put in that fhe Deliverd. I%ay
Wife, fays Xanthus, if it fticks there, By All that’s Sacred, 1]
Treat you no better then if you were a Slave bought with my
Money. Wherefore Strip Immediately and Prepare for a Dog-
Whip. Xanthus thought with himfelf; that If any thing in
the World could move this Barbarous Brute, he would have
put in a Word at Leaft to fave a Woman of Honour from fo
Scandalous an Indignity, But fays this Loggerhead to himfelf;
Thetesan old’ faying ; W hat bave We to do to Quench other People;
Fires 2 And T'll €en keep my felf Clear of Other Peoples Mat.-
ters; Only he took Xantbus by the Hand indeed, and told him
if he would but Stay a Little, he’d go fetch his own Wife too
and fo they might take the Lafh by Turns. In one word Xan.
thus miffed his Aim at laft; and though he was troubled at the
Mifcarriage, he could not but Laugh yet at the Simplicity of
the Man, and Confefs, that Zfop was in the Right, in bring-
ing a Perfon to him that had no Curiofity at all, ’
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Cuar. XL
JEfop’s Anfwer toa Még‘z‘[i}até.

T happened fome few days after the Laft Paffage above, that
Xantbus, having fome Bufinefs at the Publick Hall, fent

A fop to feeif there were any Great Throng of Men there ; a Ma-
giftrate meets him Upon the Way, and Asks liim whither he was
going ® Why truly, fays Zfop, Yam going 1know not whither.
The Magiftrate took it that he Banter'd him, and bad an Officer
take him into Cuftody and Carry him to Prifon. Well; fiys Z/op,
to the Magifirate ; Isiit not . -ueNow, that I did not know Whi-
ther 1 was going ? Can you Imagine, that wheri T came out of the
houfe this Morning, 1 had any thoughts of going to Prifon? The
Magiftrate was well enough pleafed at the fancy, and Difcharg’d
him Upon it,and {o he went forward to the Hall ; Where among
a world of People;he faw one Man arreft another uponan Attion
of Debt. The Debtor Pleaded Poverty ; but if he would Com-
pound for half, it fhould go hard but he'd make 2 Shift to Pick it
up, hefaid. Well with all my Heart,fays the Creditor, Lay down
the Mony upon the Nail, and the Bufine(s is done : for 2 man had
better Content himfelf with Half, then Lofe All, And Lreckon
that Mony as good as loft, that a Manmuft go to Law for ; ZEfop
upon this, went back and told his Mafter, that he had been at the
Hall, and faw but one Man there ; This wasa Riddle to Xan-
thus 3 Infomuch that he went himfelf to Learn the Truth of the
Matter. When he came to the Place, he found the Court ex-
tremely Thronged, and turning fhort upon ZEfop, ingreat Indig-
nation, Sirrah,fays he,areall thefe People come fince you told me
there was but one Man here ?*T's very true, fays Zfop, There was
a Huge Crowd,and yet but one Man that I could fee in That vaft

Multitude. This feems to be taken out of the Life of Diogenes.

Cuar XIL
Xanthus wundertakes 10 Drink the Sea dry.

T H E R E happered not Long after This, to be a Merry
Meeting of Philofophers ; and Xantbus, one of the Com-
pany.  Xanthus had already gotten a Cup too much ; and Efop

o finding
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finding they were like to fet out hishand ; Sir, fays he, ’tis the
Humour of Bacchus, they fay, firft to make men Chearfal, and
when they are paft That, to make ’em Drunk, and in the Conclu-
fion, to make them Mad. Xanthus took Offence at Zfop 5 and told
him, That was a Lecture for Children. ( Laertius makes this to
be the faying of Anacharfis ) The Cups went round, and Xanthus
by this Time had taken his Load, who was mightily given to
talk in his Drink ; and whatever was uppermoft, out it came,
without either Fear or Wit. One of the Company obfervizgine
weak fide of the Man, took the Opportunity oi Fumping him
with feveral Queftions. Xanthus (fayshe) I have read {ome-
where, that it is Poffible for a Man to Drink the Sea Dry ; but I
canr hardly believe it. Why fays Xanthus, Tl venture my Houfe
and Land upon’t, that I do’t my felf. They Agreed upon the
Wager, and prefently off went their Rings toSeal the Conditions.
But Early the next Morning, Xantbus miffing his Ring, thought it
might be {lipt off his Finger, and asked Z/op about it. Why tru-
ly fays Z/op, I can fay Nothing to the Lofing of your Ring ; But
Tcantell you that you Loft your Houfe and Land la§t Night: and fo
Zfop told him the Story on’t, which his Mafter it feems had utter-
ly forgotten. Xantbus began now to Chew upon the Matter, and
it went to the Heart of him to confider, That he could neither do
the thing, nor yet get quit of his Bonds. In this trouble of
Thoughtshe Confults Z/op, (whofeadvice before he had rejected)
what was to be done in the Cafe. I fhall never forget, {ays Xanthus,
how much I owe you for your Faithful Services; and fo with fair
Words Zfop was prevailed upon to Undertake the bringing. of
him off. ~Tis Impoffible to do the thing, (fays he) but if 1 can
find a way to Diffolve the Obligation, and to gain you Credit by
it over and Above, That’s the Point I fuppofe that will do your
bufinefs. The Time appointed, fays Zfop, is now at hand,
Wherefore do you fet a bold face upon it, and go to the Sea-/ide
with all your Servants and your Trinkets about you, and put on
aCounteriance, that youare juft Now about to make good your
Undertaking.  You'll have Thoufands of Specators there, and
When they are got together, let the Form of the Agreement
and the Conditions be read, Which runs to this Effe¢t. That
you are to Drink up the Sea by fuch a Certain Time, or to forfeit
your Houfeand Land, upon Such or Such a Confideration. Wheni
This is done, call for a Great Glafs, and let it be filled with
Sea-Water, in the Sight of the Whole Muititude : Hold it up
then in your Hand, and fay as. Follows. You have beard Good
People, what I have Undertaken to doy and upon what Penalty if I do

net
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not go Thorough with it. I confefs the Agreement, an{I the Maltter of
Falt as you bave heard it and I am now about to drink up the Sea ;
ot the Rivers that vun into’t. And tbere[bre ler All the Inlets be
Stopt, that there be Nothing but pure Sea left me to drink, And I.am
now ready to perform my part of the Agreement. But for any drink-
ing of the Rivers, There is nothing of that in the Contralf. - The
Deople found it fo cleara Cafe, That they did not only agree
to the Reafon and Juftice of Xantbus’s Caufe, but hifled his Ad-
verfary out of the Field ; Who in the Conclufion made a Pub-
lique Acknowledgment, that Xanthus was the Wifer and Better
Man of the Two; But defired the Contratt might be made
void. and offer'd to Submit Himfelf further to fuch Arbitra-
tors ,as Xantbus Himfelf fhould dire&. Xantbus was fo well
pleafed with the Charatter his Adverfary given him,. of a
Wife Man, That All was Paffed over, And a finall End made
of the Difpute.  Plutarch makes this to have been the Inventiori

of Bias.

Cuar XIL
ZEfop Baffles the Superftition of Augnury.

N the days of Zfop, The World was mightily addicted to
Augury ;ythat is {;P}'ay, to the Gathering of Omens from the
©ry and Flight of Birds. Upon this Account it was, that Xantbus
one Day fent Zfop intothe Yard, and bad him look well about
him. If you fee Tiwo Crows (fayshe) you'l have good Luck after
it, but if you fhould Chance to {py One Crow Single, 'tis a Bad
Omen,, and fome 111 will betide you. Zfop frept out and came
Immediately back again, and told his Mafter that he had feen
Two Crows.  Hereupon Xantbus went out himfelf, and finding but
One (for the Other was flown away ) he fell ,Outz‘raglouﬂy tport
ZEfop for makirig Spot with him, And ofdegd him to be found-
ly Lafhd for't, but juft as they were firipping him for the Exei
cution, In comes One to Invite Xantbus aproad to Supper. WelP
Mafter, fays Zfop, and where’s the Credit of your Augury Now(i
When 1, that faw Two Crows, am to be beaten like a Dog, a;ln?
You, that faw but One,are going to make merry with your Friends
The Reafon and Quicknefs of this Reflexion, Pacified the Mater
for the Prefent, and fav'd the Poor Fellow a found Whipping:

Cuar
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Cuar XIV.
ZEfop finds bidden Treafure.

S Xanthus was Walking once among certain Monuments,
with Zfop at his Heels ; and Plodding upon feveral Epi-
taphs, there was one Infcription in Greek Letters, that Xanthus with
all the Skill he had, could not tell what to make of. Well, fays
ZEfop, let me feea Littleif IcanUncypher it. And fo after lay-
ing Things and Things together a While, Mafter, fays he, What
will you give me, If I find you out a Pot of Hidden T'reafure
now ¢, One Hlf of it, fays Xantbus, and your Liberty. So Zfop
fell to Digging, a Matter of four Yards from the Stone that had
the Infcription ; and there found a Pot of Gold which he took up
and Deliver'd to his Mafter ; and Claim'd his Promife. Well,
{ays Xantbus, I'll be as good asmy Word ; but you muft firft fhew
me how you came to know there was Treafure, by the Inferipti-
on: for I had rather be Mafter of that Secret, than of the very
Gold it felf. Z/op Innocently open’d the whole Matter to him.
Look you Sir, fays he, Here are thefe Letters. «; &;8;05¢;8;%;
which are to be thus Interpreted, « ftands for ¥mgss; 8 for
Bﬂffx:um ) foi‘ &'Em-zef: ,}] o for ;fdim; e for edgiioeis 5 & for Swrswedy 5
% for yeuds ; In Englith, Dig four Paces from this Place, and you fhall
find Gold. Now fays Xarztlfﬂ, if you a{ze fo good at ﬁndiyng/ojjut
Gold, you and I muft not part yet. Come Sir, fays Z/op, ('per-
ceiving that his Mafter play'd Faft and Loofe with him) To deal
freely with you, This Treafure belongsto King Dionyfius. How
doyouknow that? fays Xanthus. Why by the very Infcription
fays ZEfop: forin That Sence « ftands for 2=9@. ; gfor femnei; & fo;
Awwdz ; oforé; e for Deis; & for Soawgdvy x for vy, In Eng;hfh
Give Dionyfius the Gold you have found.  Xantbus began to be al
fraid when he heard it was The King’s Mony, and Charged Z/Gp
to make no Words on’t, and he thould have the One Half. "Tis
well, fays Zfop; but This is not fo much your own Bounty yet
as The Intention of Him that Bury’d it ; for the very fame Let.
ters dire¢t the Dividing of it. As for Example once again Now.
o ftands for dnutun ; @ for Bedloailes; & for irese; o for &y e for
dlgeni & for Swasedv; 3 for yauds; In Englith, Divide the Gold that
You bave found. Why then, fays Xanthus, let us gohome and fhare
it. No fooner were they got Home, but Z/op was prefently laid
by the Heels, for fear of Blabbing, crying out as Loud ‘as he

could,
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comes of trufting to the Faith of a Philofopher ; The Reproche
Nettled his Mafter : But however he caufed his Shackles to be
taken off upon', and Admonifhed Zfsp to keep his Licentious
Tongue in a Little better Order for the future, if ever he hoped
tohave his Liberty. For That, fays Z£fop, Prophetically, I fhall
not Need to beg it of you as a favour, for in a very few days 1
fhall have my Freedom, whether you will or no.

Cuar XV.
Zfop Expounds upon an Augury, and is made Free.

S 0 P had thus far born All the Indignities of a Tedious
", Slavery, with the Conftancy of 2 Wife Man,and with-
out either Vanity or Abjection of Mind. He was not Ignorant
however of his own Value; Neither did he Neglect any honeft
Way or Occeafion of Advancing his Nameand his Credit in the
World ; asin One Particular Inftance among the Samians, ona
Strange Thing that happen'd There upon a Very Solemn Day.
The Ring, it feems, that had the Town-Seal upon’t was laid
fomewhere in Sight, Wherean Eagle could come at it ; She took
itupin the Air, and droptit into the Bofom of a Slave. The Sa-
mians took this for a Foreboding, that Threat’ned fome difmal
Calamity to the State,and in a general Confternation They pre-
fently called a Counfel of their Wife Men ; and Xantbus in the
firft Place, to give their Opinions upon This Myfterious Acci-
dent. They were Allat a Lofs what to Think on’t; only Xan-
thus defired fome few Days time for further Confideration. Upon
This, he betook himfelf to his Study, and the More he Beat his
Brains about it, the further he found himfelf from any hope of
Expounding The Secret. This put him into adeep Melancholly ;
which made Z/Gp very Importune, and Impatient, to know the
Caufe of it ; with Affurances, That he would ferve his Mafter in
The Affair, Whatever it was, to the Uttermoft of his Power.
Xanthus hereupon laid the Whole Matter before him, and told
him in Conclufion, that he was not only loft in his Reputation,
but in Danger to be Torn to Pieces by the Rabble. When &fop
found how the Cafeftood, Never trouble your Head any fur-
ther, fays he, Do but follow my Advice, and Tll bring you off
as well now as ever I did before. When you Appear to Morrow
to give in your Anfwer, I would have you Speak to the People
after this Manner.
(¢) I need
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I need not tell your Wifdoms, That fo Many Heads fo Many

Minds, and fo many feveral Men, fo many feveral Conceptions of

Things; Nay and further, that every feveral Art, or Profeffion re-
quires o Diftin Faculty or Difpofition, that is more or lefs Peculiar to
it felf. It is the Cuftom of the World for People in All Cafes where T 'hey
are either Ignorant or Doubtful, to Repair to Men that have the Repu-
tation of Philofophers, for Counfel and Satisfaction. But this, under fa-
wour., isa Great Miftake ; for it is with Philofophers, as it is, 1 [ay
with other Arts and Profeffions that have their Functions apart the One
from the Other.  Wifdom ’tis true, may be calld properly enough the
Knowledge of T hings Divine and Humane, but will you therefore expelt
that a Philofopher fhould do the Office of a Shoomaker or a Barber. be-
caufe the Trades are converfant about Humane Things2 No No ngtle,
men, a Man may be a Great Philofopber without any Skill at All in the
Handling of the Awl, cr the Razor. But if the Queftion were Concerning
the Government of Life and Manners, the Nature of Things Celeftial o
Terreftrial; The Duties that we owe to Godor Man; you could not do
Lettter then repair to Philofophers for [atisfaction. ~ But for Reading
upon Prodigies 5 or Commenting upon the Flight of Birds, or the En-
trails of Beafts, Thefe are Things quite Befide the Philofophers Byfine[s.
If there be any thing you doubt of that falls under the Cognizance of Phi-
Tofophy, Iam readyto ferve you in't 5 But your prefent Point being Au-
gury, I Jhall take leave to Acquaint you that a Servant Ihave at home,
i5 as likely to make a Right Fudgment that wayas any Man I know. I
Jhould not Prefume to name a Servant ; Neither Perchance would you
think fit to make ufe of one; If the Necelfity of your prefent Diftrefs,
were not a very Competent and Reafonable Ezcufe.

Here's your Speech, fays Z/fop ; and your Credit fav'd whether
‘They'll hear me or Not. If they fend for me, The Honour will
ke yours, in cafe I Deliver my felf to their Liking, and the Dif-
grace will be Mine then if I Mifcarry.  His Mafter was pleafed
beyond Meafure with the Advice, but he did not as yet Under-
ftand Whither it Tended.

Xanthus Prefented himfelf Early the next Morning before the
Council, Where he Dilated Upon The Matter according to his
Inftructions, and fo referr’d Them to his Servant for the Clear-
ing of the Difficulty. The People with one Voice cry’d out
Where is be? Why does not be Appear 2 Why has not his Mafter
brought bim along with bim ? In thort, Aifop was Immediately
fetch’d into the Court, and at the very Firft Sight of him, They
All burft out a Laughing by Confent. This Fellow, fays one
may have Skill perhaps in Divining, but he has Nothing that’s
Humane about him.  Another asked Where he was Borg, and

whether
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whether or no Blocks had the Faculty of Speech in his Country.
Ffop, upon This, Addrefsd himfelf to the Council.

“You have bere befare ye, ( fays Zfop ) an Ungracious Figure of a
Man, which in trath is not a SubjecF for your Contempt, Nor is it a
Reafonable Ground for your Defpair, upon the Matter in Queftion. One
Wife Man walues Another for bis Under(tanding, not for his Beauty;
Befide that the Deformity of my Perfon is no Incapacity at All as to your
Bufinefs.  Did you never tafte Deliciois drink out of an Il Look’d Ve[~
(212 or did you never drink Wine that was Vapid, or Eager, out of a

Veffel of Gold? *Tis Sagacity and Strength of Reafon that you baveOc-

cafton for, not the force of Robuft Limbs., nor the Delicacies of Colour
and Proportion. Wherefore Imust befeech you not to Fudge of My Mind
by my Body,nor to Condemn me Unbeard. Upon this, they All cry’d
out tohim, If he had any thing to fay for the Common Good,
That he would fpeak it. ~ With your favour, fays he, It is for that
End I prefume, that ye bave called me bither, and it is with a Great
Zeal for your Service, that I fland now before ye : But when I confider
the Weight of the Matter in hand, and the Office That I am now to Per-
form, it will as little [tand with your Honors Perbaps, to take the Opinion
of a Slave into your Councils and Debates, as it will with my Condition
toaffer it. Bejide the Rifque Irun of my Mafter's Difpleafure upon the
Foent.  But Al This may yet be Obviated, my Fears fecured, my Mo-
defty gratifi'dy andyour own Dignity preferved, only by making me a
Freeman before hand, to Qulalify me for the Funltion. They all faid
it was a Moft Reafonable Thing, and prefently treated about
the Price of his Liberty, and order’d the Quaftors to pay down
the Money. When Xanthus faw that the thing muft be done, He
could not Decently ftand Higgling about the Price ; But making
a Virtue of Neceffity,he chofe rather to Prefent /E(cp to the Com-
mon-Wealth, then to Sell him. The Semians took itvery kindly,
An? Zfopwas Prefently Manumizd and made a Citizen in Form,
Proclaim’d a Freeman ; and after this Ceremony, he Difcourt-
ed upon the Subjet of the Portent as follows.

I Jhall not need to tell o many Wife and knowing Men, that the
Eagle is a Royal Bivd, and Jignifies a Great King ; that the Dropping
of the Ring in the Bofome of a Slaze that has 110 Power over biml[elf,
portents te Lofs of Your Liberties, if you do not losk to your Jelves
in Time ;. Andthat fome Potent Prince s a Defgzn upon ye. This put
the Semians all a-fire to hear the Iffue of the Prediction. In fome
fhort time after there came Ambaffadors from Crefus the King of
Lydia, to Demand a Tribute on the Behalf of their Mafter, and
Threat'ned the Samians with a War in the Cafe of a Refufal. This
Affair came to be Debated in tl;e Co)uncil, where the Majority

c2 was
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was rather for Peace with Slavery, then for running the Rifque
of a Difpute ; but they would not come to a Refolution yet,
without firft Confulting Zfop What They had beft to do; Who
gave Them his Thought upon't in Words to This Effect,

Every Man in this World bas TwoWays before bimy That is to fay,
Firft, The Way of Liberty, thats Narrow and Rugged at the En-
trance, but Plainer and Smoother f4ill the further you go.  Secondly,
The Way of Servitude or Slavery, that [eems to be Eafte at firft, but
you'll find it aftermards to be full of Intolerable Difficulties. "The Sa-
mians, upon Thefe Words, Declared themfelves Unanimoufly
for Liberty, and that fince they were at prefent Free, They would
never make Themfelves Slaves by their own Confent: So The
Ambaffadors Departed, and there was a War Denounced.

When Crefus came to Underftand the Refolution the Sa-
*mians had taken, and how Inclinable they wereto a Compliance,
'till Zfop, by the Power only of a few words, Diverted them
from it, he Refolv’d tofend forand Difcourfe with Zfop. So He
made an Offer to the Samians, upon their fending Zfop to him,
to puta Stopat prefent to the courfe of his Arms.  When Z/op
came to hear of their Propofition, he told them That he was not
againft their fending of him, Provided only that he might tell
them One Story before he Left them.

In Old Time, ({ays he ) when fome Beafts talked better Sence then
Many Men donow a days, there bappen’d to be a Fierce War betwixt
the Wolves and the Sheep, And the Sheep, by the kelp of the Dogs,
had rather the Better on’t. The Wolves, upon This, offer’d the Sheep
a Peace, on Condition only that they might have their Dogs for
Hoftages, The Silly, credulous Sheep agreed to’t, and as foon as ewer
they had parted with the Dogs, The Wolves break in upon them, and
Deftroy'd them at pleafure. ~See Fab. 45.

The Samians quickly {melt out the Moral of this Fable, and
cry’d out, Once and All, that they would not part with Afop:
But this did not hinder Zfop however from putting himfelf
abord, and taking a Paffage for Lydia with the Ambafladors.

The LI_:EE of £SOP.

Cuar. XVL
ZFEfop Prefents bimfelf beﬁ)re the King of Lydia.

Mmediately Upon Zfop’s Arrival in Lydia, he Prefented him-
I felf before the King, who looking upon him with Contempt,
Hatred, and Indignation; Is This a Man fays he, tohinder the
King of Lydia from being Mafter of Samos? fop then witha
Reverence after the Lydian Fathion, deliver’d what he had to fay.

L am not bere ({ays he,Great King )in the Quality of a Man that's
Given up by his Country, or under the Compulfion of any force ; But it
is of my own Accord that 1 am now come to lay my Jelf at your Maje-
fiy's Feet, and with this only Requeft, that you will vouchfafe me the
Honour of your Royal Ear, and Patience but for a few words.

¢There was a Boy hunting of Locufts,and he had the Fortune
¢ to take a Grafshopper. She found he was about to kill her,and

¢ Pleaded after this Manner'for her Life. Alas (fays fhe) I never
¢did any Body an Injury, and never had it either in my Will or
“in my Power to do’t. ~ All my Bufinefs is my Song ; and what
¢ will you be the Better for my Death ? The Youth’s Heart re-
“lented and he fet the Simple Grafshopper at Liberty.

Your Majefty has now that Innocent Creature before you :
There’s Nothing that I can pretend to but my Voice, which I have
ever employ'd [o far as in me Lay, to the Service of Mankind. The
King was fo Tenderly moved with the Modefty and Prudence
of the Man, That he did not only give him his Life, but bad
him ask any thing further that hehad a Mind to, and it fhould
be Granted him. = Why then, fays Zfop, (with that Veneration,
Gratitude and Refpeét that the Cafe required ) I domoft humbly
implore your Majefties favour for my Country-Men the Samians.
The King Granted him his Requeft, and Confirmed it under
his Seal ; Befide that the Piety of making that Petition his Choice,
was a further Recommendation of him to his Royal Kindnefs
and Efteem.

ZEfop, foon after This, returned to Samos with the News of the
Peace, where he was Welcomed with All the Inftances of Joy
and Thankfulnefs Imaginable ; Infomuch that they Eretted a
Statue for him,withan Infcription upon it, in Honour of his Me-
mory. From Samos he return’d afterwards to Grafus, for whofe
fake he Compofed feveral of T#ofe Apologues that pafs in the World
to This Day under his Name. His Fancy lay extreamly to Tra-
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velling ; but above All other Places, he had the Greateft Mind
to fee Babylon: T'o which End he got Letters of Recommendati-
on from Crefus to the King there: who, according to Herodotus,
was a Friend, and an Ally of Creefus’s, and his Name, Labynetus;
not Lycerus, and Planudes has Handed it down tous upon a Great
Miftake. But his Curiofity led him firft to pafs through Greece,
for the fake of the Sewen Wife Men, whofe Reputation was at
That Time Famous All over the World. He had the Good Hap
in his Travelsto find them at Corinth, together with Anacharfis,and
feveral of their Followers and Difciples, Where they were All
Treated by Periander at a Villa of his not far from the Town. This
Encounter was to the Common Satisfation of the Whole Com-
pany ; the Entertainment Philofophical, and Agreeable, and
among other Difcourfes, they had fome Controverfy upon the
Subjeét of Government ; and which was the moft Excellent Form :
FEfop being fill for Monarchy, and the Rest for a Common-wealth.
He Travell'd thence, a while after into Afia, and fo to Babylon,
according to his firft Intention.

Cuar. XVIL

Afop Adopts Ennus. Ennus’s Ingratitude and Falfe-
nefs, and Efop’s Good Nature.

]T was the Fafhion in thofe Days for Princes to Exercife Try-
alls of Skili in the Putting and Refolving of Riddles, and In-
tricate Queftions ; and He that was the Beft at the Clearing or
Untying of Knotty Difficulties carry'd the Prize. Zfop’s Faculty
lay notably that way, and renderd him fo ferviceable to the
King, that itbrought him both Reputation and Reward. It was
his Unhappinefs to have No Children, for the Comfort and
Support of his Old Age ; So that with the King’s Confent, he
Adopted a young Man, who was Well Born, and Ingenuous
enough, but Poor ; His Name was Ennus. Zfop took as much
care of his Inflitution as if he had been his own Child,and Train'd
him up in thofe Principles of Virtue and Knowledge that might
moft probably render him Great and Happy. But there’s no

working upon a Flagitious and Perverfe Nature, by Kindnefs.

and Difcipline, and ’tis time loft to think of Maftering {o Incu-
rable an Evil: So that Ennus, after the Manner of other Wick-
' ed
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ed Men, heaping One Villany upon another, Counterfeits his Fa-
thers Name and Hand to Certain Letters, wherein he Promifes
his Affiftance to the Neighbour Princes againft Labynetus. Thefe
T etters Ennus carry’s to the King, and Charges his Father with
Treafon, though in Appearance, with All the trouble and un-
willingnefs that was poffible, Only a Senfe of his Duty to his
King and his Country,fivallow’d up All other Refpects of Reve-
rence and Modefty that aSon owes to a Father. The King took
All thefe Calumnies for Inftances of Ennus's Affe€tions to him,
without the Leaft Sufpition of any Fraud in the Matter : So that
without any further Enquiry, he order'd £fop to be put to Death.
The Perfons to whom the Care of his Execution was Committed,
being well Affured of his Innocence and of the Kings Ungovern-
able Paffions, took him out of the Way, and gave it out that he
was Dead. Some few Days after this, there came Letters to La-
Bynetus from Amafis the King of Zgypt, wherein Labynetus was
Defired by Amafis tofend him a certain Architett thit could raife
a Tower that fhould hang in the Air, and likewife Refolve All
Queftions. Labynetus was at a Great Lofs what Anfwer toreturn,
and the Fiercenefs of his Difpleafure againft Zfop being by This
time fomewhat Abated, he began to Enquire after him with
‘Great Paffion, and would often Profefs, That if the Parting
with One half of his Kingdom could bring him to Life again,
he would Give it. Hermippus and Others that had kept him out
of the Way, told the King upon the Hearing of This, That £/op
was yet Alive; fo They were Commanded to bring him forth ;
which they did, in All the Beaftlinefs he had Contraéted in the
Prifon.  He did no fooner Appear, but he made his Innocence
{o manifeft, that Labynetus in Extreme Difpleafure and Indigna-
tion, commanded the Falfe Accufer to be put to Death with
moft Exquifite Torments ; But Zfop, after All this, Interceded
for him, and Obtained his Pardon, upon a Charitable Prefump-
tion, that the Sence of fo Great a Goodnefs and Obligation

would yet Work upon him.  Herodotus tells the ftory of Camby-"

fes the Son of Cyras, and Crafus, and with what Joy Carbyfes
received Crarfus again, after he was fuppofed to be put to death
by his own Order ; but Then it Vary’s in This, that he Caufed
Thofe to be put to Death, that were to have feen the Execution
done, for not Obferving his Commands

Cuar.
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Cuar.  XVIIL
ZEfop's Letters of Morality to bis Son Ennus,

PON Efop’s coming again into Favour, he had the King

of Zgypt’s Letter giver. him to Confider of, and Advifed
Labynetus to {end him for Anfwer, That Early the next Spring
he Thould have the Satisfaétion he Defired. * Things being in
this State, Zfop took Ennus Home to him again, and fo order'd

the Matter, that he wanted neither Counels nor Inftru&ions, .

nor any other Helps or Lights that might Difpofe him to the
Leading of a Virtuous Life, aswill Appear by the Following
Precepts.

My Son(fayshe ) Worfhip God with Care and Reverence, and with
a Sincerityof Heart void of All Hypocrifie or Oftentation : Not as if that
Divine Name and Power were only an Invention, to Fright Women and

Children, but know That God is Omniprefent, True and Almighty.

Have a Care even of your Mot Private Aftions and Thoughts, for
God fees Thorough you, and your Confiience will bear Witnefs againft
ou.

’ It is according to Prudence, aswellas Natute, to pay that Honour to
your Parents that you Expe(t your Children fhould pay to you.

Do All the Good you can to All Men, but in the Firft Place to your
Neare§t Relations, and do no Hurt however, whereyou can do no Good.

Keep a Guard upon your Words as well as upon your A&tions, that
there be no Impurity in Either.

Follow the Dilfates of your Reafon, and you are Safe ; and bave a
Care of Tmpotent AffeCtions.

Apply your felf to Learn More, fo long as there’s any Thing Left
that you do not know, and Value Good Counfel before Money.

Our Minds muft be Cultivated as well as our Plants ; The Improve-
ment of our Reafon makes us like Angels, whereas the Neglelt of it turns
us into Beafts.

There’s no Permanent and Inviolable Good, but Wifdom and Virtue,
though the Study of it Signifies Little without the Prattice.

Do not thinkit impoffible to be a Wife Man, without looking Sour up-
enit. Wifdom makes Men Severe, but not Inbumane.

It is Virtue not to be Vicious.

Keep Faith with All Men.  Have aCare of a Lye, as you would of
Sacrilege.  Great Bablers have No Regard cither to Honefty or Truth.

Tiake
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Take Delight in, and frequent the Company of Good Men, for i

will give ywi Ting?ure oj)itbeir Manners t}o)o. y f o  f

Take heed of that Vulgar Ervor, of thinking that there is any Good
in Evil. It is a Miftake when Men talk of Profitable Knavery, or of
Starving Honefty ; for Virtue and Fuftice carry All that is Good and
Profitable along with them. _

Let Every Man mind bis own Bufine[s; for Curigfity is Reftlefs.

Speak Ill of No body, and you are no more to Hear Calumnies then to
Report them: Befide that, they that PraiFice the One, Commonly Love
the Otber.

Propofe Fonest Things, Follow Wholefome Counfels, and Leave the
Euvent to God.

Let no Man Defpair in Adverfity, nor Prefume in Profperity, for All
Things are Changeable.

Rifé Early to your Bufinefs, LearnGood Things, and Oblige Good
Men'; Thefe are three Things you fball riever Repent of.

Hawe a Cave of Luxury and Gluttony 5 but of Drunkennefs Efpecial-
ly; for Wine as well as Age makes a Man a Child.

Watch for the Opportuuities of doing things, for there’s Nothing Well
done but what's done in Seafon.

Love and Honour Kings Princes and Magiftrates, for they are the
Bands of Society, in Pw;z'/l;ing of the Guilty,and Protefing the Innocent.

"Thefe, orfuch as thefe, were the Leffons that ZEfop read daily
to his Son ; but fo far was he from mending upon Them, that
he grew Every Day worfe and worfe, fhewing thiat it is not in
the power of Art or Difciplirie to Reétify a Pervetfe Nature, or
(as Enripides {ays ) to make a Man Wife that bas no Soul. But how-
ever, according to Neveletus, te cime foon after to be Touched
in Confcience for his Barbarous Ingratitude, ard Dyed in a Ra-
ging Remotfe for what he had done.

The Spring was now at Hand, and Zfop was preparing for
the Task he had Undertaken About the Building of a Tower
inthe Air, and Refolving All Manner of Queftions: But I fhall
fay no more of That Romantick part of the Hiftory, then that
he went into Zgypt, and Acquitted himfelf of his Commiffi-
on to Amafis with Great Reputation. From thence back again
to Labynetus, Laden with Honours and Rewatds ; from whom
he got leaveto Return into Greece; but upon Condition of Re:
turning to Babylon by the Firft Opportunity:
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Cuar. XIX.

Bfop's Voyage to Delphos; bis Barbarous Ufage
There, and bis Death.

HEN Z/fophad almoft taken the whole Tour of Greece,

he went to Delphos, either for the Oracles {ake, or for
the fake of the Wife Men that Frequented that Place. But
when he came thither, he found Matters to be quite otherewife
then he expeéted, and fo far from deferving the Reputation they
had in the World for Piety and Wifdom, that he found them
Proud, and Avaritious, and Hereupon Deliverd his Opinion of
Them under this Fable.

I find ( fays he ) the Curioftty that brought me Hither, to be much
the Cafe of People at the Sea fide, that Jee [omething come Hulling to-
ward them agreat way off at Sea, and take it at firft tobe fome Mighty
Matter, but upon Driving Neater and Nearer the Shore, it troves at
laft to be only a heap of Weeds and Rubbifb.  See Fub. 189.

"The Magiftrates of thePlace took Infinite Offenceat this Liberty
and prefently enter’d into a Confpiracy againft him to takeaway
his Life, for fear ke fhould Give them the fame Charatter elfe-
where in his Travels, that he had done there upon the Place. It
was not fo Safe they thought, nor fo Effetuala Revenge to make
him away in private ; butif they could fo contrive it, as to bring
him to a fhameful End, under a Form of Juftice, it would bet-
ter anfwer their Bufinefs and Defign.  To Which Purpofe they
caufed a Golden Cup to be fecretly convey’d into his Baggage,
when he was packing up to Depart. He was no fooner out of the
Town upon his Journey, But Immediately purfu’d and taken up-
on the way by the Officers,and Charged with Sacrilege. Ffop de-
ny’d the Matter, and Laughed at them All for a Company of
Mad Men ; But upon the Searching of his Boxes, they took the
Cup dnd fhewd it to the People, Hurrying him away to Prifon
in the Middle of his Defence. They brought him the Next Day
into the Court, Where Notwithftanding the Proof of his Inno-
cence, as clearasthe Day,  he was Condemned to Dye; and his
Sentence was to be Thrown Head-long from a Rock, Down a
Deep Precipice.  After his Doom was paft, he Prevailec}r upon

hem,
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Them, with much ado to be heard a few Words, and {o told
them the Story of the Frog and the Moufe, as it ftands in the
Fable.

This wrought nothing upon the Hearts of the Delphians, but
as they were Bawling at the Executioner, to Difpatch and do
his Office, Aifop ona Sudderi gave them the Slip, and Fled toan
Altar hard by there, in hopes the Religion of the Place might
have proteted him, but the Delphians told him, thatthe Altars
of the Gods were not to be any Santtuary to thofe that Robbed
their Temples; Whereupon he took Occafion to tell them the
Fable of the Eagle and the Beetle to this following effedt, As it
ftands in the Book, Num. 378.

Now fays Zfop, ( after the telling of this Fable) you are not
to Flatter your Selves that the Prophaners of Holy Altars, and
the Oppreflors of the Innocent, fhall ever efcape Divine Ven-
geance. This Enraged the Magiftrates to fuch a Degree, that
they commanded the Officers Immediately to take Zfop from the
Altar, and Difpatch him away to his Execution. ~ When ZEfop
found that Neither the Holinefs of the Place, nor the Clearnefs of
his Innocence was Sufficient to Protet him, and that he was to
fall a Sacrifice to Subornation and Power, he gave them yet one
Fable more as he was upon the Way to Execution.

There was an Old Fellow ( fayshe ) that bad [pent his Whole Life
in the Country without ever feeing the Town, he found bimfelf Weak
and Decaying, and Nothing would ferve, but his Friends mut needs
Sbew bim the Town ance before he Dyed. Their Affes were very well
Acquainted with the Way, and o they caufed them to be made Ready, and
turned the Old Man and the Affes Loofe, without a Guide to try their
Fortune.  They were overtaken Upon the Road by a Terrible Tempeit,
o that what with the Darkne[s, and the Violence of the Storm, the Affes
were Beaten out of their Way, and Tumbled with the Old Man in-
to a Pit, where he bad only time to Deliver his Laft Breath with This
FExclamation.  Miferable Wetch that I am, to be Deftroy'd, fince Dye
Ik, by the bafeft of Beafts ; by Affes.  And that’s my Fate now in
fuffering by the Hands of a Barbarous, Sottifly People, that Underftand
Nothing eitber of Humanity or Honour: arid ACF Contrary to the Tyes
of Hofpitalizy and Fuftice.  But the Gods will not Juffer my Blood to
Iye Unrevenged, and I doubt not but that in Time the Fudgment of Hea-
wen will give you to Underftand your Wickednefs by your Punifbment.
He was fpeaking on, but they Pufthed him Off Headlong from
the Rock, and he was Dafhed to Pieces with the Fall

The
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The Delphians, foonafter This, were vifited with Famine and
Peftilence, to fuch a Degree,that they Weat to Confult the Ora-
cle of Apallo to know what Wickednefs it was had brought thefe
Calamities upon Them. The Oracle gave them this Anfwer,
That they were to Expiate for the Death of Zfep. In the Con-
{cience of their Barbarity, they EreGted a Pyramid to his Honour,
and it is upon Tradition, that a Great Many of the Moft Emi-
nent Men among the Greeks of that Seafon, went afterwards to
Delphos upon the News of the Tragical End of Zfop, to Learn
the Truth of the Hiftory, and found upon Enquiry, That the
Principal of the Confpirators had Jaid Violent hands upon Them-

felves.

Alphabetlcal

Referring to the NUMB E R of the ive

NT indFy . 34
Ant and Pigeon. 203
Ant and Grafshopper. 217

Ant formerlya Man. 188
Ape wanting a Tayl, and Fox. = 51

Ape and Fox King. 116
Ape and two Brats. 248
Apes Dancing, 375
Ape and Dolphin. 169
Ape and Mountebank. 397

Ape Judge, Fox and Wolfe 415
Apeand Lyon in’s Kingdow. 416

« Apes Kingdom. 413
Apples and Horfe-Tards. 134
Arion and a Dolphin. 382
Avriftotles Tyrant. 489
Afs and Lyon Hunting: 7
Afs Braying and Lyon. ‘10
ASS and Whelp. 15
Afs and Maftiffe. 491
ASfs and Ungrateful Mafler. . .. 24.
Afs, Ape and Mole. 26
Afs andWolfe. 36.
Afs and Pamper'd Horfe. . 38
Afs Laden and Horfe, . 63
AfS, Lyon and Fox Hunting. 206
Afs 10 Jupiter. 208
Af&in s Lyon’s Skis. 224

LES

Fazi
Afs and Two Travellers. 376
ASS.and Country-mian (Alaram.) 262
Afs puts in for an Offise. 306
Afs, Sick and Wolfe. .~ - 314
Affes Wifb. ’ 317
Afs Green and &« Widow, 332
Afs, Lyon and Hare. - 346
Afs Lyon and Cock. - 140
ASs Wild and Tame.. C 196
Affes 0 Jupiter. - 191
ASs and Frogs. . 192
Afs Galld and Raven..

19
Afs, Lyon and Fox, [Treachery.] xqi
ASS and Old Man. 48
Afs 20 be Tanght Grammar. 263
Afles and Country-man.’ 372
Afs, Lyon and Wolves. 396
Two Afles Laden with Salt- and

Spunge. . 408
Afs Fadge of Mufick, 414
Affes Two. Laden. [Oats and Money.]

. 17
Afs Challengd by a Bodr. 218
Afs and Shadow. 321
Affes Skin. 437
Af3 carrying an Image. 487
Afirologer and Traveller. 04

d » Bat
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B.

Bat and Weazgle,

Bat, Birds and Beaffs.

Bat, Bramble and Cormorant.
Belly and Members.

Bear and Trg Friends.
Beafts usd; )

Bear and Bees. -

Three Things better for Beating.
Bever Hunted, - -

Bee Mafter,

Bee went over to the Drones.
Bees and Drones,

Birds and Beetles.

Bitches Bed-maker.

Bitch ready to Puppy.
Bifhop and Curate,
Blackbird afraid of a Kjte.
Bladder with Beans.
Blinkard Baying of Wheat,
Wafhing a Black-a-more.
Boar and Horfe. .

Boy and Falle Alarums.
Boy and Fortusie.

Boy and Thief.

Boy. and Goldfinch.

Boy and his Mother.

Boy and Snake.

Boy and Cockles.

Boys and Frogs.

Boy would not learn his Beok.
Boar and Fox.

Brother and Sifter.

Bultard and Cranes.

Bull 473 Goar.

Bull and Moufe,

Bull azd Ram.

Bull 4#d Gnat.

Fas.

C.

Cat and Cock.

Cat and Venus.

Cat and Mice [ Diffembling. ]
Cat Counterfeiting and Mice.
Cafe of Conjéience at Play,
Camel ¢ firft Sight.

Camel praying for Horns.
Capons Fat and Lean.

Fas.

Cardinal and an Old Friend. 276
Chrittian and Pagan, 362
Cock and Diamond, i
Cock a7d 2 Fox [ Cafe.] 400
Cock and Horfes. 439
Cocks and Partridge, 4
Coack azd Two Yosng Men. 58
Collier drd Fuller, 64
Country-man and Snake Frozen. g
Country-man Srake and Child, 30
Country-man and Fortune. 231
Country-man and ar Oxe. 242
Country-man asd a Boar, 244
Country-man and Hereules. 246
Country-man and Hawk. 257
Country-man and River. 259
Country-man and Monfe, 280
Country-man a7d K;d, 340
Country-fellow Climbing aTree.369
Country-man axd Hog. 360
Country-man and Jupiter. 460
Country-man and Panther. 490
Covetous-man and ax Envious, 238
Covetous Embaffador. 275§
Counfel of Birds for Chufing Kings.

(o]

Cockle and Fupiter. gzz
Corrupt Officer. 349
Cocks Fighting. 123
Cock and Fox [ Peace.] 353
Counfel of Beaffs. 399
Cobler tai#d Doétor. 401
Cobler and Financier. 402
Country-fellow 474 2 River Raun-
ning. 422
Confultation about fecuring 4 Town.

448

Crow and Mufcle. 12

Crow and Pitcher. 239
Crow and Raven [ foreboding.] 178
Crow and Dog. 179
Crow and Raven. 462
Crab 0/ and Young. 221
Crows and Pigeons. 386
Cuckow and Hawk, 261
Cunning Woman, 93
Cuckow and Little Birds. 419

Daw

~An Alphabetical Table.

D.

Daw and Borrow'd Feathers.
Daw and Pigeons.

Daw witha Sz(r)ing 2f’s Foot.
Demades the Orator.

One willing to pat off Death:
Death and an 0ld Man.
Devil Refus’d to Marry.
Demetrius and Menander.
Dog and Shadow.

Dog and Thitf.

Dog 0/d and his Mafter.
Dog, Sheep and Wolfe.

Dog and Butcher:

Dog and Wolfe.

Dog in a Manger.

Dog with a Bell.

Dog and Lyon. )

Dog run away from his Mafter.
Dog invited 1o Supper.

Dog and a Wolfe,

Dog and Cock on & Journey:
Dog Trufly and his Mafter.
Dog and his Mafter.

One Bit by a Dog:

Dog and Cas.

Dogs and a Raw Hide.
Dogs Town and Country.
Dr. and Patient [ AlP's well.]
Dr. and Patient [ fore Ejes.]
Dirs. and a Sheep.

Dr. Vint ner and Botcher:
Droll ard a Bifbop.

Droll ard a Crooked Old Man.

E.

Eagle and Arrow.
Bagle and Fox.
Eagle a7d Daw.
Eagle and Owl.
Eagle and Tortoife.
Eagle and Beetle.
Eagle and Pye.
Eagle and Rabbets.
Eagle and Man.
Eagle, Cat and Sor.
Eagle fers up for a Beanty.
Eagle and Leveret.

Fas.
33
181
182
253
350
113
459

447
6

21
25
29
59
68
76

226

Eele and Snake;
Enemies Two a¢ Sea,
Eftritcchy Birds and Beafts.

F.

Father and his Sons [Unity]
Father and Sons [ Indufiry.]
Farmer and bis Dogs.
Fawn and Stag.

Farmer and bis Servant.
Fifherman with Little Fifb:
Fitherman’s Good Lack,
Fifhermen difappointed,
One at 2 Fifh-Dinner.
Fifherman and Pipe.
Fithing in Troubled Waters.
Fir and Bramble.

Fithes and Frying-Pan.
Fig-Trec and Thorn.

Fly wpon o Wheel.

Flea and Man.

Flea and Hercules.
Florentine and Hor(e-Conrfer.
Flattery, No Law againft it.
Fox and Raven,

Fox and Stork.

Fox and Carv’d Head.

Fox and Sick Lyon.

Fox and Weazle.

Fox and Lyon [ firf? fight.]
Fox and Hare to Jupirer:
Fox and Leopard.

Fox and Worm.

Fox and Cat.

Fox and Hedge-Hog.

Fox and Gaﬂfw.

Fox and Sick Cock.

Fox and Hare. .
Fox praifing Hares Flefb.
Fox and Goat.

Fox that loft his Tayl.

F¥ox and Bramble.

Fox and Crocodile.

Fox and Huntfmen.

Fox and Gmfcx.

Fox and Crab,

Fox Condemn’d;

Fox and Wolfe.

Fox and Cock [ fore Eye.]
] d 2
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Fox awd Dragon.

Fox and Divintty Cock.
Fowler and Pigeon.
Fowler and Chaffinch.
Fowler and Blackbird.
Fowler and Partridge.
Fool and a Hot Iron.
Fool and a Sive,
Fortune-Teller.

Fortune and Two Friends.
¥rog and Moufe.

Frog Chufe a Kjng-

Frog and Oxe.

Frogs and Torsoifes.
Frogs wanting Water.
Frogs Two Zéeiﬂ hbors.
Frogs and Bulls.

Frogs and Suin.

Fryer, Laique and Wolfe.
Friends Few.

Oue had a mind to try his Friends.
337°

G.

Gard’ner and his Dog.

Gard’ner and his Landlord.

Gard’ner and Mole.
Gnat and Bee.

A Man Refufes 4 Glytter.
Gnat and a Lyon.

Oune Dreamt he found Gold.

Goat and Vine.
Gourd and Pine.
Goofe and Goflin.

H.

Hares 4sd Frogs.

Hare and Sparrow.
Hare and Tortoife.
Hares, Foxes and Eagles.
‘Two Men and a Halter.
Hen and Golden Eggs.
Hermit and Soldser.
Hedge-Hog and Suake.
Hen and Swallow.
Hedge deftroy’d.

Sick Hermit.

Hercules and Pluto.

Fas.
475
424

66
291
96
132
438

Fae.
Horfe and Lyon. 37
Horfe and Hog. 299
Horfe Skittifp. 4~ 479
Horfe-man’s Wig Blows of. - 228
Hound and Maftsff. 172
Husband-man and Stork. 73
Husband-man 2zd Ceres. 256
Husband-man twri’d Soldier. and

Merchan:.

- 305
Husband, Wife, and Ghoftly Futber.

. 357
Husband and Wife twice Marryd.302
Hunt{man and Currier, 300
Husband Fealous. 312

Hypocrite. . 497
L

Image Expos'dto Sale. 446
Impertinent and a Philofophcr. 327
Impertinent Doétor and Patient.205
Impoftor 7o the Oracle. 86
Indultry and Sloth. 352
oy and Sorrow near a-kin. 433
Jupiter and a Ape. 213
Jupiter and a Bee, 125
Jupiter and an Se}pml, 138
upiter and Fraud, 183
Jupiter and Modefty. 184
Jupiter’s Wedding., 185
upiter and a Herds-man. 200
Jupiter’s Altar Robb’d. 385
Jupiter and a Farmer. 435
Jupiter’s Two Wallets: 388

K.

Kite Sick and her Mother.
Kite, Hawk and Pigeons.
King and a Rich Subjeét,
Kingsfither.

L’

Lark and her Young:
Lark 7z a Net.

Lapwing Prefersd.

Lad Robbing an Orchard.
Lamb, Wolfe and Goat.
Laconique T7y’d and Caff.

Fas.
Lady in'Tears for a Set of Horfés: 496
Luck Good and Bad. 230
Lyonasd Bear. 5
Lyon 0/d. o 14
Lyon and Moufe. 16
Lyon and Frog. . 202
Lyon and Goas. 2i0
Lyon and Bulls, o 236
Lyon and Man. iz . 249
Lyon ard Moufe. 303
Lyon azd Hog. 344
Lyon a#d Bull. 120
Lyon 7z Love. ) 121
Lyon, Fox and Wolfe. 156
Lyon ard Man in thelVood. 430
Lyon, Boar andVaultars. 456
Lyon Generows. 472
Lyon Raging. 412
Lyonefs and a Fox. 122°

M.

Man and Satyr. 243
Man Wicked and the Devil. .~ 308
Oune that Cur’d Mad-men. 368
Man and Weazxle. 441
Man a7d a Swallow. 127
Man zrnd 2 Wooden God. 105
Man and the Picture of a Lyon. 100
Man and Two Wiwes. 141
Wian in Tears for the Lofs of his Wife.
443
Vah.:ppy March, 173
Fillow about to Marry. 425
Matchia 493
Mer : q

Mercary awd 4 Carpenter.
Mercury aind a St
Mercury azd Tircfias.
Merchant and a Sea-naiz.
Mice zud Qak,

Mice, Cat and Bell.
Miller and Ratt.
Mifer buryiing his Gold.
Mifcr and his Bags.
Mifer and Rotsen Apples.
Mountain 7z Labousr,
Mountebank and Bear. -
No to Morrow.

Moufe i a Cheft.

Moufe City and Country.” .

Moufe and Kjte.
Mole and her Dam.
Moon begs a New Gown.
Mule Boafting. .
Mufician.

N.

Nightingale and Hawk,
Nightingale and Bar,. "
One would bave no Tl Nevws.
Nurfe and Wolfe, .. <

0.

Oak and Willow.
Old Mz and Lyon.

: "3
Old Fellow andYoung Wench.

Ow) and Little Birds.
Owl and the Sun.

Ose and Heifer. -\

Oxen and Timber.
Oxen and a piece of Timber.

5
! One carry’d his Plough to Eafé’ his
: : 373

. Oxen.

Peacock 10 Fauno.

Peacock and Pye.

Peacock and Crane..
Peach-Apple 2#d Black-berry.
Pigeon and Pye. .
Pigeon and Picture,

Pigeon and Crom.

i Pigeons Reconcile the Hawhs, .

Pike fets up for Soveresgnty.
Plain Horfe wins the Prize.

One that loft his Money at Play.

Prieft and Pears.
Priclt and Epiphany.
Prielt and Sick-man.
Tiwo Pots.

Large Promifes.

T.
Raven and Wolves,

Raven and Swan.
Rats that Eat Copper.

8o
204
234
135

" 260

196
197
347
334
339
379
298
364
367
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Fae.

Raven and Snake.

Reafon of State.

River Fufb and Sea-Fifh.
River and Fountain.

Rich Man would be no Richer.
Rich Man and Poor.

Rich Man and Servant.

S.

Satyr and Fire,

Sea~men Praying 10 Saints.
Sheep a#d Crom.
Sheep-biter Hang’d.
Sheep Quarreiswiththe Shepherd.
Shepherd turn’d Merchant.
Shepherd and Wolves Whelp.
Shepherd and Sheep.
Shepherd, Wolfe and Fox.
Shipwrack of Simonides.
Smith and his Dog.

Snake and File.

Snake ro Jupiter.

Snake and Crab.

Soldier 474 Two Horfes.
SonSinging at’s Mother Funeral,
Sow azd Dog.

Sow and Bitch.

Two Soldiersgo Halves.
The Incorrigible Son.
Spider a7d Goat.

Spaniel and Sow.

Stag Drinking.

Stag and Oxen.

Stag and Horfe.

Stag with Oze Eye.

Stag and Lyon.

Sun and Wind.

Swallow and other Birds.
Swallow and Spider.

Swan and Stork.

Swan and Goofe.

Swallow and Crow.

T.

Taylor and his Wife.

A Tavern Bill pardwith a Song.
Confeiencions Thieves.
Thrufh taken with Birdlime.

180
482
251
307

44
468
282

471
272

77
330
335

99
155
199
443
476
117

44
285
154
292
311
152
153
429
329
383

354
365

498
49

Thrufh and Swallow.

Thunny and Dolphin.

Thieves that Stole a Cock.

Tree and Wedge.

Old Tree Tranfplanted.

Trees Streight and Crooked. 266
Travellers and a Bag of Money. 164
Travellers &y she Sea-fide. 189
Two Travellers of Differing Humors.
Two Travellers find an Oyffer. i?i
A Bragging Traveller. 85
Travellers Dreaming. 481
Trumpeter zaken Prifoser. 67
Tyger and Fox. 235

V.

Ufurers and Carryers. 392
Vulturs Invitation. 211

w.

Wax and Brick. 304
Walps in « Honey-Pot. 126
Walps, Partridges and Husbandman.
137
0!d Weazle and Mice. §1
Wench parting with her Sweet-beart.
269
A Creaking Wheel. 336
The Inconfolable Widow. 268
An Old Man gives over Whoring.326
Widow had a mind to Marry, ~ 283
Wite and Drunken Husband. 157
Wolfe and Lamb. 3
Wolfe and Crane. 8
Wolfe and Sow. 23
Wolfe, Kid and Goat. 28
Wolfe and Fox. 42
‘Wolves and Sheep League, 45
Wolves and Dogs agree. 394
Wolfe, Lawsh and Goat. 6o
Wolfe and Kid. 207
Wolfe and Porcupine. 320
Wolfe and Sheepeskin. 328
Wolfe and Lyon. 130
Wolfe and Kjd.
Wolfe and Sheep.
Wolfe tarn’d Shepherd.

An 'Alph.al,)etic'al Table.

Fas.

Wolfe turns Religions. 436
Wolfe and Fox. 467
Wolfe and Hog. 469
Wolfe and a Weak Young Man, 341
A Trepanning Wolfe. 499
A Woman and her Maids, 209
“4» Old Woman and the Devil. 192

‘A Woman would Dye for her Huf--

band. 310

FAB'.

AWoman brought Fire into the Houfe

4
A Woman and a Fat Hen. 38
‘Woman and Trvo Daughters, 19
A Woman Drowr’d, 35
Woman and Thrafbes. 42
Woman, Cat and Mice. 2
Woman Reviv'd with Beating. 452
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A @ock and a TiAmonD.

S a Cock was turning up @ Dunghill, hefpy'd a Dia-
mond. Well (fays he to himfelf) this fparkling Foo-
lery now to a Lapidary in my place, would have

: been the Making of him; butas toaiy Ufe or Pur-
pofe cf mine, a Barley-Corn had been worth Forty on't.

The MoRAL.

He that's Induftrious in an Honeft Calling, fball never fail of a Bleffing.
*[is the part of a Wife Man to Prefor Things NecefJary before Matters of
Cuyioficy, Ornament, or Pleafure.

REFLEXION

Py e Moralits will have Wifdoms and Virtue to be meant by the Dia-
soond;, the Worldand the Pleafures of it, by the Dunghill; and by the Cock,
a Voluptuons Man, that Abandons himfelfto his Lufts, withoutany regard,
either to the Study, the Praétice, or the Excellency of better Thirgs.

Now, with favour of the Ancients, this Fable feems to me, rather to
hold forth an Emblem of Induftry and Moderation. 'The Cock lives by his
honeft Labour, and maintains his Family out of it ; His Scraping upon the
Dunghill,is but Working in his Calling : "The precious Stone is only a gawd
Tempeation that Fortune throwsin his way to divert him from his Bufinefs
and his Duty. He would have been glad, he fays, of a Berley Corn in-
ftead on’t; and fo cafts it afide as a thing not worth the heeding. What
isall this now, but the paffing ofa true Eftimate upon thie Matter in que-
ftion, in preferring that which Providencg has made and pronounc’d to be
the Staff of Life, before a glittering Gew-Gaw, that has no other Value,
then what Vanity, Pride and Luxury have fer upon’t? The Price of the
Market to a Jeweller in his Trade, is onething, but the izerinfick Worth of
» thing toa Man of Senfé, and Fudgment, is another, Nay, that very La-
pidary him%lf, witha coming Stomach, and in the C ock’s place, wouldhave
inade tlie Cock's Choice.  The Doétrin, in fhort, may be this; That weare
to prefer things meceffary, betore things wperflnous ; the Comforts and the
Bleffing, of Provideate, before the dazling and the fplendid Curiofities of

B Mode
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Mode and Imagination : And finally, that weare not to ge i
by Fancy, but by Reafon. y re not to govern our Lives

Fas IL
A Cat and a Tock.

T wasthe hard Fortune once of a Cock, tofall into the Clut-
chesof a Cat. Pufs had a Months Mind to be upon the Bones
of him, but was not willing to pick a Quarrel however, without
fome plaufible Color for't. Sirrah (fays the) what do you keep
fuch a bawling, and fcreaming a Nights for, that no body can
fleep near you? Alas fays the Cock, I never wake any body, but
when ’tis time for People to rife; and go about their Bufinefs.
Nay, fays the Cat,and then there was never {uch an inceftuous
Rafcal ;" Why, you make no more Confcience of Lying with
your own Mother, and your Sifters—-—-In truth, fays the Cock
again, that's only to provide Eggs formy Mafter and Miftrefs.
Come come, fays Pufs,withoutany more ado,’tis time for meto
go to Breakfaft, and Cats don’t live upon Dialogues ; at which
word fhe gave him a Pinch, and fo made an end, both of the
Cock, and of the Story. :

Pz IIL
A TUoif and a Lamb.

: S aWolf was lapping at the Head of a Fountain, he fpy'd

a Lamb, paddling at the fame time,a goed way off down
the Stream. The Wolf had no fooner the Prey in his Eye, but
away he runs open-mouthtot. Villain ( fays he ) how dare
you lye mudling the Water that I'am a drinking ? Indeed, fays
the poor Lamb, 1 did not think that my drinking there below,
could have foul’d your Water fo far above. Nay, fays tother,
you'll never leave your chopping of Logick, till your Skin’s
turn'd over your Ears, as your Fathers was, a matter of fix
Months ago,for prating at this fawcy rate ; you remember it full
well, Sirrah. If youll believe me, Sir, (quoth the innocent
Lamb, with fear and trembling) I'was not come into the World
then. Why thou Impudence, cries the W0lf, haft thou neither

Shame, nor Confcience ? But it runs in the Blood of your whole -

Race, Sirrah, tohate our Family ; and therefore fince Fortune
has brought us together {o conveniently, you thall een pay fome
of your Fore-Fathers Scores before you and I part ; and fo with-

out
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out any more ado, he leaptat the Throat of the miferable help-
lefs Lamb, and tore him immediately to pieces.

The MoraL of the Two Fablesabove.

*Tis an eafy Matter to find a Staft to bear a Dog. Innocence is no Prote-
ction again]f the Arbitrary Cruelty of aTyrannical Power : But Reafon
and Confeience are yet [o Sacred, that the Greateft Villanies are ffill Coun-
tenanc’d under that Cloak and Colour.

REFLEXION.

PripE and Cruelty rever want a Pretence to do Mifchief. The Plea
of No Guilty goes for Nothing againft Power: For Acculing is Proving,
where Malice and Forceare Joyn’d in the Profecution.

When Innocence is to be opprefs’d by Might, Arguments are foolith
things ; nay the very Merits, Virtues, and good Offices of the Perfon ac-
cus’d, are Emprov’d to his Condemnation: As the Induftry and Watchful-
nels of the Cock here, in the calling of People out of their Beds to work
when ’tis time to rife, is turn’d upon him as a Crime. Nay, fuch is the
Confidence of a fpightful Cruelty, that People fhall be charg’d (rather
then fail ) with things utterly impoffible, and wholly foreign to the Mat-
ter in queftion. 'The Lab it felf fhall be made malicious. And what is
this now, but the lively Image of a perverfe Reafon of State, fet up in
oppofitionto Truthand Juftice; but under the Auguft Name and Pretence,
however of Both ? As Loyalty, for the purpofe, fhall be calld Rebellion,
and the Exercife of the moft Neceffary Powers of Government, fhall pafs
for Tyranny and Oppreflion. Decency of Religious Worfhip {hall be made
Superftition ; Tendernefs of Confcience {hall be call’d Phanaticifm; Singu~
farity and Fation ; and the very Articles of the Chriftian Faith fhall be
condemn’d for Hercfie. Villanies have not the fame Countenance, when
there are Great Interefts, Potent Meditations, Prefents, Friends, Advocates,
Plaufible Colours, and Flourifhes of Wit, and Rhetorique, Interpos'd be-
twixt the Sighnt and the Object. There are ways of Decesving the Eyes,
as well as of Blinding them ; fo that the Caufe of the Innocent muftbe Re-
mitted at Jaft to that Great and Final Decifion, where thereis no longer
any Place for Paffion, Partiality, Corruption, or Error. Butas to the Bu-
finefs of this World, when the Cocks and the Lambs lie at the Mercy of Cats
and Wolves, they muft never expect better Quarter; efpecially where the
Hearts Blood of the One,is the Nourifhmentand Entertainment of the Other.

Fas. IV.
A fiog and a Pouids

Here fell out a Bloody Quarrel once betwixt the Frogs

and the Mice, about the Sovereignty of the Fenns; and

whilft Two of their Companions were Difputing it at Swords

Point, Down comes a Kite Powdering upon them in the Infe-
#im, and Gobbles up both together, to Part the Fray.

B2 Fas
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Fas V.
A Lion and a Bear,

Here was alLion and Bear had gotten a Fawn betwixt
them, and there were they at it 7ooth and Nail, which of
the Two fhould carry't off. They Fought it out, till they were
¢'n glad to lie down, and take Breath. In which Inftant, a Fox
pafling that way, and finding how the cafe ftood with the Two
Combatants, feizd upon the Fawn for hisOwn Ufe, and {o ve-
1y fairly fcamper'd away with him. The Lion, and the Bear
faw the Whole Aétion, but not being incondition to Rife and
Hinderit, they pafsd this Reflexion upon the whole matter ;
Here have we been Worrying one another, who fhould have
the Booty, till this Curfed Fox has bobbd us Both on't.

The Moray of the Two Fables above,

°Tss the Fate of All Gotham Quarrels, when Fools go together &, ,
20 have Kpavesrun away with the Stakes. g0 sogesher by she Ears

REFLEXION.

THrs is nomore then what we fee Dayly in Popular Fa&tions,
Pragmatical Foolscommonly begin the nga}l;ble, ar?d Crafty Kna’ve‘: xtlee;;
'tl}’]e‘ Benefit l?f 1}: l;l“here iste§y rarely any Quarrel, either Publique, or

rivate, whether betwixt Perfons, or Parti i
hogesdto be the Better for’t. ’ % buta Third Wewes, and
_ And all is butaccording to the Old Proverb, While Tiwo Do, ioht-
z;;g for a Bone, a Third rt%n away with it. szvide and Gowrﬁf ,izgaFi{l;:fe
of State, that we fee Confirm’d and fupported by Dayly Praftice and
Experience : Sothat ’tis noneof the Slighteft Arguments for the Neceffic
of a Common Peace, that the Litigants Tear one another to pieces fo);
the Benefit of fome Third Intereft, that makes Advantage of their Difa-
greement. This is no more then what we find upon Experience through
the whole Hiftory of the World in All Notable Changes, and Revolutions,
that is to fay, the Contendents have been ftill made a Prey to a Third Pare ;
And this has notbeen only the Fate and the Event of Popular Quarrels bL}{]t
the Punifhment of them; for the Judgment kil treads upon the Heel of
the Wickednefs. People may talk of Lsberty, Properity, Confeience, Right
of Title, . but the main Bufinefs and Earneit of the World, is Mo;zej Do-
minion, and Power, and how to Compafs Thofe Ends; and not a Rufh
matter at laft, whether it beby Force, or by Cunning. ’ Might and Righe
are Infeparable, in the Opinion of the World ; and he that has the Longer
Sword, fhall never want, either Lawyers, or Divines to Defend hisCla%r
%}ut :115;1{11 g(gn}gzs the Kize, or1 thchox, in the Conclution; that is to L';y
fome Third Party, that either by Strength, or by Craft, Mufter N
Plaintiff and Defendant, and carries awaybth:z Bootizum} Mufters borl
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Fas. VL
A Dog and 2 Shavot,

S a Dog was croffing a River, with a Morcel of Good

Flefh in his Mouth, he faw (ashe thought) Another Dog

under the Water, upon the very fame Adventure. He never

confider’d that the one was only the Image of the Other ; but

out of a Greedinefs to get Both, he Chops at the Shadow, and
Lofes the Subftance.

The MoxraAL.

All Covet, All Lofe ; which may ferve for a Reproof to Thofe that Govern
their Lives by Fancy and Appetite, without confulting the Honoar, and

the Fuftice of the Cafe.
REFLEXON.

Taurs istheéCafe of unreafonable, and Infatiable Defires; as in Love,
Ambition, and the Like; where Peopleare ftill reaching at More and More,
1ill they lofe all in the Conclufion.

There are more Meanings of Subffance and Shadow ; of Miftaking One
for Tother; and Lofing All by Chopping at More; then the bare Senie
and Letter of the Dog, the Flgfb, and the Image here in the Fable. Un-
der thefe Heads are comprehended all Inordinate Defires,Vain Hopes,and
Miferable Difappointments, What {hall we fay of thofe that {pend their
Days in Gaping after Court-Favours and Preferments; Servile Flatteries,
and Slavifh Attendances? That Live and Entertain themfelves upon Blef-
fings in Vifion ? ( For Fair Words and Promifes, are no more than Empty
Appearances) What is all This, but Sacrificing 2 Mans Honour, Integrity,
Liberty, Reafon, Body, Soul, Fortune, and All, for Shadows? We place

. our Truft in Things that have no Being; Diforder our Minds, Difcompofe

our Thoughs, Entangle our Eftates,and Sell our felves, in One Word, for
Bubbles. How wretched is the Man that does not know when he’s Well,
but paffes away the Peace and Comfort of his Life, for the Gratifying of 2
Fantaftical Appetite, or Humour ! Nay, and he Mifles his Aim, even in
That too, while he Squanders away his Intereft, and Forfeits his Difcre-
tion, in the Purfuit of Onc Vanity after Another. Ambition is a Lad-
der that reaches from Earth to Heaven ; and the Firft Round is but {o ma-
ny Inches in a Mans way towards the Mounting of All the Reft. Hes
never well till he's at the Top, and when he can go no Higher, he muft
cither Hang in the Air, or Fall ; For in This Cafe, he has nothing above
him to Afpireto, nor any Foot-Hold left him to come down by. Every
Man has what’s Sufficient, at Hand, and in Catching at more then he can
carry away,he lofes what he Had. Now there’s Ingratitude, as well asDifap-
pointment, in al} thefe Rambling and Extravagant Motions: Befide, that
Avarice is always Beggerly ; for Hethat Wants, has as good as Nothing.
The Delire of More and More,rifes by a Natural Gradation to Moft, and at-
ter thar,to All ; ‘Till in the Conclufion we find our felves Sick and Weary
of All that’s poffible to be had; follicitous for fomething clfe, and then
swhen we have fpent our Days in the Quefk of the Meanelt Things, and at

the
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the Feet too of the Worft of Men, we find at the bottom of the Acccount,
that all the Enjoyments under the Sun,are not worth ftruggling for. What
can be more Vainer now, then to Lavifh out our Livesand Fortunesinthe
Search and Purchafe of Trifles; and at the fame time to lye Carking for the
Unprofitabe Goods of this World, and in a reftlefs Anxiety of Thought
for what’sto come. The Folly, in fine, of thefe Vexationsand Frivolous
Purfuits, fhews it felf in all the Tranfports of our Wild and Ungovern’d
Aftections.

Here is further fet forth in this Emblem, All the Fabulous Torments of
Hell, even Above-Ground. Men that are Tainted with this Appetite are
ready to dye of Thirft, with Tantalus,and the Water running at their very
Lips. They are Condemn'd with the Siffers, to the Filling of Twbs with
Holes in’em; which is but a Lively Figure of fo much Labor {pent in Vain,
upon the Gratitying of Unreafonable Defires. 'What’s a Man’s Contend-
ing with Infuperable Difficulties, but the Rolling of Sifiphss’s Stone up the
Hill, which is fure before hand, to Return upon him again ? What’s an
Eternal Circulation of the fame Things, as well as the fame Steps, without
Advancing one Inch of Ground towards his Journey’s End, but Ixioz in
the Wheel? And all this while, with Caresand Horroursat his Heart, like
the Vaultur that’s Day and Night Quarrying upon Prometheus’s Liver.

But after all that’s faid upon this Subje&, of our Miftake, and Punifh-
ment, theGreat Nicety will lye in Rightly Diftinguifhing betwixt the Sué-
ftance, and the Shadow; and in what degree of Preference the one ftands
to the other. Now this muft be according to Epicetus’s Diftribution of
Matters, into what we have in our own Power; and what 7ot ; and in Placing
things Honeft and Neceffary, before other Subordinate Satisfactions. /£fop’s
Dog here was in the Poffeflion of a very Good Breakfaft, and he knew ve-
ty well what he had in his Mouth; but ftill, either out of Levity, Curio-
fity, or Greedinefs, he muft be Chopping at fomething elfe, that he neither
wanted, nor Underftood, till he loft All for a Shadow ; that is to fay, for
jult nothing at All.

Fas. VIL
A Lion, an A8, &c. aHunting,

Lion, an Afs, and fome other of their Fellow-Forrefters,

went a Hunting one day ; and every one to go fhare and
Jhare-like in what they took.  They pluck’d down a Stag, and
cut him up into fo many Parts ; but as they were entering up-
onthe Dividend, Handsoff fays the Lion : This Part is mine by
the Privilege of my Quality : “This, becaufe I'll have it in_fpiteof
Your Teeth: This again, becaufe I took moft Pains for't; ‘and if
you Difpute the Fourth, we muft een Pluck a Crow about it.
Sothe Confederates Mouths were all ftopt, and they went
away as mute as Fithes.

The

-Corrupt Appetite. Services are
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The Morar.

Theres wo Entripg into Leagues o Portnerfbips, with thofe that are either
ZZ}:fve,fuz,”'f} 100 cmﬁ, for s, He that has the Staff in bis Hind
will be his Own Carver. ~ Bought Wit is Beft.

REFLEXION

Savine the Incongruity of making the 4/ aBeaft of Prey, we are
to learn from hence the Danger of Uneqqual Allances ; where thePoorand
the Weak lyeat the Mercy of the Richand the Powerful; and no Reme-
dy but Patienceand Refignation. ] '

People thould have a care how they Engage themfelves in Pattrerfhips
with Men that are too Mighty for them, whether it be in Mony, Pleafure,
or Bus'nefs. Find out fomething, {ays a Court-Minion, and then upon the
Difcovery, helays hands on’t for himfelf. SoSays, and fo Does the Lion
here to the .4/ and his Companiops. Now this is only a State-way of
Fifhing with Cormorants.. Menin Power, Plunge their Clients into the
Mud, with a Ring about their Necks; So that let them bring up what
they will, nothing goes down withthem that they fhall be ever the Bet-
ter for. And when'they come in Conclufion to Caft up the Profit and
Lofs of the Purchafe, or the Project ; what betwixt Force, Intereft, and
Good Manners, the Adventurer fcapes well if he can but get offat laft
with bis Labour for bis Pains.

Ambition, and the Infatiable Thirft of Mony, Greatnefs, and Glory,
know no other Bounds of Juftice or Confcience, then the Meafures of a

id with Smoak and Fair Words ; and
there goes a World of Unprofitable Ceremony to the Mortifying of an
Honeft Man, Promifes and Proteftationsare only Paffages of Courfe,and
meer Expletives; that in the Conftruion of Civility, and Good Breeding,
fignifie no more then [ Your Humble Servant Sir.] All, in fhort, that the
Lion fays and does, in this Inftance, is but according to the Pralice of
Men in Power ina Thoufand other Cafes.

Fas. VIIL
A Udolf and a Crane.

Wolf had got a Bone in’s Throat, and could think of no
A better Inftrument to Eafe him of it, then the Billof a
Crane; fo he went and Treated with a Crane to help him out
with it, upon Condition of a very confiderable Reward for his
pains.  The Cranedid him the Good Office, and then claim’d
his Promife. Why how now Impudence ! (fays t'other) Do you
put your Head into the Mouth of a Wolf, and then, when y’ave
brought it out again fafe and found, do you talk of a Reward?
Why Sirrah, youhave your Head again, and is not that a Suf-
ficient Recompence.

The
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The MoraAL.

One Good Turn they [ay requires another : But yet Fe that has to do with
Wild Be;/l: ( as Jome Men are No Better) and comes off with aWhok
Skin, let him Expect No Other Reward.

REFLEXION.

Turs Fable will bear Divers Morals; as Firft, Thatit is butDue Gra-
titude to be Thankful to our Prefervers. Secondlg, The Crane’s Good
Fortune can hardly Excufe his Facilility. And then the Craze did Il again,
to Infift upon a Reward ; for aGood Office pays it felf; neither was he
reafonably to Expeét that fo Perfidiousa Creature fhould keep Touch with
him. Thirdly, Though the Wolf was to blame for not making Good his
Promife, there is yetin Equity, a kind of Reward, in not Chopping off
his Head when he had it at Mercy. : .

The Cafe of the Craze here, is a Cafe of Confcience ; for ’tis a Nice
Bufinefs to Determine, how far Wicked Men in their Diftreffes May be
Reliev’d ; How far they Ought to be Reliev’d; and to what Degree of
Lofs, Labor, and Difficulty, a Sober, a Wife, and a Good Man may In-
terpofe totheir Redrefs. He may Give; he may Lexd, he may Venture, fo
far as Generofity and Good Nature fhall prompt him ; provided always
that he go no farther then the Confcience ofthe Caufe, or of the A&tion
will Warrant him. A Manis at Lsberty, ’tis true, to domany Kind and
Brave Offices, which he is not Bound to do: And if the Largenefs of his

Heart fhall carry him beyond the Line of Neceffary Prudence, we may

only reckon upon it asa more Illuftrious Weaknefs.

Here is a Fittion of One Crane that fcap’d, that there might not want
One Inftance of an Encouragement to a Dangerous A¢t of Charity : But
this One Inftance is not yet fufficient to jufhifie the making a Common
Praftice of it, upon the fame Terms. Tis poffible for One Blot not to
be Hit; or to beOver-feen perhaps. And {o ’tis as poffible for One Iil
Man, either not to think of the Mifchief he could do, or to flip the Oc-
cafion of it; but fuch a Deliverance however, is a Thing to Thank Pro-
vidence for, without ftanding upona Reward for the Service. The Bonein
the Throat of the Wolf, may be Underftood of any fort of Pinch, or Cala-
mity either in Body, Liberty, or Fortune. How many do we fee Daily,
Gaping and Struggling with Bones in their Throats, that when they have
gottenthem drawn out, have Attempted the Ruin of their Deliverers! The
World, in fhort, is full of Pratticesand Examples to Anfwer the Intent of
this Fable; and there are Thoufands of Confciences that will be Touchd
with theReading ofit, whofe Namesare not written in their Foreheads.

Fas IX.
A Esinttyman and a Suake,

A Countryman happen’d ina Hard Winter to {py a Snake un-
der a Hedge, that was half Frozen to Death. The Man
was Good Natur'd and Took it up, and kept it in his Bofom,
till Warmth brought it to Life again ; and {o foon as ever it

was
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was in Condition to do Mifchief, it bit the very Man that
@vdtheLife on’t. Ah thou Ungrateful Wretch ! Says he, Is
that Venemous 111 Nature of thitie to be Satisf'd with nothing
lefs then the Ruine of thy Preferver ?

The MoRrAL.

There are Scwe Men like Some Snakes, >Tis Natural to them to be doing
Mifchief; and, the Greater the Benefit on the One fide, the More implaca-
ble is the Malice on the other.

REFLEXON.

He that takes an Ungrateful Man into his Bofom, is well nigh fureto
be Betray’d; and it is no longer Charity, but Folly, to think of Obliging
the Common Enemies of Mankind. ~But ’tis no New thmg.for ggod
Natur’d Men to meet with Ungrateful Returps. Wherefore Friend{hips,
Charities, and Kindnefles, fhould be well Weigh’d and Examm’c.!, as to
the Circumftances of Time, Place, Manner, Perfon, and Proportion, be-
fore we Sign and Seal. A Man had much better take a Tyger into his
Grounds, then a Szake into his Bofom. How many Examples have we
feen with our own Eyes, of Men that have been pick’d up, and Reliev’d
out of Starving Neceffities, without either Spirit, or Strength to do Mif-
chief, who in requital have afterwards confpir'd againft the Life, Honour,
and Fortune of their Patrons and Redeemers.  Did ever any of thefe Hu-
‘man Snakes lofe their Venom for lying under fome Temporary Incapacity
of Ufingit? Will they be ever the lefs Dangerous and Malicious, when
Warmth fhall bring them to themfelves again; becaufe they were once
Frozen and Benumm’d withCold? The very Credulity Encourages an
Abufe, where the Witl todo Mifchicf only waits for the Power, and Op-
portunity of putting it in Execution, Facility males the Innocent Prey
tothe Crafty: The Szake, after his Recovery, is the very fame Snake ftill,
that he was at firft. How many People have we read of in Story, that
aftera Pardon for One Rebellion, have been taken in Another with that
very Pardon in their Pockets, and the Ink fcarce Dry upon the Parch-
ment ? Now all this is no more then the Proverb ina Fable: Save aThief
from the Gallows, and he'll Cut your Troat. :

-

Fae. X,
A Lionand an §ffe.

N Affe was fo Hardy once, as to fall a Mopping and
A Braying ata Lion. The Lion began at firlt to thew his
Tecth, and to Stomack the Affront; but upon Second
Thoughts ; Well ! (fays he) Feer onyand be an afe ftill. Take
notice only by the way, that "tisthe Bafenefs of your Charatter
that has fav’d your Carcafs.

C The
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The MorAL

It i below the Dignity of a Great Mind to Entertain Contefts with People
that have neither Qaality nor Courage: Befide the Folly of Contending
with a Miferable Wretch, where the very Competition is aScandal,

REFLEXTON.

ScounprELs are apt to be Infolent toward their Superiours; but it
does not yet become a Man of Honour and Wifdom, to Conteft with
Mean Rafcals; and to Anfwer Every Fool inhis Folly. = One Indignity is
notto be Reveng’d by Another.

The very Conteft fets the Mafter and the Man upon the Same Level ;
and the Lion was in the Right, not to Caft away his Difpleafure upon an
Affe, where there was only Reputation to be Loft, and None to be Got-
ten. The very Beafts of the Forreft will Rife up in Judgment againftfuch
men. Contempt in fuch a Cafe as This, is the only Honorable Revenge.

&

fraa

Fas XL
A ity Boufe and a Countep Houfe.

THere goes an Old Story of a Country Moufe that Invited 2
City-Siffer of hersto a Country Collation, where the fpar'd
for Nothing that the Placeafforded ; as Mouldy Crufts,Cheefe-
Parings, Mufty Oatmeal, Rufty Bacon, and the like. Now the

City-Dame was To well bred, as Seemingly to take All in Good '

Part: But yet at laft, Sifter (fays the, after the Civileft Fafhion )
why will you be Miferable when you may be Happy ? Why
will you lie Pining, and Pinching your felf in fuch a Lonefome
Starving Courfe of Life as This is ; when ’tis but going to Town
along with Me ; to Enjoy all the Pleafures, and Plenty that your
Heart can Wifh ? This was a Temptation the Country Moufe
was not able to Refift ; fo that away they Trudg’d together,
and about Midnight got to their Journeys End. The City Moufe
fhew'd her Friend the Larder, the Pantry, the Kitchin, and
Other Offices where fhe laid her Stores ; and after This, carry’d
her into the Parlour, where they found, yet upon the Table,
the Reliques of a Mighty Entertainment of That very Night.
The City- Moufe Carv'd her Companion of what fhe lik'd Beft,
and foto’t they fell upon a Velvet Couch together : The Poor
Bumkin that had never feen, nor heard of fuch Doings before,
Blefy'd her felfat the Change of her Condition, when (asill luck
would have it ) all on a Sudden, the Doors flew open, and in
comes a Crew of Roaring Bullies, with their Wenches, their
Dogs and their Bottles, and put the Poor Mice to their Wits

End,
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End,how tofave their Skins. The Stranger Efpecially, that had
never been at This Sport before; but fhe made a Shift however
for the prefent,to {link into a Corner, where the lay Trembling
and Panting 'till the Company went their Way. So foonasever
the Houfe was Quiet again, Well : My Court Sifter, fays the, If
This be the Way of Your Town-Gamboles, I'll ’en back to my
Cottage, and my Mouldy Cheefe again;; for Thad much rather
lie Knabbing of Crufts, without either Fear or Danger, in
my Own Little Hole, then be Miftrefs of the Whole World
with Perpetual Cares and Alarums.

The MoraL.
The Difference betwixt a Conrt and a Country Life. The Delights, Innocence,

and Secarity of the One, Compar’d with the Affxiety, the Lewdnefs, and
the Hazards of the Other.

REFLEXION.

Tue Defign of This Fable is to fet forth the Advantagesof a Private
Life, above thofe of a Publick; which are certainly very Great, if the Blef-

fings of Innocence, Security,Meditation,Good Air,Health, and found Slecps, -

without the Rages of Wine, and Luft, or the Contagion of Idle Examples,
can make them fo: For every Thing there, is Natural and Gracious.
There’s the Diverfion of All Healthful Exercifes for the Body ; The Enter-
tainment of the Place, and of the Rivers, without any bafe Intereft to Cor-
rupt, cither the Virtue, or the Peace of our Lives. Hethat’sa Slave in the
Town is a kind of a Petty Prince in the Country. He loves his Neigh-
bours, without Pride, and livesin Charity with the Whole World. All thae
he fees is his Own, as to the Delight of it, without Envying the Profperity.
His Doorsare not Troubled with either Dunns, or Fools, gnd he has the Sa-
ges of All Times in his Cabinet for his Companions.He lives to Himfelf as
well as to the World, without Brawles or Quarrels, of any fort whatfoe-
ver. He feesno Bloody Murders; He hears No Blafphemous Execrations;
He Lives Free from the Plagues of Jealoufic and Envy: And This is the
Life in finc, that the Greateft, and the Wifeft Men in the World, Have, or
would have made Choice of, if Cares and Bufinefs had not Hinder’d them

from fo Greata Blefling.
>Tisagainft Common Juftice to pafs Sentence without hearing Both fides:
And the Only way to come to a True Eftimate upon the Odds betwixt a
Publick and a Private Life; isto Try Both. Virtue is only Glorious in the
Native Simplicity of it,and while it holds no Communication with Itereft,
Fancy, Senle, or Ornament : Wherefore £/6p has done Wifely to caft the
ffue of the Queftion upon the Experiment, Far from Jupiter (-fays the
_Adage) far from the Thunder. What fignifies the Splendor, and the Luxury
of Courts, confidering the Slavifh Attendances, the Invidious Competitions,
and the Mortal Difappointmentsthatgoalong with it. The Frowns of Prin-
ces, and the Envy of thofe that Judgeby Hearfay, or Appearance; without
either Reafon, or Truthi To fay nothipg of the Innumerable Temptations,
Vices, and Excefles, ofa Life of Pomp, and Pleafure. Let amanbutfet the
Pleafing of his Palate againft the Surfeits of Gluttony and Excefs, TheStar-
vingof his Mind again{t a Pamper’d Caréafc ; The Reftlefs Importunitieslof
2 Tale-
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Tale-bearers and Back Friends,again(t FairWords and Profeffions only from

the Teeth oytward : Lethim, Lfay, but fet the Onc in Ballance againft the
Other,and he fhall find himfelf Miferable, even in the very Glutt of his De-
lights. To fay All ina Word ; Let him but fet the Comforts ofa Life fpene
in Noife, Formality, and Tumult, againft the Bleflings of a Retreat with
Competency and Freedom, and then Caft up his Account.

What Man then, that is not ftark Mad, will Voluntarily Expofe him-
{elf to the Imperious Brow-beatingsand Scorns of Great Men! to have a
Dagger ftruck to hisHeartin anEmbrace; To betorn to pieces by Calumny,
nay to beaKnave in his own Defence! for the Honefter the Worfe, in a Vi-
cious Age,and where *tisa Crime not to be like the Company. Men of that
Charaéer are not ta be Read,and Underftood by their Words, but by their
Interefts; their Promifes and Proteftations are no longer Binding then
while they are Profitable. But Bawdoin has done fo well upon this Fable,
that there needs no more to be faid to’t. .

Fae XIL
A Crow and = $ultlc.

Here was one of Your Royfton-Crows, that lay Battering
upon a Mufcle;and could not for his Blood break the Shell

to come at the Fifh. A Carrion-Crow,in this Interim,comes up,and

tells him, that what he could not do by Force, he mightdo by
Stratagem. Take this Mufcle up in the Air,faysthe Crow,as High
as you can carry it, and then let him fall upon that Rock there ;
His Own Weight, You fhall fee, fhall break him. The Royftoner

took his Advice, and it fucceeded accordingly ; but while the-

One was upon Wing, the Other ftood Lurching upon the
Ground, and flew dway with the Fifh.

The Mor A L.

Charity begins at Home, they [ay; and moft People are kindto their Neigh-
bours for their Own fakes.

REFLEXION.

It isno longer an Amity of Virtue, but of Defign, when we feek our
Own Intereft, under Colour of obliging Others; and men of Franknefs
and Simplicity, arc the moft cafily Impos’d upon, where they have Craft
and Treachery to deal withal. The Impofture, in Truth, can hardly Mif-
carry,where there is a full Confidence on the One fide, and aPlaufible Ad-
drefsand Difpofition on the Other; wherefore *tis good to be Wary,but fo
as not to be Inexorable, where there'is but any place for Charity it felf to
hope for better Things; Not but that aSupine,Credulous Facility expofes a
man to be both a Prey, and a Laughing-ttock, at,once. *Tisnot for usto
judg of the good Faith of mens Intentions, but by the Light we receive from
their Works. We may fet up this for a Rule however, that wheie the Ad-
vifer is tobe evidently the Better for the Council, and the Advifed,in Manig

fefl
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feft Danger to be the worfe for’t, there’sno Medling. The Crow’s Counfel
was good enough in it felf; but it was given with a fraudulent Intention.

Fas XIIL
A for and 2 Raben,

Certain Fox {py’d out a Ragen upon a Tree with a Morfel
A in his mouth,that fethis Chops a watering ; but how to
come at it was the Queftion.Oh thouBleffed Bird ! (fays he)the
Delight of Gods,and of Men ! and fo he lays himfelf forth upon
the Gracefulnefs of the Razens Perfon, and the Beauty of his
Plumes ; His Admiral Gift of ugury,&c.And now,fays the Foz,
1f thou hadft but a Voice anfwerable to the reft of thy Excellent
Qualities, the Sun in the Firmament could not thew the World
fuch Another Creature. This Naufeous Flattery fets the Raver
immediately a Gaping as Wide as ever he could ftretch, to give
the Fox a tafte of his Pipe ; but upon the Opening of his Mouth
he drops his Breakfaft, which the Fox prefently Chopt up, and
then bad him remember,that whatever he had faid of his Beauty,
he had fpoken nothing yet of his Brains. '

The MorAL.

There’s hardly any Man living that may not be wrought npon more or lefs by
Flastery ;" For we do all of us Naturally Overween in our Own Favour : But
when it comes to be Applydonce to aVain Fool, it makes him forty times an
Arranter Sot then he was before.

REFLEXION

Tu 1 s Fable {hews us the Dangerand the Nature of Flattery. It calls Good
Things by Il Names, and Iliby Good ; but it will never be out of Credit,
fo long as there are Knaves toGive it; and Fools to Take it. It is never
more Pernicious then in the Courts of Great Princes, beeaufe agood deal of
it looks like Duty ; s in private Cafes, it carries a face of Friendfhip. The
way to Rifeis to Pleafe, and whatever is gotten by’t, comes by Treachery.
*Tis a Defign thatendangers both Body, Soul,and Eftate ;and not One Man
ofa Million that’s Proof againft it.. But Great and Good Men will rather
look for their Charalter in the Writings and Precepts of the Philofophers,
then in the Hjperboles of their Flatterers: For they know very well that Wife
Buoks are the Only True Friends.

There’s a Fawnirg, Crafty Knave, and a Vain Eafie Fool, well met, in
this Fable of the x and the Raver; whichis no moreat laft, thenOne
fort of Rafcal Cajoling Another; And then to fhew us, both that Impudence
will ftick at nothingand-that a Self-Conceited Fop will fwallow Any thing,”
the Raven’s Beauty forfooth, and his Voice are the Topiques, that Reynard
has made choice of to Dilateupon. The two main Ends of Flattery,areProfit,
or Safety, though there are many others too that are lefs Principal ; but in

ome refpect or other, Reducible to thefe Heads. The One is too Merce-
: nary,
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nary, and the Other too Servile, for a man of Worth. Thereare alfo feveral
forts and degreesof it under this Divifion; anddivers ways of Addrefsand
Application. Buc Flattery is Flattery ftill, and the Moral extends to All.

"Tis in it {elfan Unmanly, Slavith Vice; butitis much Worfe yet for the
Alliance it hasto Hypocrifie : for while we male other people think Betrer
of themfelves then they Deferve, we make them think Better of Us too then
We Deferve: For Self-love and Vanity onthe One hand,Affifts the Falfenefs
and Confidence on the Other, while it ferves to confirm weak Minds in
the Opinion they had of Themielves before; and makes them Parties, effe-
&ually,in aConfpiracy, to their Own Ruin. The Meafures,and the Artifices
ofit are Many, and in divers Cafes fo likeSincerity, that what betwixt Cu-
ftom,and the Nature ofthe Thing,it looks,in truthlike aVirtueand aDuty ;
that is to fay, where it is fo manag’d, asto be rather Inftrutive then puffing
up. As for Example, for a body to fay, [ This or That was Wifely forefeen, }
Or [ You intend, 1prefume, to go Thisor That Wayto Work : ] and the like.
Such an Infinuation as this is, carries the Force in it of a Tacite, and a pru-
dent Advice ; for it both ferves to point out the Reafon of the thing, and
it preferves the Decency of that Refpect which ought to goalong withit.
>Tis a good Hint, the vary fuggefting-of fuch or fuch a Precaution, though
the confideration perhapsnever came near the tothers Thoughts. Butthere
is a certain Habitual Meannefs of Soul, which has fo far prevaild in the
World, that Common Civility isnolefs tainted by Courfe and Cuftom, then
Friend{hip and Converfation is by Corruption. :

It is the Parafites Ar to caft himfelf into all Shapes that may fort with
the Figure of his Patron, in what Poft, Funtion, or Adminfiration focver;
and to frame the Air and Countenance of his Words, Looks, and Actions
accordingly, witha refpeét to his Power, Wifdom, Conduét, Bravery, Ge-
nerofity, Jultice, or what other Subjeét he thinks fit to treat upon. So that
let him be never fo Perfidious, Shallow, Rafh, Timorous, Envious, Ma-
licious, Proud, Covetous, ¢¢. a Little Cours Holy Water Wathes off all
Stains. And what is this upon the Main now, but an Exchange of Air for
Subftance, and parting with All that either is, or ought to be Dear to us,
foraSong? The Flatterer, firft Counels hisPatron to his Lofs ;. and then
betrays him into the making himfelf Ridiculous ; as what can be more fo,
then for a Raven to Value Himfelf upon his Croaking, or an Affe upon his
Braying ? The only Benefit, or Good of Flattery is this; that by Hearing
what weare Noz ; we may be Infirutted what we Osghe to be. - :

Fas XIV.
An DloLion,

Lion that in the Days of his Youth and Strength, had
been very Outragious and Cruel, came in the end to be
Reduced by Old Age, and Infirmity, to the laft Degree of Mife-
ry,and Contempt : Infomuch that All the Beafts ofthe Forreft ;
fome out of Infolence,others in Revenge,fome in fine;upon One
Pretence, fome upon Another, fell upon him by Confent. He
was a Miferable Creature to all Intents and Purpofes ; but No-
thing went fonear the Heart of him in his Diftrefs, as to find
himfelf Batter'd by the Heel of an Affe. '
' The
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The MoraL.

"A Prince that does not fecure Friends to Himfelf while he is in Power and
Condition to oblige them, muft never expelt to find Friends, when he i
01d and Impotent, and no longer Able to do them any Good. If he Governs
Tyrannically in his Youth, he will be fure to be Treated Contemptuonfly in his
Age, and, the Bafer his Enemies are, the more Infolent, and Intollerable
will be the Affront.

REFLEXION.

Turs may ferve for a Leffon to men in Power, that they Treafure up
Friendsin their Profperity, againft a time of Need ; for He that does not Se-
cure himfelfof a ftock of Reputation in his Greatnefs, {hall moft Certainly
fall Unpity'd in his Adverfity : And the Bafer his Enemies are, the more
infupportable s the Infolence, and the forwarder will they be to Trample
upon him.

PThe Cafe of thisMiferable 0/4 Lionmay ferve to putGreat Men in mind,
that the Wheel of Time, and of Fortune s flill Rolling, and that they them-
felvesare to lie downat laft in the Grave with Common Duft: And with-
out any thingto fupport them intheir Age, but the Reputation, Virtueand
Confcience of a well-fpent Youth. Nay Age itfelf, is well-nigh fufficient to
Deface every Letter and A€tion in the Hiftory of a Meritorious Life. For
Old Services are Bury’d under the Ruinsof anOld €arcafs: but thereare
None yet that fall fo Unpitied ; fo Juft, fo Neceffary, and fo Grateful a Sa-
crifice to the Rage and Scorn of common People, as thofe that have raisd
themfelves upon theSpoils of the Publick: Efpecially when that Oppreffion
is Aggravated with a2 Wanton Cruelty, and with Blood and Rapine, for the
very love of Wickednefs. It is a kind of Arrogance, in fuch a cafe, to be
Honeft, where ’tis both a Fafhion, and a Credit to be the contrary.

The Lion is here upon his Death Bead ; Not a Friend left him, nor fomuch
asan Enemy, with either Fangs or Claws, that does not ftand Gapin and
Waiting fora Collop of him. Here he lies, Faint, Poor, and Defencelefs, un-
der the Judgment of Divine Vengeance, and the Animadverfion of Humane
Joftice, both at once ; ftung inhis own Thoughts with the Guilty Remem-
branceofthe Prideand Riot of his Youth,Abandor’d and Defpis’d, by the
Righteous Retaliation of Heaven it felf: All his Sins, as well as all his Ad-
verfaries; his Frauds,and Cruelties ; Broken Vows, Promifes and Contraéts,
his Tyranny and Hypocrifie, and the Iniquity, in fine, of Allhis Councels,
and Pratices, for the Ruineofthe Guiltlefs flying in the Face of him.

Fas. XV.
An Q¢ and a TWbelp.

A Gentleman had got a Favourite-Spaniel, that would be ftill
Toying, and Leaping upon him, Licking his Cheeks,
and playing a Thoufand pretty Gamboles, which the Mafter
was well enough pleas'd withall. This Wanton Humour fuc-
ceeded fo well with the Pauppy, that an 4ff in the Houfe would

needs
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needs go the fame Gamefome Way to Work, to Curry favour
for Himfelf too ; but he was quickly given to underftand
with a Good Cudgel, the Difference betwixt the One Pla ’
Fellow and the Other. y

The MoraAL.

People that live by Example (bould do well to look very Narrowly i,

Force and Authority of the’Preﬁdmt, without Saying ,?)Ir Dlzinzrnj]!/;ilf:;f At[’/ Z
Ve enture : for that may Become One Man, which wonld be Abﬁlutf/j Into-
lerable in Another, under Differing Civcumftances.

REFLEXION.

Unper the Allegory of the Affe, is Infinuated the Licenc
There’s Mifchief and Scandal in th;.,very Sport,and Humozﬁ)? fta Efl@é
arefome men that feem to have Brutal Minds wrapt up in Humane Shapes,
’I;h?“ Ve“Yé:are[}'es are R&l(}_c and Importune, and with £fop’s Affe hgre’
their very Complements deferve a Correti * e ¢
their myﬂ on V\lz)ard. Ction, rather then an Encourage-

All Creatures have fomewhat in them peculiar to their pecies
and that Praétice s ftill the Beft which is rEo& Confor::sltl tiet\i: ;I\\]I:fl:flegi){
them, by a Common Inftin€t. The Fawnings of an 4ffe areas Unnatural as
the Brayings would be of a Dog, and a man would as foon Chufe him for his
Bed-fellow as for his Play-fellow. He thar follows Nature is never out of
his Way ; and that which s Beft for every Man, is Fitteft for him too. He
does it with Eafeand Succefs, whereas all Imitation is Put’d, and Servile.

Fas. XVL
A Liott and 2 Poule,

Pon the Roaring of a Beaft in the Wood,a Moufe -
\ fently out tofee what News : and w,ha?{Nafs irtaiﬁiea
Lion Hamper'd in a Net! This Accident brought to her mind
how that the her felf, but fome few Days before, had fall'n
under the Paw of a Certain Generous Lion, that let her go
again. Upon a Striét Enquiry into the Matter, fhe found This
to be That very Lion ; and fo fet her felf prefently to Work
upon the Couplings of the Net ; Gnaw'd the Threds to pieces
and in Gratitude Deliver'd her Preferver. ’

The Mor AL,

Without Good Natuve, and Gratitude, Men had as good live i j

j : _  and itnde, Mer ive in a Wild

- at in aSociety. There is no Subject fo Inwnﬁdefable, but bi,; PrliﬂZ:m{;
fm]m time or Other, may have Occaffon for him, and, it holds tﬁmuqh, the
Whole Scale of the Creation, that ‘the Greas and the Little have Need one

of dnother.
R E-
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REFLEXION.

T'uere is nothing fo Little, but Greatnefs may come to Stand in need
on’t, and therefore Prudence and Difcretion ought to have a place in Cle-
mency, as well as in Piety and Juftice. *Tis Doing s we would be done by;
and the Obligation is yerStronger, when there is Gratitude, as wellas Ho-
nour and Good Nature in the Cafe. The Generofity of the Lion, and the
Gratitude of the Moafe ; The Power, the Digpity, and the Eminence of the
One, and the Meannefs of the Other ; doall Concur to the making of this
avery Inftru@tive Fable. Who tould. have thought that Providence
fhould ever have laid the Life of a Lion at the Mercy of a Moufé ? But the
Divine Wifdom that brings the Greateft Endsto pafsby the moft Defpica-
ble Means, Ordersthe Reward of Virtue, and the punifhment of Vice, by
‘Ways only known to it felf, in token of an Approbation of the One and a
Diflike of the Other.

Here'sa Recommendation of Clemency and Wifdom,Both in One; for
the Lion, in fparing the Life of the Mon', fav’d his Own ; and has left us in
this Fable,an Inftance of a Grateful Beaft, that will ftand upon Record to
the Confufion of many an Ungrateful Man; that is to fay, againft thofe
thatin their Profperity forget their Friends, that to their Lofs and Hazard,
ftood byand fuccour’d them in their Adverfity. Thisis a Sin of fo odious
and Dangerous an Example, that it puts even Piety, and Gratitude it felf
out of Countenance. And then the Tendernefs on the other fide, is Matter
of Intercft, and ordinary Prudence, as well as of Virtue, If this Lion had
Killd the Monfé, what would the other Mice have faid or Done afterwards,
when they fhould have found the fame Lion in the Toil? [ Have a care
Good People ; “for this is he that killed our Sifter, and we cannot fave His
Life, without Hazarding our Own. If the Hunt{man Kill Him, weare
{ure he will never Kill Us; Befide that we fhall have one Enemy the fewer
for’t, when he’s gone.] Now the Reafon of /fops Moufe here, works quite
Another way. This Lion, (fays he) gave Me m Life, when he had it at
Mercy, and it is now My Turn, and Duty, todo whatIcan to preferve
His, ~No Flefh, in fine, can be fo Great, as not to tremble under the
Force, and Confequences of this Prefident. .

Fas XVIL
A Sick kit and her gBothet.

YRay Mother ( fays a Sick Kite ) Give over thefe Idle La-
mentations, and let me rather have your Prayers. Alas!

- my Child, ( fays the Dam ) which of the Gods fhall I go to,

for 2 Wretch that has Robb’d All their Altars?

The MorAL.
Nothing but the Confcience of a Virtuous Life can make Death Eafe to us;,

Wiherefore there's No truflisg to the Diftrattion of an Agomizing, and &
Death-bed Repentance.

1] R E-
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REFLEXION,

- Tuk Kire's Death-bed Devotion and Repentance works li

vity and Piety of a great many Penitents we ngeet with in the l\l)]{’eou[{:lectll:a;
after the Robbing of Temples, the prophaning of Altars, and other V i,olei
ces of Rapine and Oppreflion, Build an Hofpital perhaps, or fome littl~
Alms-FHoufe, out of the Ruins of the Churcl, and the 1};0ils of Widowc
and Orphans ; put up a Bill for the Prayers of the Congregation; Wi .
their Mouths, and All’s well again.  But ’tis not for-aWibckcd Life7to tr p[:
to the Hazzards of -an Uncertain State, and Difpolition at the Poin;u f
D(;ath. thn Men come to that Laft Extremity once by L;mauoo
Pain,: or Sicknefs ; and to lie Agonizing betwixt Heaven and Hell ubnd;,'
the ftroke either ofa Divine Judgment, or of Human Frailty, the "arenot
commonly fo fenfible oftheir Wickednefs, or fo EffeCtually touch’d zvith th
remorfe of atrue Repentance, as they are Diftracted with the terrors 06;'
Death, -and the Dark Vifionary Apprehen(ions of what’s to come. Peopl
in that Condition do but difcharge themfelves of Burdenfom Rei‘le.xion‘:pae
they do of the Caygo of a Ship at Sea that has {prunk a Leak : Ever thi’n:
is done in a Hurry, and men only part with their Sins in the one (,};Ilfe 15
they do with their Goods in the other ; to Fifh them up again, fo foo ) o
the Storm is over. = Grace mft be very ftrong in thefe Conflicts whr(])l?s
to Vanquifh the weaknelfes of Diftrefled Nature, That ccrtainl;' 1s non}é
of the.time to make Choice of for the Great Work of reconciling our fclves
toHeaven, when weare divided, and confounded berwixt an Anguifh of
Body, and of Mind: And the Man is worfe then Mad that Ventures his
Salvation upon that Defperate Iffue. 'We have abundance of thefe Sick
Kites in the World, that after a Sacrilegious Life, fpent in the Robbing of
the Church, would willingly be thought to Die in the Bofom of it. &

Fas. XVIIL

A Swillo and other Wirys.

THere wasa Country Fellow at work a Sowing his Grounds
and a Swallow ( being a Bird famous for Providence anci
Forefight ) calld a company of Little Birds about her, and bad
em take Good Notice wha that Fellow was a doing. You muft
know ({ays the Swallow ) that all the Fowlers Nets and Snares
are; made of Hemp, or Flaz; and that’s the Seed that he is now
a Sowing. . Pick it up in time for fear of what may come on’t.

1n fhort, they put it off, till it took Root ; and then again, till

it was {prung up into the Blade. Upon this, the Swaflow told
em once for All, that it was not yet too Late to prevent the
Mifchief, if they would but beftir themfelves, and fet Hearti-
1y about it ; but finding that no heed was given to what fhe
{aid ; Sheeenbad adieu to her old Companions in the Woods,
and fo betook her felf to a City Life, and to the Converfati-
on
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on of Men. This Flax and Hemp came in time to be gather'd,
and Wrought, and it was this Swallows Fortune to fee Several
of the very fame Birds that the had forewarn'd, taken in Nets,
made of the very Stuff fhe told them of.  They came at laft
to be Senfible of the folly of flipping their Opportunity ; but

they were Loft beyond All Redemption firft.

The MoRrAL.

Wife Men read Effeéts in their Canfes, but Fools will not Belicve them till’tis
t00 late to prevent the Mifchief. ~ Delay in thefe Cafes is Mortal.

REFLEXION.

M axy and Many atime has this been our own Cafe, both publick
and private, when we would not Believe the Danger of things *till the
Evil was come upon us: But Good Counfel is caft away, upon the Arro-

gant, and Self conceited, or the ftupid, who are either too Proud to take it,

or too Heavy to Underftand it.

The Sowing of Henp-Seed, and of Plot-feed is muchat one. TheDefign,
and the End are Deftruction, Both Alike. The Swallow propofes the Pre-
venting ofill Confecjuences in their Caufes, and Obviating the Mifchief be-
times: But that Counfel is either thrown off with a Raillery, ornot mind-
ed at all : Governours wontd have enough to do, they Cry, to trouble their
Heads with the Polit.ques of every Medling Officions Impertinent. Well, It
takes Root ; fhews it felf in the Blade, Advances, and Ripens: And flill
the Swallow s but the [ame Fool over again, for continuing the fame Advice.
The Hemp comes at laft to be plucke uy, PilPd, Drefs’d, and Spun; The
Netsand Snares made and laid; and ye all this while the Birds could ne-
ver find a time o Bethink themfclves, till they came to be Hamper'd, and
Ruined paft Recovery.

What isall thisbut a perfeé&t Emblem of the Method of Deftroying King-
doms and States. Cautions, or the common Ways of Anticipating, or De-
feating Confpiracies, are below the Wifdom of men of Intrigue, and Ca-
bal; till at lait, a Faftion comes to be too hard for the Government. Now
whether this befals z Kingdom by Envy, Ignorance, Confpiracy, Treache-
1y, or Prefumption, it comes all to a cafe, fo longasit docs the Work. It
is the Bane of Society, and in truth, even of particular Perfons too, when
betwixt Lazinefs and Negle&t, men flip all the Oportunities, with the
Birds herc in the Fable, of aSafe, and of a Happy Life.

Faz. XIX.

The fFregs Chufea Bing.

'EN the days of Old, when the Frogs were All at liberty in
B the Lakes, and grown quite Weary of living without Go-
vernment, they Petition’d upiter for a King, to the End that
there might be fome Diftinction of Good and Evil, by

D= Certain
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Certain Equitable Rules and Methods of Reward and Punifh-
meit. Fupiter, that knew the V anity of their Hearts, threw
them down a Log for their Governour ; which upon the firft
Dafh, frighted the whole Mobile of them into the Mudd for
the ver'y fear ont. This Panick Terror kept them in Awe for
a while, tillin good time one Frog, Bolder then the Reft, put
up his Head, and look’d about him, to fee how fquares went
with their New King. Upon This, he calls his Fellow-Sub-
je€ts together ; Opens the truth of the Cafe ; and Nothing
would ferve them then, but Riding a-top of him; Infomuch
that the Dread they were in before, is now turn’d into Infolence,
and Tumult.  7his King, they faid, was too Tame for them,
and Fupiter muft needs be entreated to fend ’em Another: He
did fo, but Authorsare divided upon it, whether *twas a Stork,
or_adSerpent ; though whether of the Two foever it was, he
left them neither Liberty, nor Property, but made a Prey of
his Subjects.  Such was their Condition in fine, that they fent
Mercury to Jupiter yet once again for Another King, whofe An-
fwer was "Vhis : They that will not be Contented when they are Well,
must be Patient when Things are Amifs with them : and People

had better Reft where they are, then go farther, and fare
Worfe.

The MorAL.

The Mobile are uneafie withont a Ruler : They are as Reftlefs with one 5 and
the oftner they [bift, the Worfe they Are ; So that Government, or No

Government 5 a King of God’sMaking, or of the Peaples, or none at all3
the Multitude are never to be fatisfied,

REFLEXION.

Turs Fable, under the Emblem of the Frogs, fets forth the Murmur-
ing, and the Unfteadinefs of the Common People ; thatin a State of Liber-
ty will have a King : They do not like him when they have him, and fo
Change again, and grow Sicker of the next, then they wereof the Former.
Now the Bus’nefsis only this: They are never fatisfy’d with their prefent
Condition ; but their Governoursare ftill either too Dull, or too Rigid.
”T'is a Madnefs fcr him that’s Free, to put himfulf into a ftate of Bondage,
and rather then bear a Lefs Misfortune to Hazzard a Greater.,

This Allufion of the Frogs runs upon All Four (as they fay ) in the Re-
femblance of the Multitude, both for the Humour, the Murmer, the Im-
portunity, and the fubje@ matter of the Petition. Redrefs of Grievances
15 the Queftion, and the Devil ofit is, that the Petitionersare never to be
pleasd. ~In one Fit they cannot be Without Government : In Another they
cannot bear the oke on’t. They find Abfolute Freedom to be aDireét
State of War; for where there’s no Means of eicher preventing Strife, or
Ending it, the Weaker are ftili a Prey to the Stronger. Oz King istoo
Soft, and Eafie for them ; dnother 100 Frery ! And then a Third Change

would
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better they think. Now ’tis Impoffible to fatisfie people that
‘\\zgtlﬂg h(i?lc they knoxz not what: They Beg and Wrangle, and Appcal?
and their Anfwers s at laft, that if they fhift again, they fhall be ftill Worfe;;
By which, the Frogs are given to Underitand the very truth of the Master,
aswe find it in the World, both inthe Nature, and Reafon of the Thing,
and in Policy and Religion; whichis, That Kings are from God, and that
itisa Sin, a Folly, and a Madnefs, to ftruggle with his Appointments.

e e
Fas XX,
The Rite, Datwk, and Pigeons.

HE Pigeons finding themfelves Perfecuted by the Kite,

111adez%lloice of tghe Hawk for their Guardian.  The

Hawk fets up for their Protector ; but under Countenance

of That Authority, makes more Havock in the Dove- Houfe in

TwoDays, thenthe Kire could have done in Twice as many
Months.

The Mor AL

Tis a Dangerous Thing for People t0 call in a Powerful and Ambitions man
;‘or their Protector ;gaj;d upon the Clamour of here and there a Private per-
fony to hazard the Whole Community.

REFLEXION.

It is Highly Dangerous, and Imprudent, for a People in War to call
inan Enem%-P};ince t% their Defence.p There’s no Trufting a Perfidious
Man, nor any Enmity like the Pretended Proteftion of a Treacherous

iend. . .

FrThcre isno Living in this World without Inconveniencies, and therefore
People fhould have the Wit, or the Honefty, to take up with the Leaft,
and tobear the Lot, which is not to be Avoided, with Honour, and Pa-
tience. How many Experiments have been made in the Memory of Man,
both in Religion, and in State, to mend Matters, upon pretence that they
were Uneafie, by making them Intolerable, And whenceis This, but from
a Miftaken Opinion of the Prefent, andas Falfea Judgment of the Future!
Andall for waat of Rightly Underftanding the Nature and the Condition
of Things, and for want of Forcfight into Events. But we are Mad upont
Variety,and fo Sick of the Prefent, (how much foever Without,or Againft
Reafon) that we Abandon the Wifdom, and the Providence of Heaven,
and Fly from theGrievances of God’s Appointment, to Blind Chance for
a Remcdy. This Fable in One Word was never more Exa&tly Moralized
then in our Broils of Famous Memory. .

"The Kjite was the Evil Councellor; The Free-Born Peoplethat Complain’d
of them were Pigeons; The Huvk was the Power or Authority that they
Appeal’d to for Proteétion. And what did all this come to at Laft? T_he
very Guardians that took upon them to Refcue the Pigeons ﬁ‘or’n the Kire,
deftroy’d the Whole Dove-Houfe, devour’d the Birds, and fhar’d the Spoil
among(t Themfelves. Fs
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Tae XXIL
A Dog and a THCS

S a Gang of Thieves were at work to Rob a Houfe,a Ma-

fHff took the Alarum, and fell a Baying : One of the
Company fpoke him fair, and would have Stopt his Mouth
witha Cruft: No, fays the Dog, This will not do, for Seve-
ral Reafons. Firft, I'll take no Bribes to Betray my Mafter.
Secondly, Tam notf{uch a Fool neither, as tofell the Fafe and
Liberty of my Whole Life to come, for a piece of Bread in
Hand: For when you have Rifled my Mafter ; pray who
fhall Maintain Me ?

The MoraL.

Faiy Words, Prefents, and Flatteries, are the Methods of Treachery in Conits,
as well as in Cottages, only the Dogs are Truer to their Mafters then the
Men.

REFLEXION.

W nEnN Il Men take up a Fit of Kindnefs all on a fudden, and ap-
pear to be BetterNatur’d then Ufual, ’tis Good Difcretion to fufpet Fraud,
and to lay their Words, and their Prattices togcther: The Greater the
Truft, the Greater isthe Treachery, and the Baferis the Villany too. This
Moral reaches to All forts of Truftees whatfoever.

It were well if All Two-Footed Servants weve but as Faithful to their
Matters as This Fonr-Legg’d Animal. A Loaf of Bread was as much to
Him as a Bag of Guineas to a Great-Officer ; And why fhould not the One
make as much Confcience of Betraying his Patron for Gold, asthe Other
of doingit for a Cruft? Befide the Right Reafoning of the Dog upon the
Confequence of Things. If I zake Tour Bread, (fays he) You’ll Rob my Ma-
Jfer. But in the Other cafe it is not fo much a Deliberation of what will
follow upon’t, as a kind of Tacit Compolition, that does as good as fay
[ For fo much Mony PU fhut my Eyes, and let You Rob my Mafter.] Here’s an
Emblem now, of the Forefight, Fidelity, and Duty of a Trufty Servant,
on the One hand, and of the Flattery, Arts and Pratices that are Em-
ploy’d by Evil Mento Corrupt him, on the Other.

Under the figure of This Faithful Trufty Servant; is Coucl’d aLeGure
to All men o7 Bufinefs, ; let them be Councellors, Confidents, Favourites,
Officers, Soldiers, Traders, or what you will. ~For there are Good and
Bad of All Kinds and Profeffions.  So that /Efop’s Dog is a Reproche to
Falfe Men.  Publick Perfons have their ways of Temptation, and Addrefs,
as well as Private ; And He that fuffers a Government to be Abus’d by
Carelefnefs, or Neglect, does the Same thing, with Him that Malicioufly
and Corruptly fets himfelf to Couzen it. Thisholdsas well too in the Pri-
vate Cafe, ofbeing either Principal or Acceffary to the Robbiug of a Houfe;
Only the Former,isa Treachery of a Deeper Dye. There are Loaves at the
Gates of Courts and Palaces, as well as at the Door of a Cottage ; and to
Encourage the Abufe, there¢are a Thoufand Quirks to avoid the Stroke of

the
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the Law, though None to Avoid the Guilt of the Sin, There needs no
Contra&t Exprefs ; No Explicit Confederacy ; for the Confent, and the Af-
fiftance is Imply’d in receiving the Prefent ; Or according to the Word in
Fafhion, the [ dcknomledgment:] whichis only a fofter Name for a Bribe.
Now this deknowledgment is of the Nature of a Dire& Bargain, where the
Sum, or the Reward is agreed upon béfore the Thing be done; though
there’s room et for aDiftintion, even in Thefe Cafes, betwixt what's
done Openly and Barefac’d, and a Thing that’s done in Hugger mugter,
under a Seal of Secrecy and Concealment. But the Confcience at laft is
the Beft Judg of the Fraud. And without any more Words, the Dog in
the Fable perform’d All the Parts of a Truffy Servant. :

Fas. XXIL
A (UoIf and a S,

A Wolf came to a Sow that was juft lying down, and very

kindly offer’d to take care of her Litter. The Sow as Ci-
villy thank'd her for her Love, and defi'd fhe would be
pleas’d to ftand off a little;and do her the Good Office at a Di-
ftance.

The MorA#L.

There ave no Snares [o Dangerows as thofe that are laid for me under the
Name of Good Offuces. .

REFLEXION.

AvrL Men aretobe Believ’d; or Truftedin All Cafes; for People, Ge-
nerally Speaking, are kind to their Neighbours for their Own Sakes. [77
meo Danaos, & Dona Ferentes] A Wife Man will keep lllmfelf upon his
Guard againft the whole World, and more Efpecially, againft a Known
Enemy, but moft of All,againft that Enemy inthe Shape of a Friend. - As
the Sow had more Wit then to Entertaina Wolf for her Nurfe.

Fas. XXIIL
A ®ountain in Labeut.

‘ N 7 Hen Mountains cry out, people may well be Excus'd

the Apprehenfion of fome Prodigious Birth. This
was the Cafe here in the Fable. The Neighbourhood were
Allat their Wits end, to confider what would be the Iffue of
That Labour, and inftead of the Dreadful Monfter. that they
Expetted, Out comes at laft a Ridiculous Mosfe.

The
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The Mora L.
Much ado about Nothing.

REFLEXION.

W A T are All theExtravagant Attempts and Enterprizes of Vail
inthe World, but Morals, mogre or lefs oF this Fable? 1’What ar\é ﬁil\gs
Pretences without Confideration, or Effet ; but the Vapours of a Dif%em-
per, that like Sickly Dreams, have neither Iffuc nor Connexion; And the
Difappointment is not all neither ; for Men make themfelves Ridiculous,
inftead of Terrible, when this Tympany (hall come to End in a Blas?: anda
Mountain tobring forth a Moufe.

Fas. XXIV.

An Qffe and an Ungrateful Pafter.

A Poor Affe, that what with Age, Labour, and Hard Bur-

dens, was now worn out tothe Stamps in the Service of
an Unmerciful Mafter, had the Il Hap one day to make a Falfe
Step, and to fall down under his Load. His Driver runs up to
him Immediately, and Beats him almoft to Death for't. This
(faysthe Affe to himfelf) is according to the Courfe of the Un-
grateful World. One Cafual Slip is enough to Weigh down
the Faithful and AffeCtionate Service of a Long Life.

Fas. XXV.
An DIn Dog and his Wafter.

AN 0ld Dog, that in his Youth had led his Mafter many a
Merry Chafe, and done him all the Offices of a Trufty
Servant, came atlaft, upon falling from his Speed and Vigor.
to be Loaden at every turn with Blows and Reproches for it
Why Sir, (fays the Dog ) My Willisas Good as ever it was
but my Strength and my Teeth are gone ; and you might with
as good a Grace;and Every jot as much Juftice, Hang me up
becaufe I'm Old, as Beat me becaufe I'm Impotent.

The Moraw of the Two Fables above,
The Reward of Affection and Fidelity mnft be the Work of another World :

Not but that the Confeience of Well Doing is a Comfort that may pafs
for a Recompence even in This 5 in Defpite of Ingratitude and Inju?lg’;e{

RE-

|
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REFLEXION

Taese Fables are a Reproof tothe Ungrateful Ciuelty of thofe, that
will neither forgive One Slip, nor Reward a Thoufand Services, but take
rmore Notice of a Particular Unlucky Accident, then ofa General Laudable
Praftice. But Onc StumBle is enough to Deface the Chara&er of an Ho-
nourable Life. Itis a Barbarous Inhumanity inGreat Men to Old Servants,
to make the Failings of Age to be aCrime, without allowing the Paft Scr-
vices of Their Strength and Youth, to have been a Virtue. And this is
found in Gevernments, as well as in Courts, and Private Families; with
Maftersand Miftrefles, as well as in States.

>Tis amiferable Thing, when Faithful Servants fall into the hands of
Infenfible, and Unthinkful Mafters ; Such as Value Services only by the
Profit they bring them, without any regard to the Zeal, Faith, and Af-
feGions, of the Heart, and pay them with Blows, ‘and Reproches in their
Age, for the Ufe, Strength and Induftry of their Youth. Nay Humane
Frailty it felf is Imputed to them fora Crime, and they are Treated Worfe
then Beafts, for not being Morethen Men. Here’s an 0/d Drudging Curr
cur’d off to Shift for Himfelf, for want of the very Teeth and Heels that
he hadloft in his Mafters Service. Nay, if he can byt come off for Star-
ving too, it paffes for an A&t of Mercy. Under Thefe Circumftances, the
Bare Senfe of a Calamity is eal’d Grumbling, and if a man does bu make
a Face upon the Boot, he’s prefently a Male-Content. It may be a
Queftion now whether the Wickednefs, or the Imprudence of this Iniqui-
ty be the more Pernicious ; for over and above the Inhumanity, ’tis aDo-
&rine of Ill Confequence tothe Maffer Himfelf, to fhew the World how
Impoffible aThing it is for a Servant to Oblige and Pleafe him: Nay, it
is fome fort of Temptation alfo to Impiety and Injuftice, when Virtue and
Duty came to be made Dangerous.

And yetit is not One Maffer perhapsof Twenty, all this while, thatei~
ther diretts, or takes notice of Thefe Indignitics. It goes a Great Way,
>is true, Barely to Permit them. One while perchance the Mafter is not
Aware of what is done, and then in Other Cafes, it may fall out Effettu-
ally to be hisOwn A&, even againft his Own Will: Thatis tofay, when
the Paffions of Imperious, and Ill-N atur’d Servants are Cover’d with the
Nameand Authority of their Patrons, in the Abufe of a rruft that was
Placd in’em for Honefter, and for Nobler Erds. Itis Congruousenough
yet to Apply the Moral of This Fiction; rather to the Driver of the A/,
and to the Huntfman that Manag’d the Chafe, then to the Mafter Him-
flf : But the Affe and the Log were beaten however, for being 0/d, and
fpent in Defpitc of All the Bonds and Inftin€ts of Honour, Piety, and
Good Nature.

E FAB.
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Fas. XXVL
An @ffe, an @pe, and a Pole.

N Affeand an Ape were Conferring Grievances. The 4ffe

complain’d mightily for want of Horns, and the Ape was

as much troubled for want of 2 7ail. Hold your Tongues

Both of ye, fays the Mole, and be Thankful for what you

have, for the Poor Molesare Stark Blind, and in a Worfe Con-
dition then either of ye.

Pas. XXVIL
The Dateg and the Frogg.

ONce upon a time the Hares found themfelves mightily Un-

fatisty'd with a Miferable Condition they Livd in, and
calld a Council to Advife upon’t. Here we live, fays one of
’em at the Mercy of Men, Dogs, Eagles, and I know not how
many Other Creatures and Vermin, that Prey upon us at Plea-
fure; Perpetually in Frights, Perpetually in Danger; And
therefore T am abfolutely of Opinion that we had better Die
once for All, then live at This rate in a Continual Dread that’s
Worfe then Death it felf. The Motion was Seconded and De-
bated, and a Refolution Immediately taken, One and All, to
Drown Themfelves. The Vote was no {ooner pafsd, butaway
they Scudded with That Determination tothe Next Lake. Up-
on this Hurry,thereleapt a Whole Shoal of Frogs from the Bank
into the Water, for fear of the Hares. Nay, then my Mafters,
fays oneof the Graveft of the Company, pray let’s have a little
Patience. Our Condition T find is not altogether fo bad as we
fancy’d it ; for there are thofe you fee that are as much afraid
of Us, as we are of Others.

The Morat of the Two Fablesabove.

There’s No Contending with theOrders and Decrees of Providence.  He that
Made us knows what’s Fitteft for us 5 and Every man’s Own Lot (well Un-
derftood and Manag'd ) is Undonbtedly the Beft.

»

REFLEXION.

*T1s the Intent of Thefe Two Fables, to fhew, that no People are fo
Miferable, but that at fome Time or Other, in fome Things or Other they
have Reafon to Account themfelves Happy . And if they would but duly

confider.
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confider, how itis with many of their Neighbours,they would find it cheir
Duty to be Thankful, that 1t is no Worfe with Themfelves. Itis fo'mp
Relief to the Miferable to {hew them that there are Others yet more Mi-
ferable, and there is not any thing, fo Timerous, but fomething eife is
afiaid of It. There are Thofe, s True, that Die for the very Fear of
Death, and Plunge themfelves into Certain Mifery, upon the Bare Appre-
henfion of it: But this comes rather from the Spleen, then their Mif-
fortune. . . .

Since fo it is, that Nature Provides for the.Nec;mnes of All Crea-
tures, and for the Well Being of Every One init’s kind: And fince it is
not in the Power ofany Creature to make it felf Other then whatby Pro-
vidence it was Defign’d to be; what a Madnefs is it to Wifh our felves
Other then what we Are, and what we Muft continue to Be: Since the
Thing is Bounded, and the whole Matter Pre-determin’d ! Every Arome
of the Creation has its Place Affign’d: Every Creature has its proper Fi-
gure, and there is no Difputing with Him that Madeit fo. Why have
ot 1 This? and why have not 1 That? are Queftions for a Philofopher of
Bedlam to ask; and we may as well Cavil at the Motions of the Heavens,
the Vicifficude of Day and Night, and the Succeffion of the Scafons, as
Expoftulate with Providence upon any of the reft of Gods Works. The
"Affe would have Horss, and the Tinker would fain be in Bed with my
Lady. The dpewould have a Tail; and why thould not a Mounsebank
Complain that he is not 2 Minifter of State or Juftice ? But in fhort, the
Poor, Wretched, Blind Mole puts in with her Dorine to take up the

uarrel.

QAnd what's the Cafe of the Hares now, but an Inftance to Fortifie us
againtt Panick Frights and Terrors, for Trivial Caufes; wliere the Fears
are a great deal more Terrible then the Dangers? In All thefe Cafes, we
fancy our felves much more Miferable then we Are, for want of taking
a True Eftimate of Things. We fly into Tranfports without Reafon, and
Judge of the Happinefs, or Calamity, of Humane Life, by Falfe Lights. A

‘Stri& Enquiry into the Truth of Matters will Help usin the One, and

Comparifon will fet us Right in the Other. The Dogs and the Eagles Fright-
ed the Hares; The Hares Frighted the Frogs, and the Frogs, Twenty to
One, Frighted fomething elfe. This is according to the Courfe of the
World, One Fears Another, and fome body elfe is afraid of Him.

It may feem to be akind of a Malicious Satisfa&tion, that One Man
derives from the Mifortunes of Another. But the Philofophy of This
Reflexion ftands upon Another Ground ; for our Comfort does not Arife
from Other Peoples heing Mifcrable, but from this Inference upon the
Ballance, That we fuffer only the Lot of Humane Nature: And as we
are Happy or Miferable, compard with others, So Other People are Mi-

ferable or Happy Compar’d with Us: By which Juftice of Providence,

we come to be Convincd of the Sin, and the Miftake of our Ingratitude.
What would not aman give to be Eas'd of the Gout or the Stone? Or
fuppofing an Incurable Poverty on the One Hand, and an Incurable Ma-
lady on the Other, Why fhould not the Poor Man think himfelf Happiet
in his Rags, then the Other in his Purple? But the Rich Man Envies
the Poor Mans Health, without confidering his Want; and the Poor
Man Envies the Others Treafure without conlidering his Difeafes: What's
an Tl Name in the World to a Good Confcience within Ones felf? And
how much lefs Miferable upon the Wheel, is One man that is Innocent,
then Another under the Same Torture that’s Guilty ? The Only Way
for Hares and Affes, is to be Thankful for what they Are, and what they

E 2 Have;
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Have, and not to Grumble at the Lot that they muft bear in fpite of
their Teeth.

Far XXVIIL
A Tolf, Lkiv, and Goat,

A Goat that was going out orie Morning fora Mouthful of
\ Freth Grafs, Charg’d her Kid upon her Bleffing, not
to Open the Door till fhe came back; to any Creature that had
fiot a Beatrd. The Goat was no fooner out of fight, but up
comes a Wolf to the Door, that had Over-hear'd the Charge ;
and in a Small Pipecalls to the Kid to let her Mother come 1n.
The Kid f{melt out the Roguery, and bad the Wolf fhew his
Beard, and the Door fhould be Open to him.

The MorAL.

There never was any Hypocrite fo Difguis’d but ke had fome Mark or Other
Jet 10 be known by.

REFLEXION.

Here is Prudence, Caution, and Obedience, recommended to us in
the K7ds refufal to Open the Door; and here is likewife fet forth in the
Wolf, the Pratice of a Fraudulent, and a Bloody Impoftor. 'This Mcral
runs through the Whole Bufinefs of Humane Life, for fo much as the Plot
is carry’d on againft the Simple and the Innocent, under Falfe Colours,and
Feigned Pretences. There are Wolves; in Policy, as well as in Myshology ;
and if the Ksds Obedience had not been more then her Sagacity, {hewould
have found, to her Coft, the Teeth of a Wolf, inthe mouth of a Gos#;and
tll’m malice of an Enemy cover'd under the Voice and Pretence of a

arent.

Faz XXIX.

A Dog, a Sheep, and 2 TWoIL

A Dog brought an A&ion of the Cafe againft a Sheep, for

fome Certain Meafures of Wheat, that he had lent him.
The Plaintiff provd the Debt by Three Pofitive Witneffes
The Wolf, the Kite, and the Vultur. (Teftes Probi {3 Legales )’
"The Defendant was caft in Cofts and Damages, and forc'd to fell
the Wool off his Back to Satisfie the Creditor.

The
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The MorAL.

T'ss not a Straw matter whether the Main Canfe be Right or Wryong, or the
Charge True or Falfe; Where the Bench, Jury and Witne[fes are in &
Confpiracy againft the Prisuer.

REFLEXION.

N o Innocence can be Safe, where Power and Malice are in Co_nfede-
tacy againft it. There’s No Fence againft Subornation, and Falfe Evidence.
Wihat Greater Judgment can befall a Nation then for Sheep to be made
Trefpaffers, and Wolves Kites, and Vultares to fet up for Witneffes! This
is a large Field, if abody would Amplifie uponit: But the Hiftory of the
Age in Memory will be the Beft Moral of This Fable, There’s No Liv-
ing however without Law: and there’s no Help for’t in many Cafes, if
the Saving Equity be Over-rul’d by the Killing Letter ofit. ’Tisthe Ver-
diét that Eaes the Bufinefs ; but ’is the Evidence, True or Falfe that Go-
verns the Perdict:  So that, (as it fometimes falls out ) the Honour of the
Publick may come to be Concerr’d inthe Defence and Support of an Un-
detefted Perjury. Theonly Dangeris the giving too much Credit tothe
Oaths of Ktesand Valtars._That is to fay, of Witneffes fo Profligateasto
bring a Scandal even upon Truth it felf, where it is fo Afferted.

Fas XXX.

A @ountrpman and a Sniake.

Here was a Snake that Bedded himfelf under the Thre-
thold of a Country-Houfe: A Child of the Family hap-
pen’d to fethis Foot upon’t ; The Snake bit him, and he Dy’d
on’t. The Father of the Child made a Blow at the Snake, but
Mifsd his Aim, and only left a Mark behind him upon the
Stone where he Struck.  The Countryman Offer'd the Snake,
{ome time after This, to be Friends again. No, fays the Snake,
fo long as you have This Flaw upon the Stone in Your Eye,
and the Death of the Child in yourThought;there’s No Truft-
ing of ye.
The MorAL.

In Mattiys of Friendfbip andTrust, we can never be too Tender 5 but yet
therés & Great Difference betwixt Charity and Facility. Wemay Hope
Well in many Cafes, bat let it be without Vi enturing Neck, and Al upon’t,
for New-Converts are Slippery.

REFLEXION

>T1s 11l Truftinga Reconcil’d Enemy ; but tis Worfe yet, to Proceed at
One Step, from Clemency and Tendernefs, to Confidenceand Truft: Efﬁ;-
Cial
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cially where there are fo many Memorials in Sight, for Hatred and Re-
venge to work upon. TisGeneroushowever toForgive an Enemy ; though
Extremely Hazardous to Grace him in the doing ofan Il Thing, with the
Countenance of a Deference to his Merit. Nay,a Bare Eafinefs o?Pardoning
tas but too often the Force of a Temptation to Offend again. Tis a Nice
Bufinefs to Indulgeon the Left hand, without Punifhing on the Right, for
there muft be No Sacrificing of a Faithful Friend to the Generofity of Oblis
ging a Mortal Enemy. But the Cafeis then moft Deplorate when Reward
goes over to the Wrong fide, and when Intereft fhall be made the Teft and
the Meafure of Virtue.  'Upon the whole Marter, the Countryman was too
Eafie, in Propofing 2 Reconciliation; (the Circurnitances duly Confider’d)
and the Snake was much in the Right on the Other hand, in not entertain-
ing it froma man that had fo many Remembrances at Hand fill, to Pro-
voke him to a Revenge. Wherefore it is highly Neceffary, for the one to
know how far, and to Whom to Truft, and for the other to Underftand
what heis to Truft to. *Tisa great Error to take Facility, for Good Na-
ture: Tendernefs, without Difcretion is no better then a more Pardonable
Folly.

Far XXXL
A foranda Stolk.

’ I ‘Here was a Great Friendfhip once betwixt a Fox and a

. Stork, and the Former would needs Invite the Other to
a Treat. They had Several Soupsferv'd up in Broad Difhes
and Plates, and fo the Fox fell to Lapping himfelf, and bad his
Gueft Heartily Welcom to what was before him.  The Stork
found he was Put upon, but fet fo good a Face however upon
his Entertainment ; that his Friend by All means muft take a
Supper with Him That night in Revenge. The Fox made
Several Excufes upon the Matter of Troubleand Expence, but
the Stork in fine, would not be faid Nay ; So that at laft, he
promisd him to come. The Collation was ferv’d up in Glaf-
fes, with Long Narrow Necks, and the Beft of Every thing
that was to be had. Come (fays the Stork to his Friend ) Pray
be as Free as if you were at home, and fo fellto't very Savour-
ty Himfelf. The Fox quickly found Thisto be a Trick, though
he could not but Allow of the Contrivance as well as the Juftice
of the Revenge. For fuch a Glafs of Sweet-Meats to the One,
ga}s1 juft as much to the Purpofe, as a Plate of Porridge to the

ther.

The MoraL.

*T1s allowable in all the Liberties of Converfation to give a Man a Rowland
for his Oliver, 47d to pay him in his Own Coln, a5 we fay ; provided
always that we keep within the Compafs of Honour, andGood Manners.

R E-
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REFLEXION

ere piven us the Fiftion of aCafe, wherein it may not
be‘fx;(i){': tc}:l arsc::;ay fn Abufe in itsown Kind. The Mockery of the Fox
wasa Reproche, as it Hit the Stork on the Weak fide; but That which
was Rudenefs, and Til Jature in the Aggreffor, was only a Monitory Ju-
ftice, and a Difcreet Sharpnefs in the Other. But This is the Fate Com-
mon,ly of Drolls and Buffons, that while they think to make Sport with
Others, they ferve only in the conclufion for a Laughmg-Stgck themfelves.
There’s nothing looks Sillier thena Crafty Knave Out-witted, and Beat-

en at his Own Play: The Foxes Frolick went too far, in regard it was
both upon an Invitation, and under his Own Roof. Now‘the Return
of the Stork wasonly Quidpro Quo, and 2 Warrantable Revenge, even
according to the Rules of Civility, and Good Fellowfhip ; for the Foxs
Jeading the Humour gave the Other not only a Provocation, but a kind
of a Right to Requite him in hisOwn Way : Befide that it was the Cle-

erer Mockery of the Two. This may ferveto Reprove Thofe Liberties
;]n Converfation that pafs the Bounds of Good Nature, Honour, Honety,
and Refpect. ‘When they Exceed Thefe Limits, they Degenerate into
Scurrility, Scandal and Til-Manners.  For in A_ll Cafes, an Eye muft be
had to the Due Circumftances of Meafure, Time Place, Occafion, and
Perfon. The Laws of Humanity, and Hofpitalit muft be kept Sacred
upon any Terms: for the ‘Wounding ofa Friend for the {ake of aJeft, 1s
ar[: Tntemperance, and an Immorality, not to be Endur d. There was
fomewhat of Thisin the Foxes beginning the Frolick.

————

Fas XXXIL
A fox and a Garw’d Pead.

S a Fog was rumidging among a Great many Card'd Fi-
A gures, there was One very Extraordinary Piece among
the Reft. He took it up, and when he had Conﬁdegdblt a
while, Well. (fays he) What Pity 'tis, that fo Exquifite an
Outfide of a Head fhould not have one Grain of Senfe in't.

The MorAL:

Tis not the Barber or the Taylor that makesthe Man ; and’tis No New
Tz;‘/:;{;g t;eﬁe 4 Fine Wrought Head without [o much as One Grain of Salt

in't.
REFLEXION.

+ aFool has aFair Out fide, and Many a Man of Fortunc, and
T im’;x;; not fo much as 2 Common Senfe, Wehave a Whole World of
Fleads to Anfwer the Drift of This Emblem : But there is No Judging
kowever by the Senfes, of Matters that the Senfes can take no Cogm-f
zance of ; as Virtue, Wifdom, and the Like. The Excellency, infine, I(:
the Soul is above the Beauty of the Body: Notbut that the Graces of 6[1:
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One, and the Endowments of the Other, may Encounter fometimes, (how

rarely foever) in Oneand the fame Perfon. But Beauty and Judgment
are {o far yet from being Infeperable, that they feem effeCtually to Require,
More or Lefs, a Diverfity of Temperament: Befide that More Care is ta-
ken to Cultivate the Advantages of the Body then thofe of the Mind. To
Wrap up all ina Word, the World ir felf is but a Great Shop of Carv’d
Heads ;, and the Foxes Conceit will hold as well in the Life, as in the Fi-
Ction.

Faze XXXIIL
A Daw and W3ool’s Feathets.

Daw that had amind to be Sparkifh, Trick'd himfelf up

with all the Gay- Feathers he could Mufter together : And -

upon the Credit of thefe Stol'n, or Borrow’d Ornaments, he
Valu'd himfelf above All the Birds in the Air Befide. The
Pride of this Vanity got him the Envy of all his Companions,
who, upon a Difcovery of the Truth of the Cafe, fell to Plu-
ming of him by Confent ; and when Every Bird had taken his
Own Feather ; the Silly Daw had nothing left him to Cover his
Nakednefs.

The Morat.

We feal fromone Another all manner of Ways, and to all sanner of Parpo-
Jes 5 Wity as well as Feathers; but where Pride and Beggery Meet, People
are fuure to be made Ridiculons in.the Conclufion.

REFLEXION

Every thing isBeft, and Every Man Happieft, in the State and Con-
dition wherein Nature has Plac’d them; But if Daws will be fetting up for
Peacocks, or Affesfor Lions, they muft Expe€, and Content themfelves o
be Laugh’d at for their Pains. "The Allufion of the Daw here, and his Bor-
row’d Feathers, Extends to All forts of Impoftors, Vain Pretenders, and
Romancers, in Feats of Arms, State, Love, or the Like. It Points
alfo at the Empty Affeétation of Witand Underftanding; in which cafe,
it fares as it does with men that fet up for Quality, Birth, and Bravery,
upon the Credit of a Gay Out-fide ; for Authors may be Cozen’d upon
the Tick, as well as Taylors: Nay we have feen fomé, even of our Firfl-
Rate-Writers, that have been Better at Difguifing other Peoples Works,
then Furnifhing any thing of their Own; That is to fay ; upon the taking
of them to pieces, the Stuff and Trimming is found to be Wholly Stol’n,
and new-Fourbifl’d ; and nothing, in thort that they can Affume to Them-
felves but the Needle and Thred that Tackt the Compofition together.
Now when thefe Plagiaries come to be Stript of their Borrow’d, or Pil-
fer’d Ofnaments, there’s the Daw in the Fable truly Moraliz'd.

Zfops FABLES.
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Fas. XXXIV.
. An Qntand a Flp.

THere happen'd a Warm Difpute betwixt an Anf and a Fly.

Why, Where’s the Honour,or the Pleafure inthe World,
fays the Fly, that I have not My Part in? Arenot All Temples
and Palaces open to me? Am not I the Tafter to Gods and
Princes, in All their Sacrifices and Entertainments? AmInot
ferv’d in Gold and Silver ? And is not my Meat and Drink ftill
of the Beft ? And all This, without either Mony or Pains? I
trample upon Crowns, and Kifs what Ladies Lips I pleafe.
And what have you now to pretend to allthis While? Why,
fays the Ant, You Value Your felf upon the Accefs You have
to the Altars of the Gods, the Cabinets of Princes, and to All
Publick Feafts and Collations : And what’s all This but the
Accefs of an Intruder, not of a Gueft ? For People arefo far
from Liking Your Company, that they Kill ye as faftas they
cari Catch ye:  You are a Plagueto em Wherever You corne.
Your very Breath has Maggots in’t, and for the Kifs you Brag
of; what is it but the Perfume of the laft Dunghil you Toych d
upon, once Remov’d ; For My Part, Ilive upon what’s my
Own, and Work Honeftly in the Summer to Maintain my
felf in 'the Winter ; Whereas the whole Courfe of Your Scan-
dalous Life is only Cheating or Sharping, one Half of the
Year, and Starving the Other.

The MoRrAL.

Here's An Emblem of Induftry; and Luxury, fet forth at large; with the So-
ber Advantages,  and the Scandalous Exceffes of the One and of the
Other.

« REFLEXION,

T ui1s Fable Marks out to us the Difference betwixt the Empty Va-
nity of Oftentation, and the Subftantial Ornaments of Virtue. It fhews
that the Happinefs of Life does not lie fo much in the Enjoying of fmall
Advantages, as in living free from Great Inconveniencies,, and that an Ho-
neft Mediocrity is Beft. The FJy ftands up for the Pride, the Luxury,
and the Ambition of Courts, in the preference of Palaces, to Caves and
Private Retreats. The Ant contents her felf with the Virtue of Sobriety,
Retirement, and Moderation: She lives upon her Own, Honeftly Got-
tenand Poffefs’d, withouteither Envy or Violence; Whereas the Fly isan
Intruder, and aCommon Swell-Feaff, that Spunges upon Other Peoples
Trenchers.

F A
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A Man can hardly fancy to himfelf a Truer Image of a Plain, Honef};
Country Simplicity, then the 472’5 part of the Dialogue in this Fable. She
takes pains for What (he Eats ; Wrongs Nobody ; and fo Creates no Enc-
mies; She wants Nothing, and (he Boafts of Nothing; Lives Contented
with her Own, and Enjoys all with aGood Confcience. “This Emblem
recoinmends to us the Bleffings ofa Virtuous Privacy, according to the juft
Meafures of Right Nature, and in Few Words, comprizes the Sum of a
Happy State. )

The Fly, on the Contrary, leads a Lazy, Voluptuous, Scandalous,
Sharking Life ; Hateful wherever fhe comes, and in Perpetual Fears and
Dangers. She Flutters, ’tis true, from place to place, from Feaft to Feaft,
Brags of her Intereft at Court, and of Ladies Favours: And what’s This
Miferable Infet atlaft, butthe very Piture of oneof our Ordinary Tren-
cher-Squires, that fpend their time in Hopping from One Great man’s
Table to Anothers, only to Pick up Scraps, and Intelligence, and to Spoil

Good Company ! 1 cannot fee one of Thefe Officious, Humble Compani- }7‘

ons, Skipping up and down from Levee to Levee, and making himfelf

Neceffary, wherever he thinks fit to be Troublefome:: I cannot hear aFi- .

nical Fop Romancing, how the King took him afideat fuch atime; What
the Queen faid to him at Another; How many Ladies fell out who fhould
have him to her felf; What Difcourfe pafs'd; Where he isto Bat to |
morrow ; What Company ; What Difhes; ‘What Wine; Who Loves
Who; and what Intrigues are afoot in Church and State, &e. Withoue |
more Words I cannot Hear the Chat, or fee the Vanity of thefe Pragmatis .
cal Empty Buffe-Bodies without thinking of the Flyin theFable. AndThis
Application was the True End of Writing it. {

Faz XXXV.
A ftog and an Dre.

ASa Huge Over-grown Oze was Grazing in a Meadow,

\ an Old Envious Frog that ftood Gaping athim hard by, -
call'd out to her Little Ones, to take Notice of the Bulk of

That MonftrousBeaft ; and fee, fays fhe, if I don't make my

felf now the Bigger of the Two. So fhe Strain’d Once, and

Twice, and went ftill fwelling on and on, tillin the Conclu-

fion fhe Forc’d her felf, and Burft.

The MoRr AL.
Betwixt Pride, Envy, and Ambition, men fancy Themfelves to be Bigger

then they are, and Other People to be Lefs: And This Tumour Swells #
Jelf at laft*eill it makes AU Fly.

|

~ Turs Fancy is aLafh upon Thofe that fetup to Live above their Quar
lity and Fortune, and pretend to fpend Penny for Penny with men of
Twenty times their Eftate, and therefore muft needs Burt in the Conclu-
fion! But Prideand Ambition Puthes men forward, not only to Extrava-
gances, «

REFLEXION.
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gances, but Impoffibilities, though tothe Certain Undoing of the Weaker
and the Meaner : When they come to Vie Power and Expence with Thofe
that are too Highand too many for them. o

Men that would be Bigger then God has made them, muft e’en Expect
to fall to Nothing. This Affetation ftrikes upon All the Weaknefles that
Pride, Envy, or Ambition can iancy to it felf, provided always that we
do not take Emulation for Envy. In One Word, when men’s Hearts and
Thoughts are puftd up intoa Defire of Things Unnatural, the Tumour is
Incurable. But they are Weak Miads commonly that are Tainted with
This Evil. They take Falfe Meafures, both of themfelves, and of Others,
without confidering the Limits, Bulk, Fortune, Ability, Strength, &w.
or intruth, the very Nature of the Things, Matters, or Pérfon i Que-
ftion. They fet up Competitors for Learning, Power, Eftate, Policy ;
They Cenfure their Betters, Defpife their Equals, and Admire Themfelves:
But their Greatnefs all this while,is only in Imagination,and they make All
fly with the Frog at laft, by Straining to be Bigger then they. Are, and
Bigger then ’tis poffible for them toBe.

Fas XXXVL

An Qffc and a gfiolph.

N Affe had got a Thorn in’s Foot, and for warit of a Bet-

ter Surgeon, who but a Wolfat laft, to draw it out with

his Teeth ! The Aff was no fooner Eas'd, but he gave his

Operator fuch a Kick under the Ear with his Sound Foot fof
his Pains, that he Stunn’d him; and fo went his way.

Fan XXXVIL

A Doye and 4 Lyon,

T Here was an Old Hungry Lion would fain have been Deal-
ing with a piece of Good Horfe-Flefb that he had in his
Eye ; but the Nag he thought would be too Fleet for him, un-
lefs he could fupply the want of Heels, by Artifice, and Ad-
drefs. He puts himfelf into the Garb, and Habit of a Pro-
feffor of Phyfick, and according to the ‘Humor of the World,
fets up for a Doctor of the College. Under this Pretext, he
lets falla Word or two by way of Difcourfe, upon the Subject
of his Trade ; but the Horf¢ Smelt him out, and prefently a
Crotchet came in his Head how he might Countermine him.
I gota Thorn inmy Foot T'other day,fays the Horfe,as I'was
Croffing a Thicket, and Iam €’en quite Lame on’t. Oh, fays
the New Phyfician, Do but hold up your Leg alittle, and T'll
Cure ye immediately. The Lion prefently puts himfelf in

F a2 pofture
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pofture for the Office; but the Patient was too Nimble for his
Doéor, and fo foon as ever he had him Fair for his Purpofe;
gave him fo Terrible a Rebuke upon the Forehead with his
Heel, that he laid him at his Length, and fo got off
with a whole Skin, before the Other could Execute his De-
fign.

The Morar of the Two Fables above.

Harm Watch, Harm Catch, 4 but according to the Common Rule of Equity
and, Retaliation, and avery Warrantable Way of Deceiving the De-
ceiver,

REFLEXION.

Tuere’s No trufting to the Fair Words of Thofe that have both an
Intereft, and an Inclination to Deftroy us; Efpecially when the Defignis
carry’d on under the Mafque of a Friendly Office. It is but reafonable to
Oppofe Art to Art, and where we fufpe€t Falfe Phy, to Encounter One
Trick withanother : Provided always that it be Manag’d without breach
of Faith, and within the Compafs of Honour, Honefty, and Good Man-
ners,  The Wolf had the fame Defign upon the Affe, that the Lion had up-
onthe Horfé ; and the Matter being brought to a Trial of Skill becween
them, the Countermine was only an A& of Self-Prefervation.

Fae XXXVIIL
A DPole and an Qffe,

IN the Days of Old, when Horfes fpoke Greek and Latin, and
Affes made Syllogifms, there happen’d an Encounter upon
the Road, betwixt a Proud Pamper’d Fade in the Full Courfe
of his Carriere, and a Poor Creeping Aff, under a Heavy
Burden, that had Chopt into the fame Track with him. Why,
how now Sirrah, fays he, D’ye not fee by thefe Arms, and
Trappings, towhat Mafter I belong? And D’ye not Under-
ftand that when I have That Mafter of mine upon my Back,the
Whole Weight of the State refts upon My Shoulders? Out
of the way thou flavifh Infolent Animal, or I'll Tread theeto
Dirt. The Wretched A immediately Slunk afide, with
this Envious Reflexion betwixt his Teeth. [ What would I give
to Change Conditions with That Happy Creature there. | This Fancy
would not out of the Head of him, *ill it was his Hap fome
Few Days after to fee This very Horfe doing Drudgery in a
Common Dung- Cart.  Why how now Friend (fays the Affe)
How comes This about ? Only the Chance of the War, fays

the
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the Other: 1 was a Soldiers Horfe, you muft know ; and my
Mafter carry’'d me into a Battel, where I was Shot, Hack'd,
and Maim'd ; and you have here before Your Eyes the Cata-
ftrophe of My Fortune.

The MorAL:

The Folly, and the Fate; of Pride and Arrogance. 'The Miftake of Placing
Happinefs in any thing that may be taken away, andthe Bleffing of Free-
dom in a Mean Eftate.

REFLEXTON.

W g aretoGather from hence, that people would never Envy the Pomp
and Splendour of Greatnefs, if they did but confider, either the Cares and
Dangers that go along with it, or the Bleffings of Peace, and Security in
a Middle Condition, No Man can be truly Happy, who isnot cvery Hour
of his Eife prepared for the worft that can befall him. Now this is a State
of Tranquility never to be attain’d, but by keeping perpetually in our
Thoughts the Certainty of Death, and the Lubricity of Fortune; and by
Delivering our felves from the Anxiety of Hopesand Fears.

It falls Naturally within the Profpet of this Fiftion to Treat of the
Wickednefs of a Prefumptuous Arrogance, the Fate that Attendsit; The
Rifeof it; and the Meansof either Preventing or Suppreffing it; The Fol-
ly of it ; 'The Wretched and Ridiculous Eftate of a Proud Man, and the
‘Weaknefs of That Envy that is Grounded upon the miftaken Happinefs of
Human Life.

If a body may be Allow’d to Graft a Chriffian Moralupon a Pagan Fa-
ble, what was it but Prideand Arroganice that firft threw Lucifer out of
Heaven, and afterwards, Adam out of Paradife? [ T¢ fball be as Gods ] was
the Temptation ; an Impotent and a Prefumptuous Affe@ation of Vain
Glory was the Sin; and a Maledi¢tion Temporal and Eternal was the Pu-
nifhment. Now if the Charms ofan Unruly Ambition could fo far prevail
upon the Angels Thenifelves in their Purity ; and upon Mankind in a State
of Innocence, how Stri€t a Guard ought we then to keep upon our felves,
that are the Children -of difobedience, and bring the feeds of This Deadly
Vanity into the World with us in our very Veins?

It is highly Remarkable, ‘that as Pride, and Envy are the Two Paffions
that above All Others give the Greéateft Trouble to the Sons of Men, fo
are they likewifc the Furt Emotions of the Mind that we take Notice of
in our Approaches to the Exercife of our Reafon. They begin with
us in the Arms of our Nurfes, and at the very Breafts of our Mothers;
for what’s the meaning of all the Little Wrangles and Contentions elfe,
Which Child fball be made mioft of ; or which Baby fball have the Gayer Coat 2
So that Thefe Affetions are in truth Connataral to us, and as We our
felves grow up and Gather Strength; fo do They; and pafs Infenfibl
from our Inchnations into our Manners, Now the Corruption mu
feeds be Strong, where Humane Frailty firikes in fo Early with it, and
the Progrefs no lefs Morral, where it is fuffer’d to go on without Con-
trol: For what are the Extravagances of the Lewdet Life, but the
more Confummated Follies and Diforders, of either a Mif-taught or a
Negletted Youth? Nay, whatare All the Publick Qutrages of a Deftroy-
ing Tyranny; and Oppreffion, but Childifh Appetites let alone till they

are
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are grown Ungovernable ? Befide tliatit is Inifinitely Eafier to prevent Iil

Habits then to Mafter them; As the Choaking of the Fountain is the

fureft Way o Cut off the Courfe of thie River. 1t fhould be Confiderd

too that we have the Seeds of Virtue in us, as well as of Vice ; and when

ever we take 2 Wrong Biafs, ’tis not out of a Moral Incapacity to do Bet-

,tfgr, but for want of a Careful Manage and Difcipline, to fet us Right at
irlt.

Wherefore Children fhould be moulded while their Tempers are yet
Pliant and Duétile: As Pride, for the Purpofe, that arifes from a Falfe
Opinion of Things, fhould be Obviated by Informing their Underftand-
ings. Andfo for Envy; the very Difpofition toit is to be Sweeten’d, as
Flowing from a Certain Froward Tincture of Il Nature. _( I fpeak This
of the Malevolent, Canker’d Paffion of Envy, which in Eftec, is Little
or Nothing akin to the Silly Envy of the 4fJe herein the Fable.) In Onc
word, Children fhould befeafon’d betimes, and Leffen’d into fuch a Con-
tempt, and Deteltationof This Vice, as neither to pradtice it Themfelves,
nor to Approve it in Others. This is, in Little, the Foundation of a
Virtuous Life, and there goes no more then Judging, and Ating Aright,
to the Chara&er of a Good Philofopher; a Good Chriftian, and 2 Good
Man: Forto Know, and to Do, is the Compendium of our Duty.

It is not for Every Twatling Goffip yet, or fome Empty Pedant, pre-
fently to Undertake This Province; for it requires a Critical Nicety both
of Wit, and of Judgment, tofind out the Genius, or the Propenfions ofa
Child, and to Diftinguifh berwixt the Impulfes of Envy, and thofe of
Emulation: Betwixt the Firft Motions of a Churlifh and Impetuous Info-
lence, and thofe of a Serene Greatnefs, and Dignity of Mind. Itisnot, I
fay, for Every Common Eye, or Hand to divide fo Accuratelz betwixt the
Good, and the Evil, the Gracious and Perverfe, as to hit the precife /-
dium of Encouraging the One, without Difcouraging the Other. And
This Faculty of Difcerning is not enough neither, withouta Watchful Af-
fiduity of Application. The Juft Seafon of Doing Things muft be Nick’d,
and All Accidents Obferv’d and Improvd ; for Weak Mindsare tobe as
Narrowly Attended, asSickly Bodies: To fay nothing of the Infinite Cu-
riofity of the Operation, in the Forming of our Lives and Manners: And
that not One man of Ten Thoufand isCompetently Qualify’d for the Office.
‘Upon the Whole Matter there muft be an Awe maintain’d onthe One Hand,
and at the fame time, a Love and Reverence Preferv’d onthe Other.  And
all this muft be Order’d too withfo Gentle a Softnefs of Addrefs, that we
may not Hazzard, either the Stifling; or the Quenching of Generous In-
clinations, by bearing too Hard upon them, or the Licentiating of any
thing that is Courfe an1 Vulgar,out of a foolifh Facility or a Miftaken Pity.
It is with our Paffions, as it is with Fire and Water, they are Good Ser-
wants, but Bad Mafters, and Subminifter to the Beft, and Worft of Pur-
pofes, atonce, Thisisenough faid, as to the Wickednefs, and the Fate
of Pride ; The Source and Danger of it, together with the only fure and
Effe€tual Means of Remedy. )

The Moral leads me in'the Next place, to Confider the Folly of both
the Horfe and the Affe; The One, in Placing his Happinefs upon any
thing thiat could be taken away; and the Other, in Envying that Mifta-
ken Happinefs, under the Abufe of the fame Splendid Iliufionand Impo-
fture. WhatSignifies a Gay Furniture, and a Pamper’d Carcafs; or any
other Outward Appearance, without an Intrinfick Value of Worth and
Virtue? What figaifies Beauty, Strength, Youth, Fortune, Embroider’d
Furniture, Gawdy Boffes, or any of Thofe Temporary, and Uncertain
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Sarisfations, that may be taken from us with the very next Breath
we draw? What Affurance can any Man have of a Poffeffion that Every
Turnof State, Every Puff of Air, Change of Humour, and the leaft of a
Million of Common Cafualties may Deprivehim of? How many Huffing
Sparks have we feen in the World, that in the fame day have beenboth the
Idols, and the Sport and Scorn of the fame Slaves and Fools ? Nay, how
many Emperours and Princes. that in the Ruff of all their Glory havebeen
taken down from the Head of a Conquering Army, to the Wheelof the
Victor’s Chariot? Where’s that Advantage under the Sun that any but
a Mad man would be Proud of? Or where’s That Pride it felf that any
Mortal in his Right Wits, would not find Reafon to be Afham’d of? Take
it fingly, and what is there more in’, then an Unnatural and Unmanly
Tympany, that Rifes in a Bubble, and fpends it felf in a Blat ? Take 1t
in Complication, and we find a Thoufand Weaknefles, Iniquities, and
Vexatious Cutting Miferies wrapt up in’t. What can be more Impru-
dent then to Affeét Reputtion by the Methods of Intamy ? To Afpireto
Greatnefs by the ways of becoming Odious and Contemptible? And to
Propofe the Erc&ing of a Mighty Fabrick, upon a Bottom that will Cer-
tainly fink under the Weight ?

The Difappointments of Thofe that Build their Hopes in this World
upon aFalfe Bafis, fall under Thefe Three General Heads. The Ad-
vantages we Value our felves upon, may either be taken from us; or
We from Them: Or, which is much at One, we may be brought by a
Thoufand Accidents to lofe the Ufe and Relifh of them. As firit for the
Purpofe ; they may be taken from Us, by Cheats, Robberies, Suborna-
nations,” Falfe Oaths, Forgeries, Corrupt Judges; To fay nothing of Fires,
Earthquakes, Tempefts, Inundations, Infurre&tions, and Other Violences
without Number. ~ Secondly, We may be taken from Them, by as many
Ways as there are out of This World. A Fly or aHair {hall do the
Office of aRope. And then for the Third Branch, an Indifpofition, a
Feaver, an Acute Pain, an Impetuous Paffion, an Anxious Thought, Im-
potency and Old Age, {hall do the Work of Taking away both the Gueft,
and the Comfort of them. Nay, the very Lofsof One Pleafure is enough
to Damp, ifnot to Deftroy the Relith of Another.

But now to carry the Allufion One Step further yet ; It may be li-
terally Afferted, that All Proud Men, over and above the Stroke ofa
Divine Judgment, are Miferable, even inthemfelves, and that no Circum-
frances in this World can ever make them Other. = Their Appetites are
Infatiable, and their Hearts confequently never at Reft ; Whether it be
Wealth, Power, Honour, Popular Efteem, or whatever elfe they pre-
tend to. They Envy, and they are Envy’d. *Tis Impoffible for them
to be atreft, wichout enjoying what it is Impoffible for them to Attair.
They live Gaping after More, and in a perpetual Fear of Lofing what
they have already. The Higher they are Rais’d, the Giddier they are;
the’ moreSlippery is their Standing, and the Deeper the Fall.  They are
never Well, fo long as Any thing is above them: And their Ambition
carrics them on to the Supplanting of their very Mafters and Makers :
When yetby a moft Ridiculous Contradiétion, they lie Effectually, (in
the very fame Inttant) at the mercy of themen they moft Defpife. [ The
Silver, being Ten Thoufand Talents, is given 10 Thee, (fays Ahafuerss 1o
Haman) The People alfo, to do with them, as it Jeemeth good unto Thee,
Efther, Cap. 3. V. 11. ] Who would have Imagin’d now, that the Stiff
Croffnefs of a Poor Captive, fhould ever have had the Power to make
Haman's Seat {o Uncalie to him? Or that the want of a Cap, or a

Cringe,
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Cringe, {hould fo Mortally Difcompofe him, as we find afterwards it did !
1f Large Poffeffions, Pompous Titles, Honourable Charges, and Proficable
Commiffions; If a Plentiful Iffue, Court Favours, or the Flowing Bounty
of a Gracious Prince, could have made This Proud Man Happy, there
would have been Nothing wanting to his Eftablihment. Bur All This
did not do his Worlk, it feems; neither, as big as he was, did there in
Truth nced any Great Matter to Unfettle him. But ke was as fure to
fink under the Infirmity of his Own Mind, asif he had been Doom’d to
Sink in the Fate of a Common Ruine.

When Haman faw Mordecai in the Kizg’s Gate, ( {ays the Text) rhas
he ftood not up, nor Moved for himy he was full of Indignation againff Mor-
decai. Neverthelefs, Haman Refrained him[elf, and when be came Home,

be fent and m//’dfar his Friends, and Tereth, his Wife ; and told them of
the Glory of bis Riches, and the Multitude of his Children, And All the Things -

wherein the King had Promoted hine, and how he had Advanced him above the
Princes and Servants of the King.  Tea, Efther the Queen (fayshe) did le
70 man come with the King unto the Banguei that {be had prepsr'd, but my Jelf s
and tomorrow am I invited unto her alfowith the King. [ Yer Ail This 2 vail-
eth Me Nothing, fo long as I {ee Mordecai the Jew litting at the King’s
Gate, Efther,Cap. 5. V.9, 10,11, 12,13.]

This Inftance of Haman’s Cafe may ferve, in a Good Meafure, fora
Moral to the Arrogance of the Horfe here in the Fable; only Hanax’s Pride
was the more Invidiousand Malicious of the Two. To wind up the Story ;
Mordecai was an Eye-fore to Haman, and 4 Gallows of Fifty Cubirs High
was prepared for him by the Order of Haman, Cap.5.7. 14. But the King,
upon Examination of the Matter, Order’d Haman himfelf to be Hanged.

" [So they Hanged Haman spon the Gallows he had prepared for Mordecai,
Cap. 7.7, 10. ] Haman’s Pride, in fine, was a Torment to him, and he
was not only Punifh’d By it, and For it, but by a Righteous Judgment of
Retaliation, he fuffer’d Death Himfelf upon the very Gibber that he had
provided for Another.

How wretched a Creature was Haman now, even in the Carefles of
his Royal Malter, and in the very Rapture of all his Glories! And how
Vainagain were all the Marks and Enfigns of his Charaéter and Power ;
that were not able so fupport him againt one Slighting Look of a Sorry
Slave! He had the World at Will, we fee; but All was as good as No-
thing to him, /o long s he fow Mordecai the Jew fitting in the King’s Gare,
Where’s the Sober Man now, that would not rather chufe to be Morde-
cai in the Gate, upon Thefe Terms, then to be Himan in the Palace ?
‘The One had the Bleffing of a Confcience that Fears Nothing but God ;
the Other was Haunted with a Fantaftical Weaknefs of Mind, that makes
aman Dread Every thing, and ftand in awe of his Own Shadow ! A
Word, a Thought, an Imagination, a Countenance is enough to Break
his Sleep, .and to Shake the very Foundations of the Babe! that he has
Built. He fancies every Bolt that’s Levell’d at his Vices, to be Point-
ed at his Perfon, and tinds himfelf Wounded in the Morality of the
molt Innocent Reproofs. He’s a Slave to All Paffions, All Accidents,
and All forts of Men. A Jeft, a Banter, a Lampoon ; Nay aGlance,
an Infinuation, or a Bare Cafualty, with the Help of a Guilty Confcience,
and a Sufpicious Glofs of Application, is enough to Murder him ; for he
Conceits himfelf to be Struck at, when he is not fo much as Thought
of: as I dare appeal to the Confciences of a Thoufand Top Gallant
Sparks, that will fancy their Own Cafe to be the Key to This
Moral, He makes himfelf Odious to his Superiours, by his Haughti-
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. to his Equals, by a Reftlefs Courfe of Fattious Competitions ;
::é‘séh:x he ne(‘ller fails);f a Virulent Hatred and Envy, from thofe that
are below him; fo that he’s befet with Enemies on All hands, the Mean-
eft of which s not without Many and Many a Way to the Wreaking of a
Malice, and to the Gratifying of a Revenge. Asto the Wrr;tchednefs qf
his Co’nditiori, %is all a Cafe to Him, whether he be. ’_Ifelz.dogg of bis
Life by a Judgment of Flies and Lice, or Stung to Death by Fiery Ser-
pents. And he s not only Tormented By Others,” but the very Torment-_
er of Himfelf too. Nay, rather then want a Colourable Ground "of'
Trouble, he Creates it. His Pride is a Continual Dreught upon him,
and a Thirft never to be Quench’d. His ConfCience, his Fancy, his Fears,
Jealoufies, and Miftakes; Every thing helps on towards his Undoing,
‘And now to the Infinite Variety of Plagues that Wait-upon Pride, therc
is likewife as Great a Diverfity of Imperious Humours for This Ml{'gr to
Work upon. *As for Example, There isa Pride of Stormach, a Pride of

Popularity, a Pride of Brow, Equipage, and Parade. . There’s a Pride of

Tongue without either Brains, or Heart to Supportit. There's an Ab-

“je&t, (infine) and there’s a Surly Pride: But to Conclude, there is' All

7 “and a Thoufand times more-of the fame Kind and Colour, that lies
’Il\;l;l:sﬁraﬂy Couchd under This g%zgory. Ezjind nolt One Inftance at laft,
is notverify’d by Many and Many an Example. )
thalt\Tl;\\rIl Zs to t}fK’. F_ngy of tgc Affe it w};s a Double Folly ; for he Miftakes
bath the Horfes Condition, and his Own. *Tis Madnefs to Eavy any
Creature that may in a Moment become Miferable; Or for an
Advantage that may in a Moment be taken from him. The.4ffe
Eavies the Horfetoday ; and in fome Few Days more, the Horfe comes
to Bnvy Him: Wherefore let no man Defpair, fo long as it is in the
Power, either of Death, or of Chance, to Remove the Burden. No-
thing but Moderation and Greatnefs of Mind can make, cither a Pro-
fperous, or an Adverfe Fortune Eafie to us. The Only Way to be Hap-
py is to fubmit to our Lot ; for No man can be properly faid to be
Miferable that is not wanting to Himfelf: It is Cerrainly Truc, that
many aJolly Cobler has a Merrier Heart in his Stall, than aPrince in

his Palace. .




“Efps FABLES.

Fasr XXXIX.
A Bat and a {Teas'e.

Weazle had feiz'd upon a Bat, and the Bat begg’d for

A Life. No, No, fays the Weazle, 1 give No Quarter to
Birds. Ay (fays the Bat ) but I'm a Moufe you fee ;' look on
my Body elfe: and fo the got off for That Bout. + Fhe fame
Bat had the Fortune to be Taken a While after by Anotber
Weazle 5 and there the Poor Bat was forc’d to beg for Mercy
once again. No, fays the Weazle, No Meicy to a Moufe. Well
(fays "Tother,) but you may fee by my Wings that 'ma Bird ;
and fo the Bat fcap'd in Both Capacities, by Playing the

Trimmer.

Fas. XL
A "Bat, Birdg, and Weads,

Pon a Defperate and a Double Battel betwixt the Eirds

and the Beafts, the Bat ftood Neuter, till the found that

the Beafts had the Better on’t,and then went over to the ftrong=

er Side. But it came to pafs-afterward (as the Chance of War

is Various ) that the Birds Rally’d their Broken Troops, and

carry’d the Day ; and away fhe went Then to Tother Party,

where fhe was Try’'d by a Council of War as a Deferter ;

Stript,Banifh’d, and finally Condemn’d never to {ee Day-light
again.

Fas. XLIL
An Eftelehe, 23itdg, and Weafts.

HE Efrich isa Creature that pafles in Common Reputa-

tion, for Half-Bird, Half-Beat. This Amphibiors Wretch
happen’d to be Taken Twice the fame Day, in a Battel be-
twixt the Birds and the Beafts, and as an Enemy to Both Par-
ties. The Birds would have him to be a Beas}, and the Beafts
Concluded him to be a Bird; but upon fhewing his Feet to
prove that he was No Bird, and upon thewing his i#ings, and
his
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his Beak, to prove that he was No Beafl, they were Satisfy'd
upon the Whole Matter, that though he feem'd to be Both,
he was yet in Truth neither the One, nor the Other.

The Morar of the Three Fables above,

Trimming 77 fome Cafes, is Foul, and D/]boﬂe.;'f; 17 gthgrs L@dablei and
in Jome again, not only Honeit, but Negeffary. -The Nicety ligs in the
skill of Diflingwifbing upon Cafes, Times, and Degrees.” T

REFLEXION.

W E are here taught in fome Cafes to Yicld to Times and Occafions.;
but with a Saving ftill, to Honour, and to Confcience. A Wife and an
Honeft Man will always mean the fame Thing; but he’s a Fool thit'al-
ways fays the fame thing. £/sp however Condemns the Double Practicés
of Trimmers, and All Falfe, Shuffling, and Ambidextrous Dealings.” He
gives glfo to underftand, that Thofe that pretend at the fame time to
ferve Two Maftets, are True to Neithei, . . -

The Three Fables next above havk a Gieat Affiriity One with Another,
and yet not without fome Remarkable Diverfities neither. From the
Emblem of the Bat and Weazle, we are to Gather, that there are Certain
Ways, Cafes, and Occafions, wherein, Difguifes, and Artificial Evafions
are 1n fome Meafure Allowable, provided only that there be No Scanda-
lous, or Malicious Departure from the Truth. This Shifting of the Bar
in the Paw of the Weazle, was but making thie Beft of what he had to
fay, and to fhew for Himfelf, toward the faving of his Life. There was
No Breach of Faith, or of Troft in’t ; No Abandoning of a Duty, Né
Thought of Treachery ; Nor in Effe&t, any thing more in’t, then a Fair
Chriftian Way of putting out Falfe Colours.

The Bar that ftood Neuter, may ferve for the Chara&er ofa Time-fera
ving Trimmer : He Betrays his Party, firft in withdrawing: his Affiftance.
Secondly, In going over to the Stronger Side, and Declaring Himfelf ari
Open Enemy when his Pellows had the Worft ont. = His Judgment, in
fine, was Jult, and if All Double Dealers and Deferteis were ferv’d as This
Bat was, it would be an Example of Terrour to Renegades, and of En-
couragement to Honeft Men, .

The Effriches Cafe feems to be Different from the Other Two. He
Fought, ( though ’tis not faid on which fide) and he was Taken in the
Battel. _He had the Shape, but not the Heart of a Trimmer, and it was
rather Nature then Fraud, that brought him off. Now there are Many
things in an Affair of This Quality that may be Warrantable, even upon
the Niceft Scruples of Honour, in him that fuffers the Violence, which per-
chance would not be fo in the Aggreffor.

G2
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Fas XLIL

A {Molfe and a fFor.

Wolfe that had a mind to take his Eafel Stor'd himfelf Pri-
A vately with Provifions, and fo kept Clofe awhile. Why,
how now Friend faysa Foz to him, we han't feen You abroad
at the Chafe this many a day ! Why truly fays the Wolfe, 1
have gottenan Indifpofition that keeps me much at Home, and
Thope I fhall have Your Prayers for my Recovery. The Fox
had a Fetch in't, and when he faw it would not Fadge; Away
goes he prefently to a Shepherd, and tells him where he might
furprife a Wolfe if he had a mind to’t. The Shepherd folfow'd
his Dire&tions, and Deftroy’d him. The Foz immediately, as his
Next Heir, repairs to his Cell, and takes pofleffion of his Stores ;
but he had Little Joy of the Purchafe, for in a very fhort time,
the fame Shepherd did as much for the Fox, as he had done

“before for the Wolfe.

‘The MoraL

*Tiis with Sharpers as *tic with Pikes, they Prey upon their ownkind 5 And
%tts 4 Pleafant Scene enough, when Thieves fall out among themfelves, 1o
Jee she Cutting of One Diamond with Another.

REFLEXION.

*T 1 s Impoffible for anEnvious Man to be Happy. He makes the World
his Enemies, and the Mifchief that be does to Others, returns in a Judg-
ment upon his Own Head. There’s No Trufting of a Crafty Defligning
Knave. I do not fpeak of the Truft of Privacy and Confidence only ;
but a Wife Man would not fo much as Venture himfe!fin fuch Company,
nor let him come within diftance of fo much as knowing how to put a
Trickupon him. This Fable fhews us the Danger of fuch Converfati-
on. And it fhews us likewife the Juft Fate that Attends the Treachery;
even of One Traitor to Another : The Wolfe had a Defign upon the Fox :
"The Fox hada Counter-Defign upon the Wolfe: ( which wasno more then
a Couple of Crafty Knaves well Match’d) And the Shepherd did Juftice
upon them Both.
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Fas XLIIL

A @tag Drinking.

AS aStag was Drinking upon the Bank of a Clear Strear.
he faw his Image in the Water, and Enter'd upon This
Contemplation upon’t. Well! fays he, if Thefe Pityful Shanks
of mine were but Anfwerable to this Branching Head, I can

but think how I fhould Defy all my Enemies. The Words
were hardly out of his Mouth, but he Difcover'd a Pack of
Dogs coming full Cry towards him. Away he Scours crofs the
Fields, Cafts off the Dogs, and Gains a Wood ; but Preffing
through a Thicket, the Bufhes held him by the Horns, till the
Hourids came in, and Pluck’d him Down. “The Laft Thing he
faid was This:  Whatari UInhappy Fool was I, to Take my
Friends for my Enemies, and my Enemies for my Friends!
ITrufted tomy Head, that las Betray’d me; and I found fault
with my Legs, that would otherwife hdve brought me off.

The Moxar.

He that does not throughly know himfelf, may be well allowed to make 4 Falfe
Fudgmens upoi other I{Iateri that ”ﬁﬂ 1\%’”/) concern him. &
REFLEXION:
. Turs isto fhew us how perverfly we. Judge of Many Things, and
take the Worfe for the Better ; and the Bettgr for the Worf}é 5 upc;gn,a ve-
1y great Miftake, both in what we Defpife, and inwhat we Admire. But
we are ratherfor that which is Fair, and Plaufible in Appeatance, then for
That which is Plain and Profitable in Effet ; Even to the Degree of Pre.
ferring Things Temporal to Eternal. °
He that wotild Know Himfelf, muft look jito Hiffifelf. *Tis only the
Refemblance, or the Shadow that hié fees in the Glafs, Not the Man, *Tis
One Thing to Fancy Greatnefs of Mind ; Anathet Thing to Pratifeit ; for
aBody may Promiife; pay and refolve "i?on many Things in Contemplati-
on, that he can never make good vipon Tryal; How did the Stag defpife the
Dogs hete, at the fight of his Arined Head in the Fountai ; but his Heart
Went quite to another Tune, when the Hourids were at the Heels of him.
Weare likewife taught here, how fubjeft Vain Men are to Glory in That
which commonly Tends to their Lofs, their Misfortnne, their Shame, and
their very Deftru@tion; and yetat the fametime to take their Beft Friends
for their Eemies; But there’s 2 Huge Difference berwixt a Falfe Concep-
tion of Things, and the True Natureand Reafon of them. The Stag Prided
himfelf in his Horas; that afterward Shackled, and were the Ruin of him;
but made flight of his Pityful Shenks, that,if it had not been for his Branche
ing Head, would have brought him off:

Fas
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Fas. XLIV.
A Snake and a filc.

Here was a Snake got into a Smith’s Shop, and fell to Lick-
ing of a File, She Saw the File Bloody, and ftill the
Bloodier it was, the more Eagerly fhe Lick’d 1t ; uport a Fool-
ifh Fancy, thatit wasthe File that Bled, and that She her felf
had the Better on't. In the Conclufion, when fhe could :Lick
no Longer, fhe fell toBiting ; but finding at laft fiecould do
no more Good upon't with her Teeth then with her Tongue,
the Fairly left it. ‘

The MowraL:

*Tis a Madwefs to ffand Biting and Snipping at any thing 10 no manner of
purpofe, more then the Gratifying of an Impotent Rage, in the fancy of
Haurting Another, when intruth, we onlyWound our Jelves.

REFLEXION.

T uis Fable fets out the Malignity of fome Spiteful People, that take
{o much Pleafure in the Defign of Hurting others, as not to Feel, and Under-
ftand that they only Hurt themfelves. Thisis the Cafe of thofe that will be
Trying Mafteries with their Superiours, and Biting of that which is too
Hard for their Teeth. There’s no Contending with an Adverfary that’s
cither Infenfible or Invincible : And the Rule holds, in Matters, notonly
of AQual Force and Violence, but of Fortune and Good Name ; for’tisno
better then Downright Madnefs, to ftrike where we have No Power to
Hurt, and fo Contend where we ate fure to be Worfted. The Doctrine
isthis, That Every Man fhould Conlider his Own Strength and At ac-
cordingly.

Fas XLV.
A League betwixt the {@oltes and the Specp.

THere wasa time when the Sheep were fo Hardy as to Wage
War with the Wolues; and fo long as they had the Dogs for
their Allies, they were upon all Encounters,at leaft a Match for
their Enemies. Upon This Confideration, the Wolves fent
their Embaffadors to the Sheep, to Treatabout a Peace, and in
the mean Time there were Hoftages given on Both Sides; the
Dogs on the part of the Sheep, and the Wolves Whelps on the
Other Part, ’till Matters might be brought to an Iffue. W}l'lu'le

they
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they were upon Treaty,the Ibelps fella Howling ; The #slues
eryed out Treafon; and pretending an Infraétion in the Abufe
of their Hoftages, fell upon the Sheep immediately without their
Dogs, and made them pay for the Improvidence of leaving
themfelves without a Guard.

The MogrAL.

*Tis fenfelefs in the Highest Degree to think of Eftablifbing an Alliance am
thofe that Nature f{r elf hai Divided, byan Inmmﬁiabla Dt"ﬁtgrsem::f.
.E;ﬁ&, that & Foolifb Peace is much more Deftraitive then a Bloody

ar. ' : .

REFLEXION.

To tike This Fable in a Political Senfe ; a Peace tht puts P

of Condition of Defence, in Cafe of a War, muft expet ;‘ ar; e:gée{zg}:
aState as leaves them at the Mercy of an Enemy, is Worfe then War it
felf. There’s nd Trufting to the Articles and Formalities of an Out-fide
Peace, upon the pretended Reconciliation of an Implacable Enemy. Chri-
ftian Religion bidsus Forgive: But Chriftian Prudence bids us have a Care
too, whom we Truft. >Tis juft in the World as it is in the Apologue.
Truces, and Ceffations, are both Made, and Broken, for Prefent Conve.
nience; and where the Allies find they ‘may be the Better for’t, we may
lay down this for an undoubted Truth, that there can never want a Co.
lour for a Rupture, where there’s a Good Will to’t. *Tis No N ew Thing
in the World for the Dogs that afe to keep the Waolves from Worrying the
Sheep, 10 be deliverd up to the Enemy for Hoftages, for fear the Sheep
thould Worry the Wolves. This was our very Cafe within the Memory of
Man, when Matters were brought to the fame Iffue in the Kingdomby’t,
that they are here inthe Fable: Witnefs the feveral and feveral Treaties
and Propofals that were fet on foot under the Countenance of a Good Will
to Peace: Where only fuch Conditions were infifted upon by the Defign-
ing Party, as would be almoft E?ually Deftructive to all Honéft Men, whe-
ther they were Granted or Refufed. “The One Way the Wolves were to
have the Sheep left at Mercy ; and the Other Way, the Scandal was turnd
upon the Refufers, as the Enemies of an Accommodation ¢ Nay and the
very Dogs wete turn’d intoWolves too; while Lawyers, afid Divines, rtiade
the Law and the Gofpel Felons of themfetves, and {uborn’d the Scri’ptures'
againft the very Chrift and his Apoftles.

Fas. XLVI
" AnQreand a Foyef,

A Carpenter that had got the Iron-Work of an Az alrea-
dy, went tothe Next Forrest to beg only fo much Wood

as would make a Handletot. The Matter feemd fo fmall;
. that
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at the Requeﬁ was Eafily Granted ; but when the Timber-

"T'rees came to find that the Whole Wood was to be Cut down

by the Help of this Handle ; There's No Remedy, they ay’d,
but Patience, when People are undone by their own Folly. .

o et

bléat the Thought of what Tam now a doing ; And I do not
fo much Complain neither,

n
gn; to be Deltroy’d by the Fruit of my own Body.

Fas: XLVIL
A Tree and a TWedge.

Workman was Cuitting downl a Tree to miake Wedges of
it. Well! fays the Z'ee, cannot but be éxtremely Trou-

.

of the Aze that does the Executi-

4s of the Man that Guides it; butitis My Mifery that I

Fas XLVIIL
The Caple and rrolw.

* A N Eaglethat was Watching upon éRock once for a Hare,
A had%:he Tl Hap to be ftruck with an Arrow. This Arrow,
it feers was Featherd from her own Wing, Which very Con-
fideration went nearer her Heart, fhe faid, then Death it felf.

Fas XLIX.
A Thu taken with WBirdiime.

the Fortune of a Poor Thrufb, among other Birds, to
Tbewatiken with a Buth of Lime-Twigs, and - the Miferable
Creature Reflecting uponit, that the Chief Ingredient in the
Birdlime came out of her own Guts: Tam not half fo much
Troubled, fays the Thrufh, at the Thought of Dying, asat
the Fatality of Contributing to my Own Ruine.

The MoraL of the Four Fables above.

Nothing goes neaver a M iss his Misfortunes, thento Igml himfelf Undone by E
"~ bis Own Folly, or but any way Acseffary to his own Ruine. !
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REFLEXION.

Tue Fables of the dx-Handle, and the Wedge, ferve to precaution us
not to put our felves Needlefly upon an After Game, but to Weigh before
hand what we Say, and Do.  'We fhould have a Care how we Arm our
Enemies againft our Selves; for there’s Nothing goes Nearer a Man then
to be Undone by his Own Improvidence; and Nothing afterward more Ri-
dicuious, then to Blame Fortune for our own Faults: Though we are fo
Fram’d by Nature, in refpet of our Soulsand Bodies, that One Part of a
Man is ftill Wounded by the Other. Nothing fo much Troubled the Eagle
and the Thrafb, asthe Thought of affifting to their own Deftruction.

There’s No living in This World without an Exchange of Civil Offices,
and the Need we have One of Another, goesa Great Way towards the Ma-
king of us Love One Another. How isthis Amity, and Communication to
be entertain’d now, but by the Commerce of Giving and Receiving ?
Reafon, and Experience, are Sufficient to convince us of the Neceffity of
fuch a Correfpondence ; And this Fiction of the 4xe and the Forres#, and
fo of the Tree and the Wedge, fhews us the Danger of it too, if it be not
Manag’d with a Provident Refpeét to All the Niceties of Circumftance,
and Contingency in the Cafe. People have got a Cuftom, ’tis true, of
Computing upon the Prefent Need, and Value of things, without ever
heeding the Confequences of them : As if all our Askings, and our Grant-
ings were to be Governed by the Standard of the Market. *Tw [0 pityful
a Bus'nefs, fays One, and it was fo fmall a Thing, fays Another ; And yet
this Pisyful Bus’nef5,and this Small Thing, provesat laft to be asmuch as a
Man’s Life, Honour, and Eftateis Worth, Alas! What’s a Handle for an
Axe, out of awhole Forreft! What's the Writing of a Man’s Name, or
the faying Ay, or NotoaQueftion? And yet the very Safety and Honour
of our Prince and Country, and the Summ of our Well-being lies many a
time at Stake upon the Iffue of doing either the One or the Other.Nay and
let the People we have to do withal be never fo Juft and Honeft, it 1s yet
a Temerity, and a Folly Inexcufable, to deliver up our felves Needlefly
into Anothers Power: For He that does any thing Rafhly, muft be taken
in Equity of Conftruion to do it willingly: for he was free to Delibe-
rate or Not : *T'is Good Advice to Confider, Firft, what the Thing is that
is Defired. 2. The Chara&ter of the Perfon that Asks. 3. What ufe
may be made on’t to the Detriment of him that Grants the Requeft, and
1o to Refolve how far in Duty, Humanity, Prudence, Juftice, and Refpett,
we are to Comply with it. “Wherefoever there is Moral Right on the
One Hand, No Secondary Intereft can Difcharge it on the Other. A
Pris’ner upon Parole mult {urrender himfelf upon Demand, though he
Die fort. A Man may Contribute to his own Ruin Several Ways; but
in Cafes not to be Forefcen, and fo not to be Prevented, it may be his
Misfortune, and the Man not to blame, We are not to omit Precaution
bowever, for fear an 11l Ufe fheuld be made of thofe Things that we do,
even witha Good Intention ; but we are ftill to Diftinguifh betwixt what
may Poffibly, and what will Probably be done, according to the Beft Mea-
fures we can take of the End of Asking ; for there would be No Place left
for the Fun&tions of Humane Society, if the Poffibility of Abufing 2 Kind-
nefs, fhould wholly Divert us from ‘the Excrcife of Charity and Good Na-
ture, There may be Great Mifchief Wﬁ)ught yet, without any thinl§ of

a Pre-
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a Previous Malice, and it may be Hazardous to Yield, even where the
Propofal is wholly Innocent. There may be other Propofitions again, that
were Originally Defign’d for Snares, to the Short-fighted and Credulous,
Now ’tis the Art of Life, Critically to Difcern the Cne Cafe from the
Other.

There needs Little more to be faid to the Emblems of the Eag/e and
the Thrafb, then to obferve, that both by Chance, and by Nature, weare
made Acceffary to our Own Ruins: and That’s enough to Trouble a Bo-
dy, though not to Condemn him.

Fae L.
The 23elty and Bembees,

H E Commaners of Rome were gone off once into "a Dirett

Faction againft the Senate. They’d pay no Tazes, nor

be forc’d to bear Arms, they faid, and twas againtt the Liberty

of the Subjel¥ to pretend to Compel them to’t. The Sedition, in

thort, ran fo High, that there was no Hope of Reclaiming

them, till Menenis Agrippa brought them to their Wits again
by This Apologue : ) _

The Hands and the Feet were in a Defperate Mutiny once
againft the Belly. They knew No Reafon, they faid, why the
One fhould lye Lazing, and Pampering it felf with the Fruit
of the Others Labour ; and if the Body would not Work for
Company, they'd be no longer at the Charge of Maintaining it.
Upon This Mutiny, they kept the Body fo long without Nou-
rithment, that All the Parts Suffer'd for't : Infomuch that the
Hands and Feet came in the Conclufion to find their Miftake,
and would have been willing Then to have Done their Office ;
but it was now too Late, for the Body wasfo Pin’d with Over-
Fafting,that it was wholly out of Condition to receive the Bene-
fit of a Relief : which gave them to underftand, that Bedy and
Members areto Live and Die together.

The MorAL.

The Publick is but One Body, and the Prince the Head o't [o that what
Mewmber [oever withdraws his Service from the Head, is no Better then a
Negative Traitor to bis Country.

REFLEXION.

Tiis Allegory is a Political Reading upon the State and Condition
of Civil Communities, where the Members have their Several Offices,
and Every Part Contributes refpectively to the Prefervation and Service
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of the Whole. Tis true, their Operations are More or Lefs Noble, but
¢the Mechanical Faculties can no more be Spar’d then the IntelleCtual, and
thofe that Serve in Council under an Appearance ofReft, are yet as Bufie,
and as Neceffary, in their Funtions, as thofe thatare A€tually and Vifibly
in Motion. Here’s a Caution in fine, tothe Members, to have a care how
they withdraw themfelves from theit Duties, till it fhall be too late for
their Superioursto make ufe of them. .

There is fo Near an Analogy betwixt the State of a Body Natural, and
Politique, that the Neceffity of Govermnent and Obedience, cannot bebet-
ter Reprefented. The Motions of a Popular Fattion are fo Violent, and
Unreafonable, that neither Philofophy, Prudence; Experience, nay, nor
the Holy Writ it felf, has the Power (ordinarily fpeaking ) to Work upon
them. If People would allow themfelves Time for Thought and Con-
fideration, they would find that the Confervation of the Body depends up-
on the Proper Ufe and Service of the Several Parss; and that the Intereft
of Every Diftin& Member ‘of it, is wrapt up in the Support, and Main-
tenance of the whole, which obliges them all to Labour in their Refpeétive
OfFices and Funétions for the Common Good. There are Degrees of Dig-
nity (no.doubt on’t) in Both Cafes, and One Part is to be Subfervient to
Another, in the Order of Civil Policy, as well as in the Frame of a Man’s
Body : {o that they are mightily out of the way, that take Eatin and
Drinking, and Un-Eating, and Un-drinking, in a courfe of Viciffitude,
with other Offices of Nature that are common to Beafts with Men, to be
the Great Bus'nefs of Mankind , without any further Regard to the Facul+
ties, and Duties of our Reafonable Being: For Every Member has its Pro-
per, and Refpe&tive Fun&tion Affign’d it, and nota Finger fuffers but the
Whole Feels on’t.

Fas LI
An @pe aond a for.

N Ape that found Many Inconveniences by going Bare-
Arfe, went to a Foxthathad a Well-{fpread, Bufhy Tayle,
and begg'd of him only a little piece on't to Cover his Naked-
nefs: For (fayshe): you have enough for Both, and what
needs more then you have Occafion for ? Well, fobn (fays the
Fox ) be it More, or be it Lefs, you get not one fingle Hair
on’t; for I would have ye know, Sirrah, that the Tayle of a
Foz was never made for the Buttocks of an Ape.

Providence has Affign’d 'Epﬂj Créﬁ)rnerit;vStntio.n; Lal, Make and Figure;
and’tis not for ‘s to fbagd Correfting the Works:of an Incomprehenfivle
Wifdom, and an Almighty Power. o i
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REFLEXION.

“THis is to Reprove the Impertinent, Ufelefs, and Unreafonable De-
mands of Thofe that firft Ask what Another cannot Part with, unlefs he be
aStark Fool, or aMad-Man. And, 2. That which if they could obtain
would be of No Ufe, or Benefit to them at all.  The Old Moral carries it
to Thofe alfo that will Part with Nothing to the Poor, even out of their
Superfluities : But it feems to be Abominably Wrefted, for neither did che
One want, nor had the other Any Thing to {pare.

There are Certain Rules to be obferved, as well in Asking, as Denying.
Things againft Nature are unreafonable on Both Sides. ‘Things Impoffible
are Ridiculous in the very Propofal; and Things which the One cannot
Spare, and the Other will be never the Better for, fall naturally within the
Compafs of Exceptions, _That is to fay, Thofe Things that we khow not
what to do withal if we Had them; and Thofe Things again, which An-
other Cannot Part with but to his own Lofs and Shame. Thefe Points are
the very Conditions of This Fable. Here’s aGeneral Caution againit Ex-
travagant Defites, and yet Jet the Refufal be never fo Juft, it is Poffible
however, that a2 Man may Oppofe a moft Unconfcionable Requett for an
Unjuftifiable Reafon; As in the Cafe for the Purpofe, of anIll Naturd De-
nyal, out of a Diflikeof the Man, rather then of the Thing it felf.

The Application of This Fable to Avarice, that will part with Nothing,
feems to be Wreftéd; for it ftrikes more properly upon the Folly of Peo-
plesnot being fatistied with the Appointments of Nature. An Ape with
Tayl; would be as fcandalous, as a Fox without One. Why fhould not Any
One Creature Envy the Whole, as well asany One Part of Another : And
why fhould not an 4pe be as much Troubled that he has no##7ngs, asthat
he has no Tay/? This Grumbling Humour has Envy init, Avarice and
Ingratitude, and fets up ic felfin fine again(t all the Works of the Creation.

Fas. LII
A Latk and her Ponng Dies.

7B Here was a Brood of Young Larks in the Corn, and the
. A Damywhen fhe went aproad to Forra)ge for them,Taid 2
Strict Charge upon her Little Ones, to pick up what News they
could get againft fhe came back again. They told her at her
Return, that the Owner of the Field had been there, and Or-
der'd his Neighbours to come and Reap the Corn. “Well, fays
the Old One, there’s no Danger yet thén. “They told Her the
next Day that he had been there again, and Defir’d his Friends
to Do't. Well, well, fays fhe, there’s no Hurt in That neither,
‘and fo fhe went out Progging for Provifions again as before.
But upon the Third Day, when they told their Mother, that
the Mafterand his Son appointed to'come Next Morning and

: do’t
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do’t Themfelves: "Nay then, fays the, ’tis time to look about
us: As for the Neighbours and the Friends, I fear ’em not;
but the Mafter I'm fure will be as good as his Word ; for ’tis
his own Bufinefs.

Fas. LIIL
The @tag and the Dretr,

A Stag that was hard fet by the Hunt{ien, betook himfelf

to a Stall for Sanctuary, and prevail’d with the Ozen to
Conceal him the Beft they could, fo they cover’d him with
Straw, and by and by in comes the Keeper to Drefs the Cattel,
and to Feed them ; and when hehad done his Work he went
his Way withoutany Difcovery. The Stag reckon'd himfelf by
This Time to be out of all Danger ; but one of the Ozen that
had more Brains then his Fellows, advisd him not to be too
Confident neither ; for the Servant, fays he, isa Puzzling Fool,
that heeds Nothing ; but when my Mafter comes, he’llhave an
Eye Here and There and Every where, and will moft certainly
find ye out. Upon the very Speaking of the Word, in comes
the Mafter, and He fpies out Twenty Faults, I warrant ye ;
"T'his was not Well, and That was not Well; till at laft, as he
was Prying and Groping up and down, he felt the Horns of
the Stag under the Straw, and fo made Prize of him.

The Morat of the Two Fables above.

He that would be fure to I;znm;p his Bus'nefs Well Done, mast either Do it Him-
[alf, or fee the Doing of it; Befide that many aGoeod Servant is Spoil’dby s
Carelefs Mafler. ~7 27

REFLEXION

Ix T ER s T Does moreig the World then Faith and Honefty ; for Men
are more fenfible id their own/Cafe thea in Anothers; which is allbut accord-
ing to the Old Saying, Commazdyoar Many and Dot Tour Self. Neither, in
Truth, s it Reafonable, that Another fhould be more Careful of Me, then I
at of myfelf.. Every Man's Bus'nefs is-Belt Done when he looks after it
with hisOwn Eyes : And.in thort, when Every Man looksto One, theCareis
aken for Al -, T L . .

We are likewife given to.underftand. inthe Misfortune, and Miftake of
the Stag, how Rare aFelicity, it is for a Man in Diftrefs, .to find out fucha
Patton as has thie Willand the Refolution, the Skill, and the Power, to
Relievehitn ;. and that it is not Every Man’s Talent neither to make the
Best of 4 BadGamre.  The Mprality of this Caution is-as good a Leffon to

- Go-
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Governments, asto Private Families. For a Prince’s Leaving his Busnefs
Wholly to his Minifters without a Stri€t Eye over them in their Refpeltive
Offices and Funions, is as Dangerous an Errour in Poliriques, asa Mafter’s
Committing All to hisServantis in Oeconomicks. It is Effe€ually a Tran-
{lation ofthe Authority, when aSuperiour truftshimfelf Implicitly to the
Faith, Care, Honelty and Difcretion of an Inferiour. To fay nothing of
the Temptation to Bribery and Falfe Dealing, when fo much may be Gotten
by’t with fo Little Hazzard, either of Difcovery, or Punifhment. Befide
the Defperate Inconvenience of Setting up a Wrong Intereft, by drawing
Applications out of the Proper Channel; and Committing the Authority
and Duty of the Mafter to the Honefty and Difcretion of the Servant. Men
will be True to Themfelves how Faithlefs foever to One Another.

Fas LIV.
A foyand a Sick Lion,

Certain Lion that had got a Politique Fit of Sicknefs,

Y made it his Obfervation, that of All the Beafts in the
Foreft, the Foz never cameat him : And fo he wrote him Word
how Il he was, and how Mighty Glad he fhould be of his
Company, upon the Score of Ancient Friendthip and Ac-
quaintance. The Forreturn'd the Complement with a Thou-
fand Prayers for his Recovery ; but as for Waiting upon him,

he defir'd to be Excus'd ; For ( fays he) Ifind the Traces of
abundance of Feet Going Into Your Majeftys Palace, and not
One that comes Back again.

The Morat.

The Kjndnefes of Il Natar’d and De[igm‘h People, [bould be throughly
Confider’d, and Examin'd, before we give 5redit 10 them.

REFLEXION.

Tuer £ but a Hair’s Breadth here, betwixt an Office of Great Piety,
Humanity and Virtue, and an A&ion of Extreme Folly,Improvidence,and
Hazzard. But the Fox faw thorough the Coniplement, and-that it was,
in Truth, but an Invitation-of him to hisOwn Funeral. 'We meet with
many of Thefe Dangerous Civilities in the World, wherein ’tis a- Hard
Matter for a Man to Save, bothhis Skin and his Credit.

*Tis a Difficult Point to Hit the True Medium, betwixt Trufting too
Much, and too Little, for fear of Incurring a Danger on thie One Hand, or
giving a Scandal on the Other. ~Complements areonly Words of Courfe,
and though One Bxternal Civility may be Current Payment 'for Another,
yet aMan would be loth to Venture his All upon a Figure of Speechy,
where the Meaning is fo Nicely Divided betwixt Jeft and%ameﬁ. *Tisa
Bafe Thing to fufpe€t a Friend, or an Honeft Man, Nay ’tisa Bafe Thing
to fufpe@ any Man, that but Looks like One; fo as to Wound I’;Ln,

: at
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That is, either ina Word, or ina Thought, But then ’tis Death perhaps
to be Impos’d upon by an Hypocrite under that Mafque.  So that the Cha-
racter of a Wife Man, lyesat Stake upon Matter of Judgment, One Way,
and of 2 Good Natur’d Man, the Other Way. The Middle Courfe is to
Hide our Diftruft where we are doubtful, and to be Free, and Open,
where we may be Secure. ‘There’s No Living without Trufting fome
body or Other, in fome Cafes,or at fome Time or Other: But then if Peo-
ple be not Cautious, Whom, When, and Wherein, the Miftake may be
Mortal; for there muft be fomewhat of a Truft to make way for a Trea-
chiery ; fince No man can be Betray’d that does not cither Believe, or feem
to Believe: So that the Fox did well to Weigh All Circumftancesbefore
he came to a Refolution. The Lioi’s Defign was well enough Cover’d un-
der the Difguife of a Counterfeit Sicknefs, and a Diffembled Tendernefs
and Refpet, for the Drawing of the Fox into the Toyle.  For there was
the Civility of an Invitation, on theOne Hand,and fome Colour of a Right
toa Vifit, though but out of Compaffionand Good Manners,on the Other:
But the Foxes Sagacity, and the Prints of the Feet Spoil'd All. This Fable
in One Word more, bids us be Careful how we Truft in Any Cafe with-
out lcoking Well about us: for ’tis Half the Bus’nefs of One part of the
World to put Tricks upon T’other. The Heart of Man is like a Bog, it
looks Fair to the Eye; but wlien we come to lay any Weight upon’t, the
Ground is Falfe under us. Nothing could be more Obliging and Refpe&-
ful then the Lyon’s Letter was, in Terms and Appearance ; but there was
Death yet in the True Intent and Meaging on’t.

Fan LV.
A sor and a (Ueazle.

‘ Slam, Thin-Gutted Fox made a Hard Shift to Wriggle

his Body into a Hen-Rooft, and when he had ftuffd his
Guts well, he fqueezd hard to get out again ; but the Hole
was too Little for him. There was a Weazle a pretty way off,
that ftood Learing at him all This While. Brothér Reynard 3
{fays he ) Your Belly was Empty when you went In, and you
muft €en ftay till Your Belly be Empty again; before you

come Out.
The MoraL.

Temperance keeps the Whole Man in Order, and in a Good Dif[:(;ﬁ'tion, esther
for Thought or Aétion, but the Indulging of the Apperitebrings a Clog,
both upon the Body and Mind.

REFLEXION:

1~ aMiddle State, bothof Body, and of Fortune a inan is better Di-
fpos’d for the Offices of Humane Society, and the Funttions of Reafonable
Nature; and theHeart is alfo freeer from Cares and Troubles. There are

Un-
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Unwieldy Minds as well as Unwieldy Bodies,and the Fumes of the One Ob-
ftruct the Operations of the Other. The Head of a Philofopher will never
do well upon the Shoulders of an Epicure. The Body and the Soul are In~
feparable Companions, and it is againft the Nature of This Reafonable
Union, for the One to be aClog to the other, The Foxes here, is the
Cafe of may a Publick Minifter, that comes Empty In, but when he has
Cram’d his Gutts well, he’s fain to fqueeze hard before he can get offagain ;
and glad to Compound with his very Skin for his Carcafe.

Fas. LVL
A Boar and a Doyle,

A Boar happen’d to be Wallowing in the Water where a
Horfe was going to Drink, and there grew a Quarrel up-
on’t. The Horfe went prefently to a Man, to Affift him in his
Revenge. They agreed upon the Conditions, and the Manim-
mediately Arm’d himfelf, and mounted the Hor/z, who carry'd
him to the Boar, and had the fatisfaction of feeing his Enemy
Kill'd before his Face. The Horfe Thank’d the Cavalier for his
Kindnefs, but as he was juft about to take leave, the Man fay'd
he fhould have further Occafion for him, and {o Order’d him
to be Ty'd up in the Stable. The Horfe came by This Time,
to Underftand, that his Liberty was gone, and No Help for',
ann that hehad paid Dear for his Revenge.

Fas. LVIL
A Stag and a Dole.

UPon a Difpute betwixt a Stagand a Horféabout a piece of
Pafture, the Stag got the Better on’t, and beat the Other
out of the Field. The Horfe, upon This Affront, Advisd with
a Man what Courfe to Take ; who told him, that if he would
Submit to be Bridled, and Sadled, and take a Man upon his
Back with a Lance in his Hand, he would undertake to give
him the Satisfaction of a Revenge. The Horfe came to his
Terms, and for the Gratifying of a Prefent Paffion, made him-
felfa Slave all the days of his Life. Stefichorus made ufe of This
Fable to Divert the Himerenfés from Chufing Phalaris the Ty-
rant for their General. This Horfes Cafe, fays he, will be Yours,
if you go on with your Propofals. "Tis true, You'l have your
Revenge, but you'l lofe your Liberties ; Upon which Words the
Motion fell. The
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. The Morac of the Two Fasres above. ‘

Let every Man take, a Trae. Meafure of Himfelf, what be is Able to do, and
what Not ; before be comes to any Peremptory Refolution how to Proceed,
He 156 Madman, that to Avoida Prefent, and a Lefs Evil, runs Blind-
fold into aGreater 5 and for the Gratifying of a Froward Humour, makes
himfelf a Slave Al the Days of bis Life.
REFLEXION.

Tuest Fables lay Open to us the Folly of Thofe People that make them-
felves Slaves to their Revenge; for no Man fhould be fo Angry with Ano-
ther, as to Hurt Himfelf for’t. We fhould likewife Confider, that there’s
More Hazard in the fuccour of a New Powerful Friend, then in the Ho+
ftility of an Old Dangerous Enemy ; and that the Greateft Empires upon
the Face of the Barth, have had their Rife from th¢ Pretence of Taking
up Quarrels, or: Keeping the Peace. . C

Thefe Fables tell us, that it is a Rule of Good Difcretion in all Matters
of Quarrel, and Controverfie, for Him' that is Worlted to have a Great
Care Whom he colls to his Aid : Efpecially when there’s more of Paffion
then Neceffity in the Cafe. The Horfemight have Quench’d his Thirft
with Troubled Water ; or he might have. ftay’d the Clearing of it ; Or
Chang’d his Wat’ring Place ; Or when he was forc’d out of One Pafture he
might have taken up in Another, which would have Preferv’d his Liberty
upon the Main, though notasto this Particular : But his Stomach was too
Great, it feems, to Digeft the Affront, without having his Enemy at his
Feet : fo that he gives up his Freedom to Gain his Revenge. He has Fair
Words however, Rich Trappings, and Large Promifes ; but Worksonly
for his Mafter ; and if at any time he does but Slacken his Pace, or abate,
either in his Zeal, or in his Mettle, the Spur isimmediately in the Flank of
him: Or if he be Unruly, the Bit’s upon the Check to keep him to his
Duty. The Stag was too hard for the Herfé ; and the Horfé flyes for Suc-
cour to One that’s too Hard for Him, and Rides the One to Death, and
Qutright Kills the Other. It were Well, if Poffible, to kecp All Potent
Enemies to the Behaviour in fuch a Cafeas This, Efpecially if they Appear
under the Shape of Friends : But if People will Venture Life, Liberty and
All, for the Clawing of an Itch, and lay Violent Hands upon Themfclves;
there’s no Fence for’t. .

That ‘which Mex are to Horfes, in the Scale of Creatures, Men in
Power and Authority, are in fome Proportion to the Poor and Weak :
That is to fay in the dnalogy of Servitude, and Drudgery; and in the
carrying of fome fort of Burdens that are a Shame to the Bearer. They
"Toyl and Moyl for the Interelt of their Mafters, that in requital, break
the’ very Hearts of them for their Pleafure; and the Freer they are of
their Flefh, the more Scandalous is the Bondage. 'When they have done
All that Horfes can do, they are Lafl'd, Spurr’d, Revil'd, and Il Treated,
for not being able to do More: They are Hurry’d on without either Re-
fpite or Reafon; And after they have carry’d their Riders fafe over All
Leaps, and thorough All Dangers, and by All Ways and Means Contri-
buted to the Eafe, Credit, and Security of their Mafters, what comes of
them in the End, but to be Strain’d, Founder’d, or Broken Winded; gld
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Ace Overtakes them, and they are €’en Glad to take up in a Mill at laft
‘with Grains and Thiftles, and there fpend the Remainder of 2 Wretched
Life in a Circulation of Mifery and Labour. If any Man of War, or State,
{hiall firid this Cafe to be his Own, and Himfelf Touch’d in the Moral of
This Fable, let him keep his Own Councel, and learn to be Wifer héreafter.
And wemay learn This Leffon of the Forfé too, not to Sacrifice our Honour,
Liberty, and Confcience, to a Freak. i

Fas. LVIIL

Two Poung Pen and a Took,

Wo Toung Fellows Slipt into a Cook’s Shop, and while the

-~ Mafter was Bufie at his Work, One of them Stole a piece

of Fleth, and Convey’d it to the Other. The Mafter Mifsd it

immediately, and Challeng’d them with the Theft. He that

T ook it, Swore He had None on’t. And He that Had it, Swore

as Defperately that He did not Take it. The Cook Reflecting

upon the Conceit: Well, My Mafters, (fays he) Thefe Frauds

and Fallacies may pafs upon Men ; but there’s an Eye Above
that fees thorough them.

REFLEXION.

There's No Putting of Tricks upon an All-Seeing Power 5 as if Hethat Made
our Hearts, and knows Every Nook, and Corner of them, could not fee
thorongh the Childifh Fallacy of 4 Double-Meaning.

REFLEXION.

Thxis Fable concerns thofe that think to Deceive God with Fallacies of
Words, Equivocations, Mental Refervations, and Double Meanings ;
but though Frauds and Perjuries may pafs upon Men for a Seafon, they
are as Open as the Light yet to Him that Secarches the Heart. A Man
had better be a Downright Arheiff, then in fuch a Cafe as This, an Equi-
vocating Hypocrite : For He that Denics a Providence, or Doubts whe-
ther there be any God ar all, is much more Pardonable, then Arother
that Acknowledges, and Confeffes an All-Seeing and an Almighty Power;;
and yet at the Same Time, moft Blafphemoufly Affronts it. *Tis a Great
Unhappinefs that Children fhould be fo much Addifted (as we fee they
are) to This Way and Humour of Shuffling: Bur it is a Greater Shame
and Mifchief, for Parents, Governours, and Tutors, to Encourage, and
Allow them in’t, and {fo (Effettually) to Train them up to One of the
molt Dangerous Corruptions they are Capable of, in Countenancing the
very Ground Work of a Falfeand Treacherous Life. There muft be no Pa-
radoxing or Playing Tricks with ThingsSacred. Truth is the Great Leffon
of Reafonable Nature, both in Philofophy, and in Religion. Now thereis Ia

Truth
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Truth of Opinion; a Truith of Faft, and a Truth in Simplicity and Sin-
cerity of Thought, Word, and Deed. The Laft of the Three is the Truth
thatisherein queftion. The Knack of Faff and Loofé paffes with a world
of Foolith People for a Turn of Wit ; but they are not aware all this
while, of the Defperate Confequences of an Il Habit, and that the Pra.
&ice of Falfifying with Men, willlead tis on Infenfibly toa Double Deal-
ing even With God Himfelf.

Fas LIX.
A Dog and a2 Butcher.

" A S4d Buscher was Buify about his Meat; 4 Dog tuns away
with a Sheeps Heart. The Butcher faw him upon the
Gallop with a piece of Fleth in’s Mouth, and call’d out after
him, Heark ye Friend (fays he) you may e’en make the Beft
of your Purchafe, fo ldng a5 Y’ave made Me the Wifer for'.

The MoraL:

I mep ferve as a Conifort to 4s in Al Oar Calumsities and Afflictions, that
He thae Lofes any thing and gets Wifdom byt is a Gainer by the
i .
REFLEXION.

_ No Man js to Accountany thing a Lofs, if he gets Wifdom by the
bargain : Befide, that Boughs Wit is rglaz It is in {fome Proportion, in
the Bufinefs.of this World, as it is in thar of the Nexe: In the Cafes, (I
mean, of Lofles, Mifcafriages and Difappointments : We are in Both
Refpefts the Bettet for them ug“rovided theiy be not Mortal, that is) for.
?ﬂ'“‘e Mouitory and Infiruftive. Afflition makes a Man both Honeft

ind Wife; ‘for the fmart brings him to a feafe of his Brrour, and the Ex-
periment to the Knowledge of it. We have I know not how many 4d-
4ges to back the Reafon of This Moral, Hing 4 Dog upon 4 CrabTree

we fay ) and He'll never lve Verjuyees And then we hive it again in
“That Cominon faying, The Burnt Child Dreads the Fire., *Tis Wandring
Many rimes, whiether it be in Opinion, or in Travelling, that fetsa Man
Rightin his Judgment, and brings him into the way. The Dogs run-
ning away with the Fleth, Does as good as bid the Cook look Better to’t
Anotheg time,
A Dog and a Sheep. See Fable and Moral 29. -
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SR SRR
Fas LX. .

A Tolfe, a Lamb, add a Goat, ., s

AS a Lamb was following a Geat, Up comesa Wolfe, wheed::
ling, to get him afide, and make a Breakfaft of him: Why-
whata Fool art thou, faysthe Wolfe ; that may’ft have thy Belly
full of Sweet Milk at Home, toleave thy Mother for a’ Nafty
Stinking Goat! Well, fays the Lamb, but my Mother has
Plac’d me here for my Security ; and you'd fain get me into
2 Corner to Worry me.  Pray’e, which of the Twoam I to
Truft to Now? s S

1

... The MoraL: --

‘Where there's the Order of & Patent on the Oné fide, and'the Aduice g “an.
. Ik Man, and,.a Profe[s’dEnemy, on the Other, " in Oppofition to That
Command ; Difobedience would be Undoubtedly the Ready Way to De-
Srruction. e Py ’

"REFLEXTON. e b

Tuis Fable Preaches both Obedience and Caution ; the One asa Mat-
ter of Duty, the Other asaPoint of Prudence. The Wolf: fings direftly the
fame Note here with the Common Seducersand Incendiaries, that we
Meet with in the World. And.to thefameEnd too ; for they are both Agreed
upon’, that fofoon as ever they-fhall have withdrawn the Lazibs, or thePeo-,
ple, from their Religion and llsgiance, and gotten them ou of the Pale mJ,
Protection of their Parents and Governours;” they’l make a Prey of ‘e’
Themfelves.” “What’s the Wheedling of the Eznb out of the §tation where
Authority had Placd him, to gohome again for a Belly-fil of Sweet Milkg
but a State-Trick of Inveigling the Multitudé iftoa %qo};’-i}a adife, withi-.
out UnderftandingOne Word of the Matter'i Gleftion'l "Blg fome Linsbs
are¢ Wifer and Honefter theh forne Mes: And This'very Eimb’s , v
might have become the Mouth of a Good Chiiftian and'3 Good Subject:
For a Conclufion ; The Wolies Preaching ‘to"the Sheep, and' the Foxes.
Preaching to the Geife, hold-forth the fame Moral. ', ol

Fas IXL
A Cat and Temig,

ATbng Fellow that was Paffionately in Love with a Cat, made
it his Humble Suit to Venus to turn Pufs into a Woman.
The Transformation was Wrought inthe Twinkling of an Eye,
and Out fhe comes, a Very Buckfome Lafs. The Doting Sot
. B Cot took

s FABLES,

took her home to his Bed ; and bad Fair for a Litter of Kit-
tens by her That Night : But’as‘the Loving Couple lay Snug-
ging together, 2 Toy took Venusin the Head, to try if the Cat
had Chang’d her Manners with her Shape ; and fo for Experi-
ment, turnd a Moiféloofeinto the Chamiber: ‘The Cat; upon
This Temptation, Seatted out of the Bed;aiid without'arly re-

gard:t0 the Marridge-Joys, inade a Leapat: thé Moufe; whick
Venustook for fo, High an Affront;' that thé terin’'d the'Madam
into'a Pufs again. - SR Lol

AN M

v The MOmaLo bl
. g .

L ! deber,, SRR I IS
T/Je‘ch"trgy«gaezt Tranfports of Love, andthe Wonderful Force o - Natage,
are anittouintable’y, The One carrivs 'u?:d()ut'qf our Sebves, ind{:ﬁé “Other
brings us Back again.

REFLEXIO N.

Tiis is to lay befoe us the Charms and Extravagances of al“Blfnd

o

Love. ‘It Covers all Imperfettions, and Confiders neither Quality, nor .

Merit. How many Noble Whores has it made, and how many Emperial
Slaves! And let the Defeéts be never fo Grofs, it either Palliates, or Ex-
cufesthem. The Womans Leaping at the Moufe,: tells us alfo how Impof-
fibleit is to make Nature Change her Biafs, and that if we fbut ber our ar
the Door, [be'll come in.at:the Window.} i~ .. R TS E T
Here’s the Image of 2 Wild and Fanitaftical Love, urider the Cover of
as Extravagant a Fable, -and, it is all but Fancy at lafttoo'; for Méndonot
See, or Talt, .or Find the Thing They Love, but they Create it.": They
Fafhion an Idal, in whag Figure or Shape they pleafe ;. Set it up, ‘Worfhip
it, Dote upen it ; Purfueit ; and- in fine, run’ Mad for't. . How many
Paffions have-we feen in, the World, Ridiculousrendtigtito Anfwer All
the Follies of this, Imagination! It'was much for #nizoo: turn a-Cat inito
& Womanj-and for thao Cully again-to take That Caz for’a W oman : What
is it Lefs now, fora Fop to Form an Jdes of the Womin he Dyes for} Every

‘jot as Unlike That Wonap; -as the Cat.is 1o the Miftrefs 2: Let This Suffice

for the Impofturds, and Illufions of That PafFon. S

Weare further given to Underftand that No Counterfeit is fo Steady,
and fo Equally Drawn, but Nature by Starts will fhew her felf thorough
it; for Pufs, even when fhe’s a, Madam, will bea Moufer fill. Tis the
Same Thing with a Hypocrite, Which'is only a Devil drefs’d up with a
Ray about him, and Transform'd intoap Angeiof Light. Take him in
thevery Raptures of his Devotion, and do but throw a parcel of Charch-
Lands in his. way, he Iha\kﬁl.f;ap af the Sacrilege from theivery Throne of
his Glory, as Puf; did at the Moufe ; and Pick your Pocket, as a Fremsh
Poet fays-of & Jefiir, inl the Wiiddlle of his Paternoffer. N

[ U SO R
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Fas LXIL
A fFatber and his Song.

T was the Hap of a very Honeft Man to be the Fatber of a
Contentious Brood of Children. He call'd for a Rod, and
bad ’em Take it, and Try One after Another with All their
Force, if they could Break it. They Try'd, and could not.
Well (fayshe ) Unbind it now, and take Every Twig of it
apart, and {ee what you can do That Way. TheyDid fo, and
with Great Eafe, by One and One, they fhapt it all to pieces.
This (fays he) is the True Emblem of Your Cendition. Keep
Togetherand Y'are Safe, Divide, and Y’are Undone.

The MorAL.

The Breach of Unity pats the World, and Al thar’s in’s; into a State of

* War, and tarns Every Man’s Hand againf} his Brother ; bat [o long as
the Band holds, 'tis the Strength of Al the Several Parts of it Gather’d
snto One,

REFLEXION.

This is to Intimate the Force of Union, and the Danger of Divifion.
‘What has it been but Divifion that has Expos’d Chriftendom to the Enemies
of the Chriftian Faith? And it isas Ruinous in Private as’tis in Publique.
A Divided Pamily can no more Stand, then a Divided Common-Wealth ;
for every Individual Suffers in the Negle€t of a Common Safety. *Tisa
Strange Thing that Men fhould not do That under the Governmentof a Ra-
tional Spirit and a Natural Prudence, which Wolves and Boares do by the
Impulfe of an Animal Inftin&. For they, we fee, will make Head, Ore
and All againft a Common Enemy ; whereas the Generality of Mankind
lye Pecking at On¢ Another, till One by One, they are all Torn to Pieces,
geyer confidering ( with the Farber here) the Neceflity and Strength of

nion. :

Fas, LXIIL
A Laven Qffe ard a Doxle,

Sa Horfeand an Affe were upon the Way together,’ the

N\ Affe cryed out to his Companion, to Eafe him, of his
Burden, though never fo little, he thould fall down Dead elfe.
The Horfe would not ; and fo his Fellow-Servant funk under his
Load. The Mafter, upon This, had the 4 Flay'd, and laid

his
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* his Whole Pack, Skin and All, upon the Horfe. Well, (fayshe)
This Judgment is befall'n me for my Ill Nature, in refufing to
help my Brother in the Depth of his Diftrefs.

The Mo RA‘L.

Itisi ‘C;k‘rg'/iidn, a Natural) « Ren[n’mbllé, and a l:’vol;'lj‘tﬂ B}ay, Sfom Al
Merbtrsof the fame Bodyto Affift One Angther.

REFLEXTON,

Tue Bus'nefs of the World, is more or lefs, the Bus’nefs of EveryMan
that lives in’t : And if the Great and the Small do not Joyn inOne Com-
mon Affiftance, where the Matter requires it, they are in Danger to be Both
Undone: Sothat it is for the Good of the Whole, that the Several Parts
take care One of Another. . \

‘We have here fet before us the Mifchiefs of Tll Nature, and Imprudence,
both in One ; .and the Folly of riot Heeding the Duty, as well as. thé Com-
mon Neceffity, of Helping One Another. [ This is None of My Bus'sefs ]
we Cry : never confidering, that in Things Requifite to be done, what One
Cinnot, Another Muft : Befide, that in the Cafe of a Fellow-Setvart, or
an Honieft Neighbour, I am as much bound to fave him from Sioking ihder
a Heavy Burthen, as Iam to give him a Cup of Drink, or a Morfel of Bread,
to keep him from Choaking or Starv‘ing:v It makesa Breach ina Commu-

ity, when Patticular Men fhall take upor them to Divide from the Comi-
mon Service of theBody : And He that fets up a Private Inteieft, Separate
from the Publique, Difcontinues the Connexion of the Government, by
Cutting off That Link of the Chain, But.the Miferies afid Calamities that
follow upon departing from the Known Rules and Meafures of Political
Order, are fufficient to Enlighten usin the Réafon of Political Methods, and
to Excite us toan Agreement inall Reciprocal Services, One with Another.
There’s the Duty of Charity in’t, and the Foundations of Governing Pru-
dence ; Befide, that weare likewife Mov’d to’t, by aSenfe of Tendernefs,
Honour and Juttice.

The Churlifh Humour of this Horfe, is too much the Humour of Man-
kind, even in the Cafe of Subjefts to the fame Mafter ; but fuch is the Va-
nity that many People draw trom their Titles, and their Trappings, that
they look down upon their Fellows; as if they Were not All made of the
fame Clay. To fpeak the Plain Truth of the Matter, *T's the Little People
that fupport the Great; and when the Foundation fails, the whole Fabrick
muft either drop into Rubbifh, or otherwife Reft upon the Shoulders of
their Superiors.
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Fas. LXIV.
A Qtulli_zr and a fullet.

Fyller had a very kind Invitation from a Collier to come

and Live in the Houfe with him. He gave him a Thou-
fand Thanks for his Civility; but told him that it would not
Stand with his Convenience ; for (fayshe ) asfaft as I make
any thing Clean, You'll be Smutting it again.

Fas. LXV.
A Thut and 2 Siallotn.
AH my Dear Mother ! fays the Thfb, Never had any Crea-

ture fuch a Friend as1 have, of this fame Swallow. No,
fays fhe, nor ever any Mother fuch a Fool toher Son as 1 have,
of this fame Thrufb: To talk of a Friendfhip betwixt People
that cannot fo much as live together in the fame Climate and
Seafon. One is for the Summer, T other for the Winter ; And
that whichkeeps You Alive, Kills your Companion.

The Moravr of the Two Fables above.

’Tés & Neceffary Rule in Alliances, Matches, Socicties, Fraternities, Friend-
fbips, Partner(bips, Commerce, and All Manner of Civil Dealings and Con-
traits, to have a Striét Regard to the Humonr, the Nature, and the Dif-
pofition of Thofe we have to dowithall.

REFLEXION.

Tris is to bid us have a Care what Friendthips we Contralk, and
what Company wekeep ; for Contrary Humours and Manners will never
agree together. There can be no Thought of Uniting Thofe that Nature
it felf has Divided. And this Caution holds good in all the Busnefs of a
Sober Man’s Life ; as Martiage, Studies, Pleafures, Society, Commerce,
and thelike: Tis in fome fort, with Friends ( Pardon the Courfnefs of the
lluftration) as it is with Dogs in Couples. They fhould be of the Same Size,
and Humour; and That which pleafes the One fhould Pleafe the Other;
But if they Draw Several Ways, and if One be too Strong for T other,
they’ll be ready to Hang themfelves upon Every Gate, or Style they come
at. This s the Moral of the Friendfhip betwikt a Thrafb and a Swalow,
that can never Live together.

FAB.
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. Fas ) LXVI
A fotoler and 2 'Pigeon.

A . S a Country. Fellow was making a Shoot at a Pigeon, he
A trod upon‘a Snake that Bit him by the Leg: The Sur-
prize Startled him, and away flew the Bird. -

The MorAL.

We are to Dt]lingmﬂ) betwixt the Benefits of Good Will, and thofe of Pre-
vidence : For the Latter are immiediately from Heaven, where no Humane
Intention Intervenes. :

REFLEXION.

Tue Mifchief that we Meditate to Others, falls commonly upon our
Own Heads, and Ends in a Judgment, as well as a Difappointment. Take
it Another Way, and it may ferve to Mind us how Happily People are
Diverted Many Times from the Executipn of a Malicious Defign, by the
Grace and Goodnefs of a Preventing Providence. A Piftol’s not taking Fire
may fave the Life of 2 Good Man ; and the Innocent Pigeon had Dy’d, if
the Spiteful Snakehad not Broken the Fowler’s Aim: That is to fay ; Good
may be drawn out of Bvil, and a Body’s Life may be Sav’d without having
any Obligation to his Preferver. S

Fas LXVIL
A Trumpetet taken Prifoner,

Pon the Rout of ah Army there was a Trumpeter made d
Prisner, and as the Soldiers were about to Cut his
Throat ; Gentlemen, (fays he) Why fbould you Kill a Man that
Kills No Body? You fhall Die the rather for That, cry’s one of
the Company, for being fo Mean a Rafcal, as to {et other Peo-
ple together by the Ears without Fighting your felf.

The MoraL:

He that Provokes and Incites Mifchief is the Doer of it. Tis r/n"'Mm_
that Kills Me, the Bullet is only a Paffive Infirument to ferve his End
that Directs it. - ’
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REFLEXION.

Thus is to Reprove Thofe (according to the old Moral) that Stir up
Men in Power todo Publick Mifchief; ‘which is much Worfe then any
Man’s Doing a Private One Himfelf :"And only a Safer Way of Commit-

ing greater Outrages. N
m %ﬁe T rumpeter:vPlei is fo Arrant a'Shuffle heie, that an Incendiary at
the Bas, or inthe Pulpst, hasas much to fay for Himfelf. Hethat Coun-
tenances, Encourages, or Abettesa Mifchief, Does it. The Seditious Law-
yer, or Divine, Kills No Body with his own Hand, but by a Falfe Glofs
erhaps, upona Law, or a Text, he may Cpufe Ten Thoufand Swords to

e Drawn, without Spilling One Drop of Blood immediately Himfelf.

Shall any Man now, that Wilfully, and Malicioufly, procures the Cutting
of whole Armies to Pieces, fet up foran Innocent ? As if the Lives that
were taken away by his Inftigation, were not to be Charged upon his Ac-
count. He that Covers Murder, Opprefion, Sacrilege, Rebellion, with
a Cloak of Statute and Scripture, makes God and Government, Effe&tually
the Authors of the Wickednefs : And Thofe are the Bafeft, and Worft of
Bravo’s, that Employ SJourneymen Mercenaries under them to do the Work.
What is This, but to Engage our Bibles, and our Law Books in a Con-
fpiracy againft Themfelves ? Shall He thac gives Fire to the Train, pretend
to Wafh his Hands of the Hurt that’s'done by the Playing of the Mine ?
Humane Corruptions areas Catching as Powder ; as Bafily Enflam’d, and
the Fire afterwards as Hard to be Quench’d. That which 2 Man Caufes to
be Done, he Does Himfelf, and ’tis allacafe whether he does it gy Prattice,
Precept, or Example. InOne Word, He that Kindles the Paffions of the
Mobile, 15 Anfwerable for the Following Conflagration. When the Men of
the Long Robe have once Preach’d the People to Tinder, the Leaft Spark
fets them a Fire : {o that they have no more to do then to Inculcate the
Doétrine of Difobedience, and then leave the Multitude to chew upon’t.
A Trumpeter inthe Pulpit 1s the very Emblem of a Trumpeter in the Field ;
and the fame Charge holds Good againit Both. Only the Spiritual Trum-
peter is the more Pernicious Inftrument of the Two ; for the Latter ferves
only to Rouze the Courage of the Soldiers without any Doétrine of Ap-
plication upon the Text, whereas the other infufes Malice over and above,
and Preaches Death and Damnation, Both in One, and gives ye the very
Chapter and Verfe for’t.

Fas. LXVIIL
A Dog and a Wolfe.

THere wasa Hagged Carrion of a Wolfz, and a Jolly Sort of
a Gentile Dog, with Good Flefh upon’s Back, that fell into
Company together upon the King’s High-Way. The Wolfe was
wonderfully pleas'd with his Compariion, and as Inquifitive to
Learn how he brought himfelf to That Bleffed State of Body.
Why, faysthe Dog, Ikeep my Mafter’s Houfe from Thieves,
and | have very Good Meat, Drink, and Lodging for my pains.

: Now
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Now if you'llgo along with Me, and do as1 do, you may fare
as 1 fare. The Wolfe Struck up the Bargain, and io awa they
Trotted together : But as they were Jogging on, the W’olfz' fpy'd
a Bare Place about the Dog’s Neck, where the Hair was worn
off. Brother (fays he) how comesthis 1 prethee? Oh, That's
Nothing, fays the Dog, but the Fretting of my Collar a little.
Nay, fays T other, if there bea Collar in the Cafe, I know Bet-
ter Things then to fell my Liberty for a Cruft.

The MorAL.

We are [o Dazzeld with the Glare of a Splendid Appearance, that we can
hardly Difeern the Inconveniencies that Attend it. *Tis 4 Comfort to have
Good Meat and Drink at Commandy andWarm Lodging : Bur He that [ells
bis Freedom, for the Cramming ofbis Gurt, has but 4 Hard Bargain of it.

REFLEXION.

In This Emblem is fet forth the Bleffing of Liberty, and the Sordid
Meannefs of thofe Wretches that facrifice their Freedom to their Lufts, and
their Palates.  What Man in his Right Senfes, that has wherewithal to
Live Free, would make himfelf a Slave for Superfluities! The Wolfe would
have been well enough Content tohave Barter’d away a Ragged Coat, and
aRaw-Bon’d Carcafs, for a Smoothand a Fat One ; but when they came
totalk of a Collar once, away Marches He to his Old Trade in the Woods
again, and makes the Better Choice of the Two.

To fpeak to the Firlt Point, we are lyable to be Impos’d upon by Out-
fides and Appearances, for want of Searching things to the Bottom, and
Examining what Really they are, and what they Only feem to be. This
Filtion of the Wolfe, is a Reproof to Eager Appetites, and Over-Hafty
Judgments, that will not give themfelves time to Ballance Accounts, and
Compute Beforehand, whether they are to get or Lofe by the Bargain, It
‘tholdsas well againft Intemperate Curiofities, and Rafh“Withes, That is to
fay, againft the Folly of the One, and the Wickednefs of the Other ; for if
we come once to take Evil for Good, our very Prayers are turn’d into Sin: But
what witha Certain Itch of Prying into, and Meddling with Other Peoples
Matters, and a Natural Levity that putsus upon Shifting and Changing, we
fall Infenfibly intoa Thoufand Inconveniencies: and when it comes to That
once, that we find our felves Uneafie at Home, and no Refting<Place in
our Own Thoughts, ( where Reft isOnly to be had) we are e%n glad to
run away from our Selves, and Hunt abroad for’t where *tis never to be
found. “This is the Common Root of all our Wandtingsand Errors. We
Spend our Time, and our Peace, in Purfuit of Things wholly Forreiga to
our Bufinefs, and which will Certainly Deceive us at laft. .

Thus it Is, and Thus it muft be, fo long as we take Every thing by a
Wrong Handle, and only Calculate upon our Own'Misfortunes, without
any Alléwance for the Comforts that we Enjoy. - And fo we reckon dpon
our Neighbours Enjoyments,on the Other hand, without any Confideration
for the Hatdfhips that They Endure. Oh that I had but fuch a Palace !
Says Ore; Suchan Eftate; Such a Retinue ; This Glorious Traiii; That
Lovely Woman, ¢. Nay the Envious Freak Defcends to the very P'ointd,

K2 an




Zfips FABLES.

and Petticoat, Now thefe Idle Curiofities may be Specious Enough in
the Contemplation ; but what if This Houfc, at the Foot of the Account,
fhould Prové to be Haunted, That Gay Furniture Borrow’d; T’other Fine
Woman Clapt ; The Curfe of Sacrilege cleaving to fuch an Inheritance, and
all the reft of the Gawdy Fooleries perhaps unpay’d for? (as thefe Incum-
brances are no New Things in Nature) Who would not rather take up
with the Wolfe in the Woods again, then maké fuch a Clutter in the World
upon Thefe Scandalous Conditions. . :

For the Obviating of All Cafés of this Quality, Children {hould be Early
Inftrufted, according to their Age and Capacity, in the True Eftimate of
Things, by Oppofing the Good to the Evil, and the Evil to the Good ; and
Compenfatinlg, or Qualifyiog One Thing with Another. What's Plenty
without Health? What’s Eafe without Plenty ? And what’s Title and
Greatnefs, with Carking Thoughts, and a Troubled Mind to Attend it?
What does That Man Want that has Enough? Or What’s He the better
for a Greatdeal, that can never be Satisfy’d? By-This Method of Setting
what we Have againit What we have Not, the Equity of Providence will
be made Manifeft, and to All manner of purpofes Juftify’d ; When it {hall
appear upon the Ballance, that Every man has his Share in the Bounties of
Heaven to Mankind.

As to the Freedom here that /£fop is fo Tender of, it is to be Underftood
of the Freedom of the Mind: A Freedom to Attend the Motions of Right
Reafon ; and aFreedom, in fine, not to be parted with for All the Senfual
SatisfaCtions under theSun. 1t is, I fay, a Freedom under Thefe Limits;
for there’s No fuch Thing as Abfolute Liberty : Neither is it poffible that
there fhould be any, without a Violence to the Order of the Univerfe, and
to the Ditates of Reafonable Nature: For All Men Living are in Some fort
or Other,and upon fome Penalty or Other, Subjeted to a Superior Power ;
That is to fay, the Laws of Morality are Above them : But the Cafe where-
in All Men are upon the Behaviour is not here the Queftion. To Wind up
the Moral, in fhort ; Liberty is a Jewel, and a Bleffing. The Poife was
well enough pleas’d here with the State of the Dog’s Body, but he had no
fancy to his Collat.

Fae LXIX.
A frarnier and his Dogs,

A Certain Farmer was put to fuch a Pinch in a Hard Winter
for Provifions, that he was forc'd to Feed Himfelf and his
Family upon the Main Stock. The Sheep went Firft to Pot ;
the Goats Next ; and after Them, the Oxen ; and All Little
enough to keep Life and Soul together. The Dogs call'd a
Councel upon’t, and Refolv’d to fhew their Mafter a Fair pair
of Heelsfor't, before it came to be Their Turn ; for, (faid they)
after he has Cut the Throats of our Fellow Servants, that are
fo Neceflary for his Bus'nefs, it cannot be Expeted that he
will ever Spare us.

The
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The MorAL.

"There’s No Contending with Necelfity, and we fbo;ld be wery Tender ho we
Cenfure Thofe that Submit t0’t. *Tis One thing tobe at Liberty to dowhat
we Would do, and Another Thing tobe Ty'dup to dowhat we Maft.

REFLEXION.

»*T'1s aCommon Thing for a Mafter to Sacrifice a Servant to his Own
Eafe and Intereft ; but there’s No Meddling with Men' of that Inhofpi-
table Humour, where the Domeftiques, how Faithful foever, can never
be Secure. ) )

_'This is according to the Old Moral ; but not without fome Force (in
My Opinion at leaft ) to the Natural Biafs of the Fable.: The Farmer has
no Liberty of Choice before him,but either to do what he does, or to Perifh:
And info Doing, (with all refpe& to the Rules of Honefty ) he does but
hi§ Duty ; without any way Incurring the Chara&ter of an Iil Natur’d
Man, or a Cruel Mafter. But there may bealfo Another Doétrine Rais’d
from it ; whichis, That in Cafes of Extfeme Difficulty, the Laws of Con-
veniency; and Ordinary Pra&ice muft give place to the Laws of Neceffity.
This was the Naked Truth of the Farmer’s Cafe.

Fas LXX.
A Camel at Firft Siglit.

UPdri the Firft Sight of a Camel, All people ran away from’t,

in’ Amazement at fo Monftrous a Bulk. Upon the Se-
cond Sight, finding that it did them No Hurt, they. took Heart
upon’t, went up to’t, and View'd it. But when they came,
upoti Further Experience; to take notice, how Stupid a Beaft it
was, they Tyd it up, Bridled it, Loaded it with Packs and
Burdens ;. Set Boys upon the Back on’t, and Treated.it with
the Laft Degree of Contempt.

I

Fas. LXXL
- A forand a Lyon,

Foz had the Kap tofall into the Wlk of a Lyon; (thie Firft
of the Kind that ever he faw) and he was ready to Drop
downat the very fight of him. He came a While after, to fee
Another,and was Frighted ftill ; but Nothing toWhat he wa§f Be-

ore.
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fore. It was his Chance, after This, to Meet a Third Lyon ;
and hehad the Courage, Then, to Accoft him, and to make 4
kind of an Acquaintance with him.

The MorarL of the Two Fables above.

Novelty Surprizes wus, and we have Natarally a Horror for Uncouth Msfe
Jbapen Monfters ; but *tis Our Ignorance that Staggers us, for upon Cuftom
-and Expersence, AUThefe Buggs grow Familiar, and Eafyto ws.

" REFLEXION

Tuines that at firft feem Terrible, become Eafy tous when we are
Wonted to them ; fays the Old Moral; which holds, T confefs, in the Cafe
of the Camel, but ot in That of the Lyon. ~

With leave of the Moralift, the Illuftration does not come up to the
Force and Intent of the Two Laft Fables : Neither, in'truth, isthe very
Defign of them according to the True Reafon of the Matter in Queftion.
Things that feem Terrible, and are Not fo, become not only Familiar, but
Ridiculous to us, when we find that our Fears were Vainand Idle;; asin the
cafe of the Camel : But things on the contrary, that only Seem Terrible,
but are found upon Experience to be more Dangerous then we took them
for : (as intheStrength, the Nimblenefs, the Fiercenefs, and the Appetite
of a Lyor.) Thefeare Things, 1fay, that the Better we Know them, the
More we Dread them: So that though we have Apprehenfions, as well
where there is No Peril, as where there Is: Yet Time teaches us to Dj-
ftinguith the One from the Other. The Allufion would much better have
held in the cafe of a Battle, where the Soldier grows Every day lefs appre-
henfive of the Hazzard, by feeing fo many People Scape; and by Come
puting upon the Difproportion of Thofe that Outlive it, to Thofe that
Fallin’t. Wemay however Learn from hence, that people may be Frighted
as well Without Reafonas Withit. Now, in Propriety of Speaking,’ and
in a Right Underftanding of the Thing too, People were fiot fo much
Frighted, as they were Surpriz’d at the Bignefs, and Uncouth eformity of
theCamel : But I could Wifh, the Fox had been More and More affraid of
the Lyon, the Oftner he Saw him ; and the Do&rine would then have been
t0 Govern our Paffions by the Truth and Reafon of Things, not by Ap-
pearances ; but it holds however, that Cuftom goes a Great Way in making
Matters Indifferent to us. *Tis much the fame Cafe too, betwixt the Peopl,
and Bugg-Laws, and Aéfs of State, that it is here betwixt the Fox and the
Ljyon. ~Men look, upon the Firff Opening of a Pabligue Faft, as if Heaven
and Earth were going together ; Not a Shop Open ; The Streets Quiet, and
{o Difmal a Countenance Every where, as if it were to Rain Fire and
Brimfione the Next Moment. ~The Second Day is a Little Uneafy too, but
not half fo Frightful as the Former : and fo in Two or Three days more, the
Awe goes quite off, and the People come to-their Wits, and fall to their
Tradeagain, without any further Heed to the Matter,
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. Fas LXXIL
. ERCERINE, ¥, @_g’glgauda'fup.

THe‘ne Wi 2 Bargain ftrick ip betWixt an Fagleand a Foz,
A& “to be Wonderful .Good Neighbours and Friends. The
‘One Took: Up in 2 Thicket of Brufliwood, and: the Other
Timber'd uporia Tree hard'by.  The Eagle, OneDay when
the'Fox was abroad a Fortaging, féll into his Quarters and
carry'd away.a Whole Litter of Cubs at aSwoop: The Fox
came timeenough back tofee the Fagle upori Wing;- with her
Prey in the Foot, and tofend mary a Heavy Curfe after her;
but there was No overtaking her. Tt happen'd in a very Short
time after This, upon the Sacrificing of a Goat, that the fame
FEaglemade a Stoop at a piece of Flefti upon the Altar; arid
fhe took itaway to her Young: But fome Live-Coales it feems,
that Stuck tot; fet the Neft a Fire. The Birds were riot as
yet Fledge enough to Shift:for Themfelves, but upoh Sprawl-
ing and Struggling to get Clear of the Flime, down they Tum-
bled, tialf Roafted, into the very Mouth of the Foz, -that ftood
Gaping under the Tree to fee the End on’t: So that the Foz
had the Satisfaction at laft; of Devouring the Children of her
Enemy in the very Sight of the Dam:

The Morat.

Gad Reftrvés to Himfolf the Punifbment of Faithlefs, and Oppreffing Gover-
i;aur.{ aind the Vi;{;;’r;tim of his Omwn Worfbip and Almr’;[.’ e
REFLEXION
. Tuisis to give Great Men to Underftand, that no Power upon
Earth can Proteé% them in the Exercife of Tyranny and Injuftice ; but that
Sooner, or Later, Vengeance will Overtake Oppreffors. ‘It does likewife
I(iidqndemn Treachery, and Breach of Faith, even toward: thé:moft Per-
ious. R £ AT
. The Morality of This Fi€tion looks feveral Ways. Here’s fitft a League
betwixtan Eagle.and a Fox; which would be a moft Incongruous Ally-
ancey if it were notin the cafe of That Princely Birds Depirrure from
the Dignity of her Charater, and from the Obligation of Reysl Jutice :
fo that 4[op hag aptly enough Matchd a FaithiBreaking Prisce ; with a
Perfidious Subject, and Fancy’d a Knavith Favourite, as the Fitseft Mini-
fter for fucha,Govarnour. In the Eagles Deftroying the Foxes Cubs,there’s
Power Exercis'd with Oppreffion; and the Curfes of the -Féx- that Pur-
fid the Oppreffor, were not fent in Vain ncither, as appears by the Sc{
quel,
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quel. We are likewife to take Notice that Juftice is Sacred, and that No
Provocation, either of Infolent Language, ‘or Behaviour, can Warrant the
Violation of it.

And it is further Suggefted to us, that when People are in a Train of
Wickednefs, One Sin Treads upon the Heel of Another. The Eagle be-
gins with an Invafion upon the Rights of Fofpitalizy, and.Common Faith ;
and at the Next Step Advances to Sacrikge, in Robbing thé Altar. And
what follows upon it now, buta Divin@g]‘uﬁgmenf, that fets Fite to her

- Neft, and; Avenggs the Caufe of the very Fox, though: One of the Falfeft
of Creatures ! From hence we ure to Garher Thefe TwoDoftrines for our
Inftruétion. ~ Firft, That the- Mifdemeanours of Temporal .Sovergign
Powers are fubjeted only to the Animadvetfion of thie fupteme Lord of ﬁi'e
Univerfe. And fecondly, That in the-Cafe of Tyranny'it felf, it is not for
Private Men to pretend toany Other Appeal. B :

Rt

Fas. LXXHIL
A Dugbandman and a Stok.

Poor Innocent Stork had the 11l Hap tobe taken in a Net

that was layd for Geefe and Cranes; The Storks Plea-for
her felf was Simplicity, and Piety : The Love {he bareto Man-
kind, and the Service: the did in Picking up Venemous Crea-
tures. Thisisall True, fays the Husbandman ; But They: that
Keep 1ll Company, if they be Catch’d with Il Company, muft
Expett to fufter with Ill Company. AR

The MoraAL.

*Tis as much as a Man’s Life, Fortune, and Reputation, are Worth, to keep

- Good Company (over and above the Contagion of Lewd Examples ) for
as Birds of a Feather will Flock together, /6 if the Goed and the Bad be
taken together, they muft Expect togo the Way of All Flefb together.

REFLEXION.

T is to bid Men have:a carc What Company they keep ; for when
the Good and the Bad are taken together, they muft Go together: Not but
that a Man may lie under fome Obligation of Duty and Refpe&, to Vifit,
Eat and Correfpond with Many People that he does not Like. ~And This
may be well enough Done too ; provided it be out of Decency, Difcre-
tion, or Good Manners, rather then upon Choice and-Inclination. We
cannot Honeftly let a Civil Enemy into:aTown that’s Befieg’d, or hold
any fort of Intelligence with him ( though but in a Bare Curiofity ) about
the Affairsof the Garrifon, Let a Man Confider now, how much more
Dangerous, and Unwarrantable it is to take an Enemy into ounSouls,
then into our Forts, With all Honour yet to a Brave Adverfary; apart
from his Caufe. : : :

’Tis
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*Tis the Fortune of many 2 Good M to fall into Bad Company, and
tobe Undone by’t, and yet no way Guilty all this while, of the Iniquity
of his Companions. ‘The Letter of the Law Sweeps Al in fiich a Cafe, with-
out Diftinétion of Perforis: To fay Nothing of the Shame and Difhonoyr
of being taken up with Raguies and Felons ;. over atid above the Lath of
Publique Juftice, and-the Contagion of a Lewd Converfarion. . Shew me
the Company ( fays the Adage) and P tel you the Man. What would a
body think now of a Prime Minifferthar fhould Corfjobble Matters of
State with Tamblers and Buffoons ; Confer Politiques with Tinkers and
Carr-men? would not any man Judge their Souls to be of the fame Standard
and Allay ? and that there were no more'betwixt thern then Crofs or Pile,
which {hould be the Lord, and which the Scoundrel? Or, according to
the Fable, which the Sterk, and which the Gogje? For 'tis not the Purple;
Buit the Virtue, that inakes a Msn of Hosoar ; truly fo calld.

Fas LXXIV.

A 730p and Falle Alarms,

Shepherd’s Boy had gotten a Roguy Trick of crying [ a
A Wofe,a Wolfe] when there was no fuch Matter, and
Fooling the Country People with Falfe Alarms. He had been
at This Sport fo many times in Jeft, that they would not Believe
him at laft when he wasin Earneft: And fo the Woes Brake
in upon the Flock, and Worry'd the Sheep at Pleafurre.

The MogAt.

He muft be avery Wife Man that knoivs the Trae Bounds, and Meaferes of
Fooliug, with arefpeit to Time, Place, Matters, Perfons, &c. Bat Res
ligion, Buifnef: and Cafes of Confequence muft be Excepted odt of That
fort of Liberty.

REFLEXION:

A Common Lyar ¢ fays the Old Moral ) fhall not be Believ'd, even
when he fpeaks True: But there’s a Great deal more in’t, of which here-
after. . C . .

There’s not One Man of a Fhoufand that Underftands the Juft, the
Safc, Warrantable, Decent, and Precife Limits, of that which' we call
Bantering, or Fooling: But it is cither too Courfe, too Rude, too Churlifh,
100 Bitter, too Much on’, too Pedantique, too fine, out of Meafure, or oue
of Seafon. Now the Errour or Miftake in the Manage of This
Hurnour, fays People Open to Great Cenfure and . Reproche. It is not
Every Man’s Talent to know Wheirand How to Caft 6ut a Pleafant Word,
with fuch 2 Regaud to Modefty and Re{p‘e&, as it to Tranfgrefsthe Tguii’

R
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air Allowances of Wit, Good Nature, and Gocd Breeding. The Skill
::3 Eaculty of Governing This Freedom within the Terms of Sobriety and
Difcrétion, Goes a Great Way in the Charaéter of an Agreeable Conver-
fation; for That which we call Raillery, in This Senfe, is the very Sawce
of Civil Entertainment : And without fome fuch Tinture of Urbanity,
even in Matters the moft Serious, the Good Humour Flattens, for want
of Refrefhment and Relief: But there’s a Medium yet betwixt All-Fool,
and All-Philofopher. T mean, a Proper and a Difcreet Mixture, thar in
fome fort Partakes of Both, and renders Wifdom it felf fo much the more
Grateful, and Effé€tual. The Gravity, in fhort, of the One, is Enliven’d
with the Spirit and Quicknefs of the Other; and the Gayety of a Divert-
ing Word ferves asa Vehicle to Convey the Force of the Initent, and Mean-
ingof it. But the Main Drift at laft of this Fable, is to fhew us the Dan-
geﬁ’-ous Conféquences of an Improper and an Il[nfeafonable Foohqg : With
All Refpet however tohe Ornament and Advan_:age of a Facetious Fre?-
dom of Difcourfe, within the Compafs of Sobriety and Honour. To
Conclude ; The Shepherd’s Boy went too far upon the Topique that he did
not Underftand:

Fas. LXXV.
An €agle and a Daty,

N Eagle madea Stoopat a Lamb ; Trufs'd it,and took it
A Cleverly away with her. A Mimical Daw, that faw This
Exploit, would needs try the fame Experiment upon a Ram :
But his Claws were fo Shackled in the Fleece with Lugging
to get him up, that the Shepherd came in, and Caught him,
before he could Clear Himfelf ; He Clipt his Wings, and car-
ried him Home to his Children to Play withal. They came
Gaping about him, and ask’d their Father what Strange-Bird
that was? Why, fays he, He'll tell you Himfelf that he’san Ea-
gle; but if you'lltake My Word for’t ; 1 kriow him to bea Daw.

The Morar.

*Tis a High Degreo of Vanity and Folly, for Men to take More upos them
then they are able to go tbaratjgh withall; And the End of Thofe Underta-
; in the Conclufic

kings is only Mockery and Difapp
REFLEXION.

*T1s Vain and Dangerous to Enter into Competitions with our Superi-
ours, in What Kind foever, whether it be in Arms, Letters, Expence,
Strength of Body, Artsand Sciences, or the lile. *Tis Impoflible for any
Man, in fine, to take a True Meafure of Another, without an Exa@ Know-
ledge and a True Judgment of Himfelf. Nay the Attempt of any thing a-
bove our Force, with Vanity, and Prefumption, moft certainly endsina Mife

° carriage
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carriage that makes the Pretender Ridiculous. ‘The Qut-doing of a Great
Man in hisOwn Way, Savours in fome degree of Iil Manners, as it isup-
on the Main, a'High Point of Indifcretion. One Man takes it for an Af-
front to be Out-witted ; ‘Another to'be Qut-Fool'd, as Nero could not
Endure to be Qut-Fiddled ; But in fhort, be the Matter never fo Great,
or never fo Trivial, *tis the fame Cafe as to the' Envy of the Com.
petition. .

Fas. LXXVI.
A Dogina Panger.

Churlith Envious; Cur, was gotten into a Manger, and
A there lay Growling and Snarling to keep the Horfes from
their Provender. The Dog Eat None himfelf, and yet tathet
Ventur'd the Starving his Own Carcafe then he would fuffer
any thing elfe to be the Better for’t.

The MoraL.

Envy pretends to No Other Happine[s then what it derives from the Itgf]er_y
of Other People, and will rather Eat Nothing it elf then not Starve Thoje
that Would,

REFLEXION.

We have but too many Men in the World of This Dog’s Humour ;
that will rather Punith Themfelves, then not be Troublefome and Vexa.
tious to Others. There’san Envy of Good Things too, . as wellasof Good
Men; Pl:ut this Fable is fo well knowh that it is Moraliz’d in a Common
Proverb.

If fome Men might have theit Wills, the very Sun in the Firmament
fhould withdraw his Light, and they would fubmit to Live in Perpetual
Darknefs Them felves, upon Condition that the reft of the World might
dofo for Company. Whatfoever their Ni eighbour Gets, They Lofe, and
the very Bread that One Eats, makes T other Meager : which is the
Genuine Moral of the Fable. There is in this Malevolence, fomewhat of
the Punifhment, as-well as of the Spite of the Damn’d : They také De-
light in Other Peoples Miferies, and at the fame Time are their Own
‘Tormentors. This Diabolical Envy is Deteftable evén in Private Per-
fons ; but whenever the Governing Part of a Nation comes to be Tainte
cd with it, there’s nothing fo Sacred that a Corrupt, Supereilious, Il Na-
tu’d Minifter will not facrifice to This Execrable Pafion, No Man thould
Eat, Live, or Breathe Common Air, if He could hinder it. Tis the
Bus'nefs of his Life, and the Delight of his Soul, to Blaft all Sorts of Honeft
Men, and not only to Leffen their Charatters, and their Services, but to
Range them in the Number of Publique Enemies : And he had Twenty
times rather fee the Government Sink, then have it thought that any
hand but his Own fhould have a Part in the Honour of Saving it. Now
He that betrays his Mafter for Emvy, will never fail of doing it for Money -

L2 For
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For the Gratifying of This Canker’d Malignity is but Arother way of fel-
ling him ; Only theSpite is Antecedent and Subfervient to the Corruption :
But this Court-Enuy is not Altogether the Envy of the Dog in the Fable.
For there’s a Mikture of Avarice and Intereft in the Former, whereas the
Other is a Spiteful Malignity purely for Mifchief-fake. The Dog will ra-
ther Starve himfelf then the Oxe (haJl Eat ; but the Coursier will be fureto
Look to One whoever elfe goes to the Devil.

Fas. LXXVIL
A ©feep and 2 Crob,

THere was a Crow fat Chattering upof the Back of a

Sheep; Well! Sirrah fays the Sheep, Youdurft not ha'
done This to a Dog. Why I know that, fays the Crom, as well
as You can tell me, for Thave the Wit to Confider Whom 1
have to do withall. I can be as Quiet as any body with Thofe
that are Quarrelfome, and I can beas Troublefome as Another
too, when I Meet with Thofe that will Take it.

The MoraL.

*Tis the Nature and Praitice of Drolls and Buffons, to be Infolent toward
Thaﬁhthat will bear it, and as Slavifb to Others that are more then their
Match. ‘

REFLEXION.

#Ts No New Thing for an Innecent Simplicity to be made the Sport
of Bantering Drolls, and Buffons. This is to tell Modeft and Well-
Meaning Men what they are to Expeét in this World, and what they are
to Truft to where there is not a Power fufficient to Repel Force by Force:
And it ferves further to keep This Check upon the Infolent, that there are
Others as much too Hard for Them, as They are foe Thofe that they
Opprefs, This Crow is much of the Humour of the Mobile. They are
‘Tongue-Valiant, tis True, and as Bold as Hercu/es where they know there’s
No Danger, but throw a Volly of Shot among them, and they have not
the Courage of fo many Hares.  And what is All This now, butaccording
to the Guife of the World, God Threatens Kjngs, (as Dr. Donne has it )
Kings L]:rd.r, as Lords do Us.  He that’s a Tyrant over OneManisa Slave
to Another.
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Fas LXXVIIL
- A @amel Praying for Homg.

T ftuck Hlthily in the Camel’s Stomach, that Bulls, Stags,
Lions, Bears, andthelike, fhould be Armed with Horns,
Teeth, and Claws, and that a Creature of his Size thould be left
Naked and Defenceles. Upon This Thought he fell down
upon his Marrow-bones, and begg’d of Fupiter to give him a
Pair of Horns, but the Requeft was fo Ridiculous, that Fupier,
inftead of Horning him, Order’d him to be Cropt, ahd fo Pu-
nifh’d him with the lofs of his Ears which Nature had Allow’d
him, for being fo Unreafonable as to Ask for Horns, that Pro-
vidence never intended him.

Fas. LXXIX,
A for and a Dave to Jupites.

A Fox and a Hare Prefented a Petition to Fupiter. The Foz

pray’d for the Hare's Swiftnefs of Foot, and the Hare for
the Foz's Craft, and Wylinefs of Addrefs. “upiter told them,
that fince every Creature had fome Advantage or Other Pecu-
liar to it felf, it would not ftand with Divine Juftice, that had
provided fo well for Every One in Particular, to Confer All
upon any One.

Fas LXXX.
A 1Peacock to Jma.

TH E Peacock, theyfay, laid it Extremely to Heart, that
_ being Funo’s Darling-Bird, he had not the Nightingale’s
Voice fuper-added to the Beauty of his own Plumes. Upon
This Subject he Petition'd his Patronefs, who gave him for, An-
fwer, that Providence had Affign’d Every Bird its Proportion;
and fo bad him Content himfelf with his Lot.

- The MoravL ofthe Three FanLesabove.

The Bounties of Heaven are in fuch sismner Diftribused; that Every Living
Creatare has its Share ; befide, that to Defire Things againft Nature, is
Effectually to Blame the very Author of Nasaye it felf. :

RE-
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REFLEXION.

In Thefe Three Fables is fet forth the Vanity of Unnatural Wifhes,
and Foolifh Prayers; which are not only to be Rejected, butthey deferve
alfoto be Punifld. * Providence has made an Equal Diftribution of Natu.
ral Gifts, whereof each Creature feverally has a fhare ; and it is not for
"This or That Particular to pretend to All: So that Confidéring the Equality
of the Divifion, No Creature has Caufe, cither to Boaft, or to Complain. We
are never Content with the Bountyes of Providence. One would have a
Voice; T’other Gay Cloaths ; and while Every Man would have All, we
Charge Providence with Injuftice for not giving to every Man Alike; So-
crates was inthe Right in Saying, That i Cafea Man were to go where
he fhould have the Choice before him, of All the 111 Things and All the
Good Things in Natute, he would come home again the fame Man that
he went out,

It is to be Noted, upon the Diftribution of the Matter of Thefe Three
Fables, that the Camel prays for Weapons Offenfive, and Defenfive, either
for the Encountring of Dangers, or the Repelling of them. The Foxand
the Hare, for the Means of Avoiding them. And the Peacock for a Voice,
anfwerable to his Beauty. And All their Prayers are to No Purpofe, but
to the Reproche of the Petitioners, and to the Confufion of Vain Defires.
What is All This but an Appeal from Heavén to Heaven it felf 5 and Peti-
tioning Providence againft Providence, ina Recourfe from One Providence
to Another ? The Determinations and Appointments of Heaven are fio
more to be Difputed and ControlP’d, then they are to be madeBetter, and
Improv’d ; And wemuft not Prefume to Judge of the Goodnefsand Jufkice
of Heaven, by the Frailtiesand Corruptions of Flefh and Blood. Wewere
not of Counce] with the Almighty, either in the Making, or in the Regula-
ting of the World, and we have no more Right to Advife him in the Go-
verning of it. 'The Power, in fine, that Rules in the Nature of Things, is
no other then a Divine Influence.

Why fhould not the Nightingale Envy the Peacock’s Train as well as the
Peasock Envy the Nightingale’s Note? And why fhould not Allthe Works
of the Creation Expoftulate at the fame Rate, and upon the fameGrounds?
Why has not Man the Wings of an E4gle to carry him from Danger, or to
fatistie his Curiofity what the World’s a doing ? Why has he not the Sa-
gacity ofa Dog, the Paw of a Lyon ; The Tecth ofa Legpard; The Heels
of a Courfér, andthe like? And have not Brute Animals the fame Equity
of Complaint on the Other Hand, for want of the Faculties and Advantages,
Intelleétual, and Moral of Mankind? Sothat here’s a Civil War that runs
thorough all the Parts of the Univerfe, where Nothing is pleafed with it’s
Own Lot ; and no Remedy at laft ;" but by New Moulding the World
overagain. 'ThisInordinate Appetite has been the Overthrow of many a
Kingdom, Family and Commonwealth.

To Ask Impoffibilities, in fine, is Ridiculous, and to Ask Things Un-
natural is Impious; for to take upon usto Blame, or Mend the Worksof
Providence, isto fuppofe the Divine Wifdom lyable to Mifcarriages and
Mlﬁ_akes. Thefe Mutterings are Foolifh alfo, even to the Degree of Mad-.
nefs it felf; for there’s no Thought or Poffibility of Relief in the Cafe. Such
as weare God hasmade Us: our Poft and our Station is appointed us, and
the Decree is not to be Revers'd. .

Fas.

5
b
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Fas. LXXXL
An Db Weasle and Pice,

\ N 0ld Weazle that was now almoft paft Moufing, try’d
A I?Vhat ih; acould, do by her Wits, when fhe found fhe
ould live no longer upon the Square, and fo Conveys her
£If into a Meal-Tub for the Mice to come to Her, fince ﬂl_e could
1ot goto Them. They came thick and threefold for a time, as
fre expeted they fhould, till at laft; One Experienc d Staggr
that had Baffled Twenty Traps and Tricks Before, Difcover'd
tae Plot, and quite Spoyl'd the Jeft.
" The Mor AL

The Want of Force, Strength, and Othér Abilities to Compafi our Ends, muft
be Supply’d by Induftry 214 Tnvention.

REFLEXION

NAvVEs live as Naturally upon Fools, as Spiders do upon Flyes, and
'theK Want of Downright Fg'rce muft be fupply’d by Art. But Timethat
Difcovers the Truth of Things, lays open Frauds too and Double Deal-
ings; and after that Difcovery, there’s NoPaffing the fame Trick upon the
Miceand Rats here over again, A Body would think now' that Reafonable
Creatures {hould at leaft have the Wit of Vermine, and not run their N ecks
over and over into the fame Noofe ; But in Defpite of Claps and Surfeits,
Men we fee will be Whoring and Fuddling on ftill. And the fame Bait of
Liberty and Property will ferve for the Commox’\ People ir fm:lz Jcalo-
rum, Even after they have been Choak’d, Begger'd, and Poyfor’d with it
five Hundred times before,

Fas. LXXXIL
An Dl Tree Tranfplanted.

) Certain Farmer had One Choice Apple-Tree in his Or-
_A chard, that he Valu'd above all the teft, and miade his
Landlord Every Year a Prefent of the Fruit on't. He likd
the Apples fo very well; that Nothing would ferve Hii but
Tranfplanting the Tree into his Own Grounds: ‘It Witherd pre-
fently upon the Removal, and fo there was an End of both
Fruit and Tree together. - The News was no fooner brought
to the Landlord, but he brake out into This Reflexion upon
it: This comes, fays he, of Tranfplanting an Old Treeé to

Td-




Afops FABLES.

REFLEXION.

In Thefe Three Fables is fet forth the Vanity of Unnatural Wifhes,
and Fooli(h Prayers; which are not only to be Rejected, but they deferve
alfo to be Punifb’d. = Providence has made an Equal Diftribution of Natu-
ral Gifts, whereof each Creature feverally has a'fhare ; and it is not for
“This or That Particular to pretend to All: S6 that Confidéring the Equalit
of the Divifion, No Creature has Caufe,cither to Boaft, or to Complain. W)e:
are never Content with thie Bountyes of Providence. One would have a
Voice; T’other Gay Cloaths ; and while Every Man would have All, we
Charge Providence with Injuftice for not giving to every Man Alike.  So-
crates was inthe Righ in Saying, That in Cafea Man were to go where
he fhould have the Choice before him, of All the Ill Things and All the
Good Things in Natute, he would come home agairt the fame Mart that
he went out.

It is to be Noted, upon the Diftribution of the Matter of Thefe Three
Fables, that the Camel prays for Weapons Offenfive, and Defenfive, either
for the Encount’ring of Dangers, or the Repelling of them. The Fox and
the Hare, for the Means of Avoiding them. And the Peacock for a Voice,
anfwerable to his Beauty. And All their Prayers are to No Purpofe, but
to the Reproche of the Petitioners, and to the Confufion of Vain Defires.
What is All This but an Appeal from Heaven to Heaven it felf; and Peti-
tioning Providence againft Providence, ina Recourfe from One Providence
to Another ? The Determinations and Appointments of Heaven are fio
more to be Difputed and Controll’d, then they are to be made Better, and
Improv’d ; And wemuft not Prefume to Judge of theGoodnefs and Juftice
of Heaven, by the Frailtiesand Corruptions of Fleth and Blood. Wewere
not of Councel with the Almighty, eitherin the Making, or in the Regula-
ting of the World, and we have no more Right to Advife him in the Go-
verning ofit. 'The Power, infine, that Rules in the Nature of Things, is
no other then a Divine Influence.

Why fhould not the Nightingale Envy the Peacock’s Train as well as the
Peacock Bnvy the Nightingale’s Nore? And why fhould not All the Works
of the Creation Expoftulate at the fame Rate, and upon the fame Grounds?
Why has not Men the Wings of an Eagle to carry him from Danger, or to
fatistie his Curiofity what the World’s adoing ? Why has he not the Sa-
gacity ofa Dog, the Paw of a Lyon ; The Teeth ofa Leopard; The Heels
of a Courfer, and the like > And have not Brute Animals the fame Equity
of Complaint on theOther Hand, for want of the Facultiesand Advantages,
Intelle€tual, and Moral of Mankind? So that here’s a Civil War that runs
thorough all the Parts of the Univerfe, where N othing is pleafed with it’s
Own Lot ; and no Remedy at laft.; but by New Moulding the World
overagain. _‘This Inordinate Appetite has been the Overthrow of many a
Kingdom, Family and Commonwealth.

To Ask Impoffibilities, in fine, is Ridiculous, and to Ask Things Un-
natural is Impious; for to take upon usto Blame, or Mend the Works-of
Providence, 1sto fuppofe the Divine Wifdom lyable to Mifcarriages and

Miftakes. Thefe Mutterings are Foolifh alfo, even to the Degree of Mad-

nefs it felf; for there’s no Thought or Poffibility of Relief in the Cafe. Such
as weare God hasmade Us: our Poft and our Station is appointed us, and
the Decree is not to be Revers'd. . ’

Fas.
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Fas LXXXL
An Dl Weasle and MWice,

N Old Weazle that was now almoft paft Moufing, try’d
L what the could. do by her Wits, when' fhe found fhe
ould live no longer upon the Square, and fo Conveys her
{If into a Meal-Tubfor the Mice to come to Her, fince {he could
ot goto Them. They came thick and threefold for a time, as
ﬂxe expeéted they fhould, till at laft; One Experienc’d Stager
that had Baffled T'wenty Traps and Tricks Before, Difcover'd
the Plot, and quite Spoyl'd the Jeft.

" The MorAL.

The Want of Force, Strength, and Other Abilities to Compafs our Ends,muft
be Supply’d by Induflry and Tnvention.

REFLEXION.

Knaves live as Naturally. upon Pools, as Spiders do upon Flyes, and
the Want of Downright Force muft be fupply’d by Art. But Time that
Difcovers the Truth of Things, lays open Frauds too and Double Deal-
ings ; and after that Difcovery, there’s NoPaffing the fame Trick upon the
Miceand Rats here over again, A Body would think now’ that Reafonable
Creatures {hould at leaft have the Wit of Vermine, and not run their Necks
over and over into the fame Noofe ; But in. Defpite of Claps and Surfeits,
Men we fee will be Whoring and Fuddling on ftill. And the fame Bait of
Liberty and Property will ferve for the Common People in feculs Jacalos
rum, Even after they have been Choak’d, Begger’d, and Poyfon’d with it
five Hundred times before.

Fas, LXXXIL
An DI Tree Tranfplanted,

: Certain Farmer had One Choice Apple-Tree in his Or-
A chard, that he Valu'd above all the reft, and made his
Landlord Every Year a Prefent of the Fruit on’t. He likd
the Apples fo very well; that Nothing would ferve Hiin but
Tmnjglanting the T7ee into his Own Grounds: It Witherd pre-

fently upon the Removal, and fo there was an End of both
Fruitand Tree together.  The News was no fooner brought
to the Landlord, but he brake out into This Reflexion upon
it: This comes, fays he, of Tranfplanting an Old Treeé to
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Gratifie an Extravagant Appetite : Whereas if 1 could have
Contented my felf with the Fruit, and left my Tenant the
Tree ftill, All had been Well

The MorAL: ., |

Nature has her Cevtain Mathsds and Seafons for the Doing of Every Thiag,
and theve muft be 50 Tnying of Experiments to pur ber ot of her

Coarfe. o
REFLEXION.

Tuerr’s No forcing Nature again(t lier Biafs, or Invertingthe Mctho&;
of Providence. ~ Irregular Defires and Unreafonable Undertakings muft
expedt to meet with lg)ifappointments. There’s 2 Propes Time %’or All
Things, and Nothing fucceeds well, but what’s done in Seafon. And
This is not the Only Cafe, neither, where an Extravagant Appetite, or
Humouz, makes People forget the Methods of Decency and Reafon. ~ As
in ‘Unequal Matches for the Purpofe: - For Marrying isbut a kind of Tran-
planting, and an O/d Fellow with a Toung Weach, may very well pafs for a
Counterpart of This Fable. :

" Fas LXXXHL
A For and 2 Goat.

Fox and a Goat went down by Confent into 2 Well to
[\ Drink, and when they had Quench'd their Thirft, the
Goat fell to Hunting up and down which way to get back
again. Oh! fays Reynard, Never Trouble yaur Head how
to get back, but leave That to Me. Do but You Raife your
felf upon your Hinder Legs with your Fore-Feet Clofe to the
Wall, and then ftretch out your Head : 1can Eafily Whip up
to your Horns, and fo out of the Well, and Draw you after
me. The Goat puts himfelf in a Pofture immediately ashe was
direfted, gives the For a Lift, and fo Out he Springs ; but
Reynard’s Bus'nefs was now only ta make Sport with his Com-
panion, inftead of HelpingHim. Some Hard Words the Goat
gave him, but the Foz puts off all with a Jeft. 1f you had but
Balf fo much Brain as Beard, fays he, you would have hethought
your felf how to get up again, before you went down.

The MoxrAtL.
AWife Manwill Debate Every Thing Pro aud Gon before he cames to Fix upox

ay Refolution. Fle leaves Nothiag 10 Chance more then Needs muff. There
wuft be No Bantering out of Seafon.
RE-

Zfps FABLES.

REFLEXION.

Tr is Wifdom t0.Confiderthe End of Things before we Embarque, and
to Forecaft Conféquences. It is alfo to be. Expeéted that Men:in Diltrefs
will ook to themfelves int the Firft Plice, and leave their Companions to
Shift as well as they can. Whena Knave, and an Honeft Man happen to
be Embarqu’d together in the fame Common Intereft, the Sharper will be
fure, if ever it comes to a Pinch, to fhift for Himfelf; and leave T’other in
the Lucch. It js the way of the World for Men to Abandon their Benefactors;
and ro make {port with Thofe that Rais’d them. This was.the Trick, that
the Fox ferv’d the Goar here in the Well; to fhew us that-He that Helps
Another out at a Plunge, runsthe Rifque of being left in the Mire himfelf,
No Matter for the Morality of the Thing, fo long as it is the Fathion; And
that He that Advances himfelf upon the Ruine ot Another gets the Repu-
tation of a Man of Art, and Addies. The Facility, infine, and the Sim-
plicity of the Goazy {hews us what an Honeft Man is to Truft to that keeps
aKnave company.. ‘

We find in, This Fox, the Roguery, the Invention, and the Wilynefs
of the Crafty People we meet with Abroad, and a Lively Image of the
Faith, Friendfhip, Good Nature; -and Juftice that we are to Ex;e& from
them.  ‘We cannot therefore keep too ftri€t an Eye upon the Life and Con-
verfation of Thofe we have to do withall. If they be Men of Fraud,
they’ll never ftick at bringing their Friendsand Companions into Dangers,
Loffes, and Inconveniences ; Scoure off themfelves, and leave Thofe that
Truft them to pay the Reck’ning.  But, in a Word, This Application ex-
tends to Men of Trick and Defigtiof AllSorts; Tet it be in Pleafure, For-
tune, Pride, Envy, Vain-Glory, Trade, Law,; Marriages, Quarrels, Tra-
vels, Ambition, ¢c. Whereforeit Behoves us'to Look f;.fm we Leap, and
in Cafe of the Worft that can befall us, to fecure an After-Game.” The
Want of this Forefight was the Goats Ruine.

Fav. LXXXIV.
Cocks and a putttﬁmé.

* Cock-Mufter bought a Partridge, and turn'd it among his
Fighting Cocks, for them to Feed together. The Cocks

beat the Partridge away from their Meat, which the lay’d the
moreto Heart, ‘becaule it look’d like an' Averfion to her pure-
ly as a Stranger. But the Partridge finding Thefe very Cocks
afterwards, Cutting one Another to pieces, the comforted
her felf with This Thought, that fhe had no Redfon to ex-
ge& ;hey fhould be Kinder to Her, then they were to One

nother.

M The
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_The MoraL.

Tis No Wonder to find, Thofe People Troublefome to Strangers, that Cannot
Agree among Themfelves. . They Quarrel for the Love of Quarrelling ;
and provided:the Peace be broken, Nomaster upon What Ground, or' with
Whom.: - ' ) :

REFLEXION.

Tuere’s no Peace to be Expefted among “thofe that aré Naturally
Fierce and Quarrelfome.  But we are to Dittinguifh however, betwixt In-
juries of Malice, and of Bvil Nature, as we do betwixt Violences in Hot
Bloud, and Thofe of Deliberate Spite and Intention ; which we find in the
Common Cafes of Manflaughter, and Murder. 'The Dotriné may be briéfly
This, that fo. far as Poffible, we arc to Avoid Ill Company: but where
we are forc’d upon’t, there’s No Remedy but Patience. 'The Cocks here
Did but according to their Kind; And it is the Same Thing with Wicked
Men too, ( as Birds of the fame Feather) to be Troublefome to Other Peo-
ple as well as to One Another.

Fas. LXXXV.
A Bugsing Trabveler,

Vain Fellow that had been abroad in the World, would

ftill be Tiring All Peoples Earsat his Return, with Ste-
ries of his Wonderful A&ions and Adventures in his Travels;
and particularly, he told of a Leap he took at Rbodes, that No
Body there could come within Six Foof on’t. Now This (fays
he) I amable to Prove by feveral Witnefles upon the Place. If
This be True (fays one of the Company) there’s No Need of
going to Rhodes for Witneffes : Do but You fancy this to be
Rhodes, and then fhew us the Leap.

The Moxar.

Travellers bave a kind of Privilege to, Romance it ; and to Tell Stories at
large.  And for Thofe that Doubt the Truth of the Matter, they had €en
berter pafs it over then go to Difprove it. :

REFLEXION.

*T'is Foolifh to Appeal to Witneffes for the Proof of dny thing, when
*tis not a Pin Matter, whether the Fa& in Queftion be True or Falfe;
and {o it is alfo to talk of Proofs that are not within Call : Biit Vain
Boalters are Naturally Impertinent ; for they Talk at Random, without
any Regard to Truthand Judgment. There may be a Double Ufe mad?

o
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of this Fable: Firft, as a Diffuafive to Thofe that fpend their Time in Idle
Tnfipid Company. Secondly, Asa Caution to Thofe thatare Tainted with
this Levity, not to make Themfclves'RxdxcuIOU§ any longer. Nature has
Written Fool upon the Ti%Of That Man’s Tongue that will be always tell-
ing Stories withan [ Idid his,) and [ Idid Tza{.:] Travellers, they fay,
may lie by Authority ; and.yet our Traveller’s Privilege here was no fuffi-
Gient o Proteét him inhis'"Vanity frommaking Sport to the Company.

U Fas IXXXVL
An 3mipoftop to the Dacle.- '

THere was a certain Bantering Droll that took a Journey to

Délpbos, a purpofe to try if he could put a Trick upon
“Apollo. He carry’d a Sparrow in his Hand under his Coat, and
told the God,, Thave fomewhat in my Hand fays he, Is it Dead or
Living? If the Oracle fhould fay ’twas Dead, he could fhew it
Alive; If Living, twas but {queezing it, and then "twas Dead.
Now He that {aw the Malice of his Heart gave him this Anfwer:
itfhall €’en be which of the Two you pleafe; for’tis in:Your
Choice to have it either the One or the Other. -/ -

The MoRAL. V

Prefumption léads People ¥o Infidelity in a Trice, and [o ﬁfﬂﬁnﬁbk Degrees
’tC Atheifm : for when Men have once caft off 4 Reverente for Rdt;giﬂh,glb{/
. are come within One Step of. Laughing at it. D .

PR T

. REFLEXION. .,

Y Turs Poiiits at the Folly'and Wickednefs of Thofe. Mén that think to
“play Faft and Loofe withGod Almighty, who fees the very Thoughts of
our Hearts. ‘This way of Fooling in Hol y Things is much a Bolder fort of
Tmpiety, then:it is commonly Takenfor. He that pretends o Doubt of
an All-knowing Power, has as much Right to Doubt of an Almighty Power
too, and the bringing of One Attribute in Queftion, Opens the Way to a
Diffidence of all the Reft. It would prevent a great Deal of Wickednefs in
the World, if Men would but Liveand At in Religious Matters, fo as to
Own, and toRecognize the Force, and Awe of a Deity in their Practices,
“as well asiin their Words?' But wher they ¢ome to ierying and Riddling
-uporr’t, withidm [ Ifis:be:fo:and o ; JoThe Scandal of the Suppofition is
'miot to be, Born; for fughra way of Segming; to Affirma Thing, is but one
Remove from a Flat Deny algpt it.  Such was the Impoffers Queftion here
'to the Oacle »* Which In?l;'f{'yé ‘both the Dotibt of a Divine Omnifiience, and
‘a CuriofityrdlDifcover theT7arh of the Mitter, with-aBahterat the End
Jon’t; and‘Tozmakes a confummated Wickednefs. Crawtn
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Fas. LXXXVI}.
A {Woman and a Fat Pen,

A_ Good Woman had a Hen that laid her Every Day anEgg,
Now fhe fancy’d to her felf, that upon a Larger Allow- |

ance of Corn, This Hen might be brought in time to lay twice
aday. SheTryd the Eqperiment ; but the Hen grew fat
upon’t, and gavequite over Laying.

The MoraL.

. He that has a Great, Deal already, andwould have More, will never think be
has enough till he has All ; andThar’s Impoffible : wherefore we [hosld fer
Bounds t6 our Defires, and Content our Sebves when we are Well, for fear
of Lofing what we had.

REFLEXION.

Here’s aFigure of the Folly, and the Mifchief of Vair Defires, and
an Immoderate Love of Riches.. Covetoufiefs is enough to make the
Mafter of the World as Pooras He that has juft Nothing ; for,e:Man.may
be brought to aMorfel of Bread,by Griping, as well as by Profufion. Tis
a Madnefs for a Body that hasenough already, to Hazzard Al for the Get-
ting of More, and then upon the Mifcatriage to leave himfelf Nothing,
This was the Woman’s Cafe and Faulc here.. In Few Words, there’s a
Juft Mediwm berwixt Eating too much, and teoLittle ; and this Damehad
Undoubtedly Hitupon’t, when the Matter was fo Order’d," that the Hen
brought her Every Day an Egg. But when fhe came to Enlarge the Hens
Allowance for_her own Profit, Upon an Opinion that more Corn would
Produce more Eggs, her Avarice'Mifled her into a Difappointment, which
wasbotha Judgment upon the Sin in the Lofs of what {he had before, and
an Error in the very Point of Manage, and Good Hufwiv’ty ; for Reple-
tion Obftruéts the moft Necelfary Offices of Nature.

Fas LXXXVIL
A att Bit by a Daj.

 NE that was Bitten by a Dog, was Advis'd, as the Beft

J Remedy in the World, toDipa Piece of Bread in. the

Bloud of the Wound, and give it the Dog to Eat. Pray hold

Your Hand a little (fays thé‘%\/[au) urilefs y ave a mind to Draw

All the Dogs in the Town upon me ; For that will Certainly

be the End on’t, when they: #hall find themfelves Rewarded
inftead of Punifh’d.

The

ZEps FABLES.

Thc_MonAL.

Good Natureis 2 Great Mitfortuns; where it is not Manag’dwith Pradence.
Chriftian Charity, *tis true, bids ws veturn Good for Evil; but it does
ot Oblige s yet 10 Raward here wefboaldPunifp. . - :

REFLEXION. '

Turs i'sto.l'nfg_rm us, thaﬁ]Wicﬁ:dangléI\gtz:d Mcng;e gotb tobe
Qblig’d by, Kindneffes, - Efpecially when they find they may be the betrer
for Infola)llk:e ; for at that Iféte, he that RewardsPaft Ifﬁmts, Draws On,
and Encourages New Ones. There are Churlifti Cursin thé Moral aswell
as in the Fablé; and we are Here tauglithow to Behaveout felves uponthe
Biting of All Mannerof Dogs. Under the Rule and Correction of This
Allegory, we may reckonCalumny, Slander, and Detrationinany Form
or Figure whatfoever, and all Manner of Affronts and Indignities upon
our Good Names, or our Perfons. Thete may be Placein All Thefe Cafes
for a Generous Charity to Forgive Oftences, even of the Highelt Ingrati-
tude and Malice ; Butit is not Advifable to Reward where Men have the
Tenderaefs not to Punith,  This way of Proceeding is Dangerous in All
the AfBiirsPublique, as well a5 Private, of Humane Lifé ; for tisd Temp-
tation to Villny, when aMin fares the Bewter for Evil Défig. Il Nature,
in fine, is.nbttobe Cur’d with a:Sop ; buton thecontrary, Quarelfome M,
as well as Quarelfome Cars are worfe for fair Ufage. .

. . A

E oS —

“FAb. I.X?ﬁ(lx.

A Dunted Bever,
’ I ‘HE Bever isa kind of an Amphibious Creature, but he
lives Moftly  in :the Water.. His Stories, they fay;ire
Medicinal ; and it is principally for- Theit ‘Sake, he knows
that Peoplefeek his Lite ; and therefore when he finds himfelf
Hard Pinch’d, he Bites’en off, and hy:leaving Them tohis

Purfuers, he Saves Himfelf. L .

| o “The MORII f
Wihen o greaii Interef s - Steke, "t aWasrantable Piine of Hopdir vkl
< Difersion, to compound:thé Hausavdy by parvingwith-theLefs ; provid-
ed- tlj..w while we‘,QlilflfJﬁ Qw, wﬂm}aﬁmfeﬂu Otl?cr‘, : R

G REFLEXION et o,
¢ W &_fipdthis Doftring and. Pralice to be Verify’d in' $1are-Chaces, as
well as in thofe of the Waads; That is to fay, where itisfhade a Crime t@
be Rich, and.where Men:areforcd tolay, Violent Hands on Themfelves,
to be SafeandQuiet ; and wishi the Bever here to compound with. theis
Nutmegs, tofave their Lives. - .

A B,
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Fas. .XC.
A Thunnp and 2 Dolphin,

Thunny gave Chace to a Dolphin; and when he was juft

ready tofeize himthe Thunny ftruck before he was aware,
and the Dolphin,in the iiagérmefs' of his Purfuit. ran himfelfa
ground with him. They were both Loft ; but the Thunnykept
his Eye ftill uponthe Dalphin, and Obferving him when he was
Juft at Laft Gafp : Well,ays he, the Thought of Death isnow
Ealy to me, fo long asI fee my Enemy go for Company.

Fas XCL-
Tiva Eitemies at Sea.

"Here were Two Enemies at Sea in the fame Veflel, the One
"L atthe Ships Head, the Otherat the Stern. It Blew a Dread-
ful Storm, arid whenthe Veffél was juft réady to befwallow'd
up, One of em Ask’d the Mafter, which part of the Ship
would be Firft under Water ; fo he told him the- T other
End would Sink firft. Why then, fayshe, I fhall have the
Comfort of feeing my Enemy go before me.

. The Mo ra1_of the Two Fables above. -

3Tis a Wretched Satisfaition, that & Revengeful Man takes, even in the
v Lofing of bis owp Life , provided thas his ‘Enemy may go.for' Com-

PORyei i S ep tnh
el REFLEXION

T u s r e isfome Comfort in Company, even ina State of Adverfity.
Society is fo Neceffary and Agreeable to Mankind in All Cafes, that Death
is Certainly the More Uneafy for a Man’s going alone into Another Worl’d:
‘Butthe Confolation Pointe:2t in This Fable, is That whichan Envious
Man.takes in the Ruine of hisiEnemy. - There:is a Memorable Inftance
to This Purpofe,.of a_Gentleman.that had an Eftate for Lives;.and Two
of his Tenants in the Leafe: One of them Dyes, and the Other defires his
Landlord to lay Both Farms ifit6'Ore, arid Accept of him for His Tenant.
The Gentleman fairly Excus’d Himfelf, and, away goes the Man ina Rage
o Ll Wife ; Told her how 1°Wis,and Sworka Great Oath et he would
e-RKeveng’d of liis Landlord: "T'iis was in Hatveft Time, and ié wentoitt
nextday fo hisReipers, but ¥ay’d fo long,that his Wife fent, up and down
+0'look after hitet; “To {horten'the Story, they fotind him at laftin a Ditch,

o 7" YVomiting

v
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Vomiting his Heart out. 'The Man, it feems, had Poyfon’d himfelf, and
the Revenge upon his Landlord was the Defeating him of his Eftate by De-
ftroying the Laft Life in his Leafe. InOne Word, Revenge ftopsat No-
thing that’s Violent and Wicked. It Dividesthe Deareft Friends; Embroils
Governments, and Tears Families to pieces. But to fay no more or’t, The
Hiftories of All Ages are full of the Tragical Outrages that have been Exe-
cuted by this Diabolical Paffion: befide, that it hardensPeople into a Brutal
Contempt of Death, (as in the Fables above) where they may but fee their
Enemies fall for Company.

Fas. XCIIL
A Foytune-Tellet.

Here was a kind of a Petty Conjurer, that made it his Pro-
feffion to Refolve Queftions, and tell Fortunes, and he
held forth in the Market-Place. Word was brought him, in
the very Middle of his Schemes and Calculations, that his
Houfe was Robb'd ; and fo away he fcours immediately to
learn the Truth on’t. As he was running home in All Hafte, a
Droll takes him up by the Way, with this fhort Queftion.
Friend (fays he) How come You to be fo Good at telling Other
Peoples Fortunes, and Know fo little of your Own ?

Fas. XCIIL

A Cunning Tloman,

ACenain Dame that pafs'd in the World under the Name
~\ of a Cunning Woman, took upon her to. Avert Divine
Judgments, and to Foretell Strange Things to conie. She
play’d the Counterfeit Witch fo lorig, till in the Coriclufion,
{he was Taken up, Arraign'd, Try'd, Convicted, Condemned
to Dye, and at laft Executed for a Witch indeed. D’ye hear,
Good Woman ( fays one to her, as the was upon the Wy to
her Execution ) Are the Gods fo much Eafyer then the Judges,
that you fhould be Able to make Them do any Thing for ye,

and yet could not Prevail with the Bench for the Saving of your
Own Life?
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Fas XCIV.
An Qffeologer and a Tradelier.

Certain Starr-Gazer had the Fortune, in thevery Height
of his Celeftial Obfervations, to ftumble into a Ditch :
A fober Fellow paffing by,gave him a piece of Wholfomé Coun-
fel. Friend, fays he, Makea Right Ufe of Your Prefent Mif-
fortune ; and pray, for the Future, let the Starrs go on quietly
in their Courfes, and do you look a little Better to the Ditches.

The MoravL of the Three Fasres above.

There needs no more then Impudence and Ignorance, on the One Side, dnd a Su~

perfitions Credulity on the Other, to the Setting up of a Fortune Teller.

REFLEXION.

This ferves for a Reproof to the Ignorance and Confidence of . Figure-
Flingers, ‘Starr-Gazers, that pretend to foretell the Fortunes of Kingdoms
a_nld States; and yet have no Forefight at all in what concerns %hem-
felves., O

The:Moral of thefe Fables firikes upon the Vanity and Artagance of
Empyricks and Impoftors Themfelves, and upon the Folly of the Fond Be-
Jievers of them. The Caution holds alfo againft Unlawful Curiofities ;
Sickly, and Superf(titious Fancyes and Dreams; Fore-bodings of Il Luck ;
as the Croffing of a Hare, the Spilling of Salt, ¢c. This Humour, let it
look never fo Little, and Silly, (as it paffes many times only for Frolique
and Banter) is One yet of the moft Pernicious Snares in Humane Life ;
when it comes once to get Poffeffion, and to Gain Credit, Efpecially a-
mong Women and Children, where the Imagination is ftrong in the One,
and the.Difpofition as Plyant as Wax for any Impreffion, in the Other.
Wherefore, of All Things in This World, Careis to be Taken, that they
get not a Hankering after Thefe Juggling Aftrologers, Gypfies, Wizzards,
Fortane-Tellers, Conjurers, Quacks, Canning Women, &c. To fay Nothing
of the Fooleries of Fortune-Books, and a Hundred other Vulgar Wayes
of Enquiry intothe Event of dmoars, Marriages, Life and Death, Travel,
Play, or the like ; which is all but a Tinture of the fame Capital In-
firmity. - If thefe Pretenders were'nat better Svpported by the Simplici-
ty, and Devotion of the Inquifitive Fools that Ganfult Thefg Oracles,
then they are by any Congruity of Premiffes and €onclufion ; ar by the
Ordinary Way. of Tracing Caufes ifto their Bffe@s, the Trade would
not find’em Bread; for there’s No Proportion at-all betwixt the Means,
and the End. Not bur that the Things they feemrto Predi&, come many
times to pafs; Yet ftill the nearer the Mark in their Conjeltures; the more
{ufpicious is the Profeflion on the One Hand, and the more Dangerous
is the Credulity on the Other: For Thofe People that take upon them to
Refolve fuch Doubts, Scruples, and Difficulties, as are not to be known
by any Natural Procefs of Reafoning ; and thote Men that will be Prying

by
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Forbidden Ways, into the Secret Councels of Almighty God, are Both Juft-
ly Puniflid : The Onein Telling the Truth, and the Other 1n Hearing it -
for it Hardensthe One in his Confidence, and Prefumption, and the Other
in his Curiofity, 4nd Superfition: Overand above the Feats that are done
by Confederacy,and Intelligence; for how fhallany man pretend totell Me.
my Fortune that knows nothing of his Own? | S

There are Mowntehanks, and Smatterersalfo in Stase asvycll as in Science ;.
Nay and perchanee, the Vainer, the inore:Jgnorant, and the more Mif-
chievous of the Two'; for All Thefe Fables are Moraliz’d in H;Rory,gm.,
&ice, and Converfation; and the Fiftion, Match’d, at. leaft, if not Qut-
done, in Matter. of Faft. _And Thefe Ordm’ary. Hocuffes Kave been made:
ufe of in All Ages too, as Tools of State ; fometimes For theGovernment,,
Other-while, Agrinft it, as the Occafion Jay Faireft fof the Ganie that was.
then a Playing, . It goes a great Way, when Natural Cusiofity, Vilgar.
Prejudice, and an Artificial Application of A&tives to Paffives, fhall be Af-
lifted with the' Shams of Afrological Judgments-and Caloulations over and
above: though with our. Comjurers here, their Egnoranceand Prefumption,
lays them Open in the Cencluficn, to the Scorns and Contempt of the,
Commen People. .

LY

~ Fa» XCV.
A Doltoy and his Patfent

quy Sir'How d’ ye Find your felf 2’ fays the Dr. to his Patient.
Why truly, fays the Patient ; I have hada Violent Sweat.
05 the beff Sign in the World quoth the Dr. And then a little while
after he is at it again, witha Pray How d ye find your Body ? Alas,
fays the T other, 1 have juft iow fucha Terrible Fit of Horror
and Shaking upon me ! Why this is all as it Jhould be, fays the
Phyfician, It fhewsa Mighty Strength of Nature. And then he
comes over him a Third tinie with the fame Queftion again;
Why 1am all fwelld; fays T other, as if 1 had a Dropfy ; Beft
of All quoth the Doffor, and goes his Way. Soon after This,
comes one of the Sick Man's Friends to him with the fame Que-
ftion, how hé felt himfelf; why truly fo-Well, fays he, that I
am een ready to Dye; of 1 know riot how many Good Signs
and Tokers. - SR T

The Mox AL
A Death-bed Flastery is the &v}:{l of Treacheries.
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REFLEXTON. -
Trs gives us to Undetftand the Practice of she World, and that Flat.

tery and Time-ferving Enters into the moft Sotetnn Offices of MankindTg |-
Flatter Foolifh Men into a Hopeof Life whiréthere is None ac all,is mueh -
the fame Thing with Betrayirig People into anfOpinion, - that they areina |,
Virtuous, and Happy State, when they dré-Over-rumwithi Paffion, and =

Drown’d in their Lufts.
Minds, that the Other has up
Both. There ate Certain

n our Bodits; for it makes vs Carelefs of

Thefe Refpeéts ought to be Preferv’d ; But Cereionies of Mode and Corh.
plesment, are mightily out of Seafon, when Eif¢-and Salvation come to be
at Stake. R .

Yt falls under the Profpe&t of the fame Topique, to Confider; that King.
doms and Common-Wealths have their Diftenipers, Interrniffions, and Pa.
roxifms, as well as Natural Bodies. And that 2 Glavering Council is 5
Dangerous on the One hand, as a Wheedling Prieft, or aFlatrering Phy(i-
cian 1s on the Other. There is hardly fuch Another Peft in a Communicy,
asa Confort of Parafites, that feed Goverriours with Falfe Reprefentations
and Reports of Men and of Things, They Firft Betray their Mafters to
Difhonour and Ruine ; and then when they find the Veflel Sinking, fave
themfelves in the Long Boat. So mmuch the Bestery quoth the Dottor : <,
Ay, (fays the Emperical Statefman ) Tha’s as we'd have it. When at the
fame time the Dittemper is as Mortal to the Government, -on the One hand,
as tothe Patient onthe Other.

: - —
Fas XCVIL .

A sowlerand a Black WD, e

S a Fowler was Bending his-Nety a Black-Bird calld to
him at a diftarice, and Ask’d. im what he was doiag.

Why fays he, Iam laying the Foundations of aCity; and fo
the Bird-man drew out of Sight. The Black-Bird I\%lfh‘uf’mg

Nothing, flew prefently to the Bait in theNet,and was taken; .

and as the Man came running to lay hold of her ;- Eriend, fays
the Poor Black-Bird, If this be Your Way of Building, You
have but Few Inhabitants.

. The MorAL.

There is no Sham fo Grofs, bus it will pafs }xpo» aWesk M that is Prag-
matical, and Inqusfisive.

RE

TheOne has the fame Pernicious Bt upon our - ;

encies of Porm, and Civility, ’us trie, = §
that purely regard Matters of Converfation; and Good Manners; And

1

e
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REFLEXION.

Ta1s is to Intimate, that where Rulers lay Snares, deal Fa
Exercife Cruelty, All goes to Wrack both Publiq};e and Private. Alllf1¥;a;:1[£
are Cover’d and Gilded over with Specious Pretences, and Men are Every
jot as Eafily Impos’d upon, as Birds, Beats or Fifhes; while the Fagernels
of our Appetites Sufpends the Exercifc of our Reafon. A Treat,a Woman
oraBottle, isthefame Thing to Us, that a Worm, a Gudgeon, aGrain of
Corn, or a piece of Fle(h is to Thofe Animals. We S?xap at the Bait
without ever Dreaming of the Hook, the Trap, or the Snare thatgoes Along
with it. Now what’s the Difference betwixt £f6p’s Pretext here for
the Building of a City, and the Cheats that we have heard of, for the Sz-
ving of a’Cuy. The Defign was Deftruction in Both, and that was the
Event on’t too. Religion, Liberty and Property were the Bait : Nay the
very Sound of the Words did the Busnefs, The Common People will
Chop like Troutsat an Artificial Fly, and Dare like Larks under the Awe
of a Painted Hobby. ’Tis with Men juft asit is with Birds and Fifhes
There’s not a Mortal of us, that will not Bite at fome Bait or other, and
weare caught asSillily too, as the Bird was herein the Ner. ’

Fas. XCVIL
MPercury and a Travellet,

O NE thatwas juft Entring upon a Long Journey, took up

a Fancy of putting a Trick upon Mercury. He fay’d him
a fhort Prayer for the Bon-Voyage, with a Promife, that the
God fhould go Half with him in whatever he found. Some
body had loft a Bag of Dates and Almonds, it feems, and it was
His Fortune to Find it. He fell to Work upon ’em Immediate-
ly, and when he had Eaten up the Kernels, and all that was
Good of them, Himfelf, he lay’d the Stones, and the Shells up-
on an A’ltar;' and defir'd Mercury to take Notice that he had
Perform’d his Vow. For, fays he, Here are the Outfides of
the One, and the Infides of the Other, and there’s the Moiety
I Promisdye. + = . ’ :

-The MogrAL.

MenTalk a5 if they Beliew’d in God but they L j :
: ey Live as if they thought thére
;era None, for their: very Pra‘y’ers are Mockeries, and ?lieir Igom and
mr;aﬂrzlf% a;de 0 more then Words of Courfe, which they never Intended

ke Good.

N2 R E-
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REFLEXION.

Tuis is to Reprelend the Falfe and Covetous Humour of Thofe that
for Mony and Profit, will not Stick at putting Shams even upon God
Himfelf; Prophaning his Altars, and Ridiculing his very Omnifcience and
Power. Here’s the Wickednefs of a Libertine Naturally enough fet forth,
only the Punifhment is Wanting that fhould have Compleated the Moral,
‘What Opinion have Tlefe Religious Banterers, of the Divine Power, and
Juftice ? Or what have they to fay for themfelves in this Audacious Habit
of Mockery and Contempt; bur that they Believe in their Hearts thar
there is No God? Not but that more or lefs, we are all Jugglers in Secret
betwixt Heaven, and our Own Souls; Only to Cover and Meditate Abu.
fes under the Mafque and Pretence of Confcience; and Religion} and
make God Almighty Privy to a Thoufind Falfe and Cozening Contri-
vances, that we keep as the Greateft Privacies in the World, from the
Knowledge of our Neighbours. Nay, when weare Moft in Earneft, our
Vows and Promifes are more then Half Broken in the very making of
them ; and if we can but fecure our Selves a Retreat, by l%me Cleanly
Evafion, Diftinction or Mental Refervation, it ferves our Purpofe e'en as
Well as if it were a Cafuiftical Refolution. In One Word we find the
Moral of Mercury and the Traveller in the very Secrets of our Hearts, be-
twixt Heaven, and our own Souls.

Fas. XCVIIL

A 730y and his Qothet.

‘ School- Boy brought his Mother a Book that he had Stoll'n
from One of his Fellows. She was fo far from Correét-

ing him for’t, that fhe rather Encourag’d him. As he grew
Bigger, he would be ftill keeping his hand in Ure with fome- | -

what of Greater Value, till he came at laft tobe Taken in the
Manner, and brought to Juftice for’t. His Mother wentalong
with him to the Place of Execution,Where he gt leave of the
Officers, to have a Word or Two in Private with her. He put
his Mouth to her Ear, and under Pretext of a Whifper, Bit it
Clear off. This Impious Unnatural Villany turn’d Every Bodys
Heart againfthim Moreand More. [ Well Good People (fays
the Boy) Here You fee Me an Example, both upon the Mat-
ter of Shame and of Punithment ; And it is This Mother of
mine that has brought me to’t; for if {he had but Whipt me

founly for the Book I ftole when Iwasa Boy, I fhould never

have come to the Gallows for Pilfering now I'm a Man. ]

The {:
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The MoraL.

We are cither Made or Marrd, in owr Education, and Goz's;'n}ne}zt:, @
well as Private Families, are Concern’d in the Confequences of it,

REFLEXION.

W icxep Difpofitions fhould be Checlk’d betimes ; for when they
come once to Habits, they grow Incurable. i More People go to the Gib-
bet for want of Timely Inftruftion, Difcipline, and Corretion, then up-
on any Incural le Pravity of Nature; And it is mightily the Fault of Pa-
rents, Guardians, Tutors and Governours, that fo many men Mifcarry.
They fuffer ’em at firft to Run-a-head, and when Perverfe Inclinationsare
Advanc’d once intoHabits, there’s No Dealing with ’em.  It. may feem
fomewhat a Hard Cafe for the Greater Thieves to Punifh the Lefs, and to’
fee Publique Purloyners and Oppreffors fit in Triumph upon the Lives
of the Little Ones that go to the Gallows : For the Tye of Morality is
the fame upon Both; and they Stand Both Accountable to the Same Ma-
fter. But Time, Power, and Corruption, give a Reputation to the Worft
of Praftices, and it is no longer Oppreffion when it comes Gilded with
the Name of Authority. This Unequal, and Unreafonable Judgment of
Things, brings many a Great Man to the Stool of Repentance; for when
he has Swallow’d more then he can Digeft, it fticks upon his Confcience,
and will neither Up, nor Down. Now in the Sight of Heaven, the Greater
the Temptation, the Lefs is the Sin; and yet in the Vogue of the World,
iupaffes for an Exploit of Honour, for Kings and $tates to run away with
‘Whole Countries that they have no Colour, or Pretence to; when many
a poor Devil ftands Condemn’d to a Halter, or a Whipping-Poft, for the
Pilfering of a Silver-Spoon perhaps, or the Robbing of a Hen-Rooft:
Thoughthe Former, all this While, has No Better Title to what he takes
then the Latter ; and yet to fec what a deal of Fulfome Flattery, and Pa-
negyrick we have upon the Glorious Atchievements of the One ; and
only fome Smithfield Ballad perchance, or a Sabbath-Breaking Speech, or
Confefffon, to Embalm the Memory of the Other. TobeShortand Plain;
the Offence before God, is at leait as Great in a Prince, as in a Begger,
and the Morality of a Careful Education holds alike in Both, *Twas the
Mat{]nr’s f;iaring theRod at firft, that brought the Child, at the Long Run,
to the Halter.

Fas XCIX.
A Sbepher turn’d Berchant,

A Countryman was Feeding his Flock by the Sea-fide, and it
was fo Delicate a Fine Day, that the Smoothnefs of the
‘Water Tempted him to leave his Shepberd’s Bufinefs, and fet up
fora Merchant. Sothat in All Haft, he puts off his Stock ; Buys

a
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a Bargain of Figs; gets his Freight abord, and away prefently
to Sea. It happened to be very Foul Weather: So that the Ma-
riners were fain to Caft their Whole Lading Ovcr—board, to
fave Themfelves and the Veffel.  Upon this Mifcarriage, our
New Merchant-Adventurer betook himfelf to his Old Trade
again; and it happen’d One Day, as he was Tending his Sheep
upon the very fame Coaft, to be Juft fuch a Flattering Tempt-
ing Sea again, as That which Betray’d him Before. - Tes, yes,
fays he, When the Devil’s Blind! You'd ba’ ome more Figs witha
Vengeance, Wo'd ye 2
The Morar,

Men may be happy in all Eftates if they will but fuit their Minds to their Con-
dition. A Shepherd may be as Eafj in a Cottage, as a Prince inz a Palace,
with « Mind Suited to his Station; but if they will be Launching ou: into
Trade, or Bus'ne[s that they do not underfland, they have nothine left
them to traft to when they are once Bewilder'd; but the Hope of ﬁzweol\’j;;é
Providence to put them in the Right Way Home again.

REFLEXION.

ArrricTion makes People Honeft and Wife. Every Man Living
has hisWeak Side, and no Mortal was ever yet fo much at Eafe, but his
Shoe Wrung him fome where or Other; or he Fancy’d fo at leaft, and Then
itdidfo. The Shepherd would needs be a Merchant ; and the Merchans, if
he had fucceeded would ftill have been Hankering after fomething elfe,His
Levity was a Fault, and his Mifcarriage was a Judgment upon him for’t.
The faving of his Perfon after the Lofs of his Goods was a Providential
Mercy to him; and the bringing of Him home to Himfelf again, was to
Convince him of His Error, and to fhew him, that he was well at Firft, if
he would have kept fo. He was in a State of Eafe, Peace, Innocence, and
Safety: And he that will Sacrifice all Thofe Bleflings to a Reftlefs Appe-
tite, deferves to be Miferable. Our Shepherd’s Cafe, nfhort here, is every
Man’s Cafe that Quits a Moral Certainty foran Uncertainty,and Leaps from
the Honeft Bus’nefs he was brought up to, into a Trade he hasno Skill in,

Fas. C.
An Do Man anda Liou,

A Perfon of Quality dream’d one Night that he fawa Lion
Kill his only Son: Whowas, it feems, a Generous Cava-
lier; and a Great Lover of the Chace.. This Fancy ran in the
Father’s Head, to that Degree, that he Built his Son a Houfe of
"Pleafure, on purpofe to keep him out of Harms Way; and
{par’d neither Art nor Coft to make it a Delicious Retreat. This
i Houfe,

S
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Houfe, in fhort, was to be the Young Man’s Prifori; and the
Father made himfelf his Keeper. There were'a World of
Paintings. Every whete up and down, and dtnong the Réft,
there was the Piéture of a Lion ; which ftirredf the Blood ofthe
Young Man for the Dream fake, and to think"that he thould
now be a Slave for the Fancy of fuch a Beaft. Tnl this Hidigna-
tion he made a Blow at the Pi¢ture; but Striking his Fift up-
on the Point of a Nail in the Wall, His Hand Cancerated ; he
fell into a Fevér, and foon after' Dy'd on’t-So that all the
YFather’s Precaution could not Secure the Son from thé Fatali-
ty of Dying by a Lion. '

The Mofun.;

A Body may a5 wekl lay ;o;Litrlz s fobmuich Stfd‘};;’tm;abrew; ; f'ozf forme
Dri:mr are Monitory, as Others. are oisly Complesional; bukup % the
Main, the Lefs we Fieud them the Bester 5 for:svben Yhat Freak
taken Poffeffion of & Fantaftical Head, the Difremsperis Incurable,

-once

[N

CREFLEXION:
Lo it

"T'ts o no Purpofé o think of Preventing, or- Divéiting Fatalities:
Efpecially Whitte the Byesit looks like the Punifhwient of & Supecftidion: as
it fgres ‘with Thofe thdt Gevetn theit Lives by Forebodings andDrékims !
or the Sipns of Il Laek;“d3 We ufe to faf :- They ars fill: Anxious'and:Uin-
eafie, Hiftory is full of Examples to Illufttate the Db&tine of This Fable.
The Fathet Wwas to blate for laying fo much Strefsupon a FooliftrDreans,
and the Son was Little Jefi to Blame, for being fo much 'Tranfported at
the Itnpreffion of that Pancy iponthe Farker : But they were Borli:Juftly
gpr_riﬂwd ‘however, TheQne for his Paffion, and the Ocher for his:Supet-

FA-‘B»., ‘d.’
| A: For thatloft fiis Talls

—Here was a2 Foxtaken ina Trap, that wasglad to Com-
5 Eound for hiz Weck by leaving his Thil behind him. I
was {6 "Uricouth, a Sight, for 4 Foz to appear without 1 Tail,
that the very Thought on’t made him e'en Weary of his Life ;
for ‘twasa Lofs never tobe Repait'd : But howevet: for the Bet-
ter Countenanice of the Scandal, he ot the Mafber and Warders
‘of the Foxes Company to call a Court of Affiftants, wheré hehim-
elf appear'd and made a Learned Difcourfe upon the Troub%le,
the
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" the Ufeleffnefs, and the Indecency of Fozes Wearing Tails. He

had no fooner fay’d out his Say, ‘but up rifes a Cunning Snap,
t]:enn at the Bqa};d, who deﬁr’zl to be_Inform’d, . whet?ler the

Worthy Memberthat Mov'd againft theWearing of Tails, gave
hisojrxd\yice for the Advantage of Thofe that Had Tuils, of to

Palliate the Deformity and, Difgrace of Thofethathad Nare. .
: i THY Mo 27 SRRt

: i‘l’hm ; Man b.;a'.'tr;j‘NuMHg ﬁefs{f, or Infim;  abogt him, ﬁlzler‘llérbbi_y I‘Vx-
" ture, or by Chapce,tis tbeBeﬁq of his Play, 10ty the Humpury. if he can
e it intd @ Bafbion: S T

REFL‘EVXION.

PO o B

T 1 s the way of the World to give Other People Councel for their Own
Ends. . Paradoxing is-of Great-Ufe and Service in many Encovntersand
Aceidents that we meet:withalin the Wotld ; but the Faculty mult be fo
Teriderly Managdy asnot to Graté.upon the Trath,and Reafon of. Things:
And it is of Great Effe&, if it cdn but give fome Colour of Probality to the
Matter in Queftion. Nay there’s a Pleafure in the very Tryal of Wits;
but when This Talent is Employ’d upon the Fopique of Convenience, and
Profit; Itisawonderful Force that it hasupon the Affe€tions of the Com-
mon People: TheiFox carry’d it asfaras *rwould go; but he-had too Hard
2 Taskihn’t, -to Oversrule a Mulsitude to their Own Pain and Lofs.

Wemay Improye a- Boftrine-from This, that Bvery Man has hisWeak
Side; either by Mifchance, ot by Nature; and that he makesic his Bus’nefs
b Cover it too, the Beft he can. - In cafe of the Worft, it is fome: fort of
Eafe to hiave Company:in our Misfortupes. - It .puts-a Body out of Coun=
tenance to b in'a Fathion by ‘Himfelf; and ¢herefore the Fox did well to
Fry.if he could bring his Fellow: Foxes to p}xmhemfelves into His Mode.
When.wie have Carry’d a Point as far asic will go,-and can, make! no more
on’t, *tisa Stroke of Artand Philofophy, to lookasif we did not fp much
as Wifh for 2 Thing thatis not tobe Had. Every Man’s Prefent Conditi-
on hasfomewhat tobeSaid for't : If it be Uneafy, the Skill wili be, either
how to Mend it, or how to Bear it ; But then there muft be no Clafhing
with the Methods, the Decrees, and-the Laws of Nature, A Man that
has Forfeited his Honour and his Confcience, feems to be muchin d}e Con-
dition of the Fox here that had loftthisTas/, and.takes as much pains too,
to perfuade All his Companions to follow his Fafhion. He lays down his
Arguinents, and ‘giveshis R E4SON S, Nay,"and he endeavours to
Proveitby Seripture too, that Men, in fucha Cafe; qught to goto 0/d Nick
for Company. - We.arg to.Confidet here, that the. Devils have 'Fiélf" Traps
as well as the Waodmer; ad that it is the Caferof mhany a Layer and Di-
“wisie;iwhen they: cotne’oncg to'be Himper'd; to/'tdb off as'wellias they
canij though they Leave xheir: Confiepcis bebind themy;: as the.Fox did - his
Tail, andthen Preach up the Bleffed Doéfrine and Copuvenience of No-Con-
feiences a5 well as NO Tails. ° =70 T 00 T
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Fas. CIL
A sor and a Wamble.

Fox that was clofe Pur{u’d, took aHedge, The Bufhes

gave way, and in Catching hold of a Bramble to break his
Fall, the Prickles ran into his Feet. Upon This, He laid him-
felf down, and fell to Licking his Paws, with Bitter Exclama-
tions againft the Bramble. Good Words, Reynard, faysthe
Bramble, One would have thought you had known Better
Things, than to Expeét a Kindnefs from a Common Enemy,
and to lay hold on That for Relief, that Catches at Every
Thing elfe for Mifchief.

The MorAL

There are fome Malicions Natures that Place all their Delight in doing Il
Turns, and That Man is hard put 5, that is-firft brought into a Di-
ferefs, and then fore’d to Fly to fuch People for Relsef. .

REFLEXION,

*T's Great Folly to Fly for Protetion to People that Naturally Delight
in Mifchief. 'The Fox blames the Bramble here, but he may Thank Him-
felf. 'They that make themfelves the Common Enemies og Mapkind, by
Breaking All the Meafures of Good Faith, Truth, and Peace, and by lying
in Wait for Innocent Blood, letthem Turn their Heads which way they
will, they fhall be fure of an Enemy in the Face of them: Nay they meet
with their Puni(hment, where they look for Safety, and which way foever
they go, Divine Juftice either Meetsthem, or Purfués them, The Foxes
Charging his Misfortune here upon the Bramble, isthie very Cafe and Pra-
&1(:9 of Wicked Men, that Snarl at the Infirument, without fo much as
Thinking of the Providence. But the Bramble did only according to its
Nature, and Confequently was not to Blame.

Fas. CIL
A fog and a @tocodile,

THere happen’d a Conteft betwixt a Foz and a Crocodile, up-
on the Point of Bloud and Extration. The Grocodile Am-
plify'd Wonderfully upon his Family, for the Credit of his
Anceftors. Friend (fays the Foz, fmiling upon’t) there will need
no Herald to Prove your Gentility ; for you carry the Marks
of Your Original in Your very Skin. h

&} e
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Th;: MoRrAL,

Great Boafters and Lyars have the Fortune fEill fome way or other to Difprove
themfelves.

REFLEXION.

TuexE are fome Falfities fo Bold and Notorious, that they carry their
Contradi&ions in the very Reafon and Prefumption of the Matter, with-
out any othier Evidence.

Fas. CLV.

A gor and Puntlmers.

A Foz that had been Hard-run, begg’d of a Countryman
that he faw at Work in a Wood, to help him to fome
Hiding-Place. The Man Dire¢ted him tohis Cottage, and thi-
ther he went. He was no fooner got in, but the Huntfmen were
prefently at the Heels of him, and asked the Cottager if he did
not fee a Foxr That Way ? No truly, fayshe, Ifaw None;
but Pointed at the fame time with his Finger to the Place
where he lay. The Huntfmen did not take the Hint, it feems ;
but the Foz {py’d him, however, through a Peeping-Hole he
had found ot to fee what News: fo the Fox-Hunters went

their Way, and then Out fteals the Fox, without One Word §

fpeaking. Why how now, fays the Man, Han't ye the Man-
ners to take leave of your Hoft before you go? Yes, yes, fays
the Fox ; if you had been as Honeft of your Fingers, as you
were of your Tongue, Ifhould not have gone without bidding
ye Farewell.

The Moxatr.

A Man may tell a Lye by Signs, aswell as in Words at length, and bis Con-
Jeiense is as Anfiverable for his Fingers, as for his Tongue.

REFLEXITION.

Tuerr’s No Trufting of Thofe that Say One Thing, and Do Another,

Efpecially if they follow Fair Words with Foul Deeds. Here’s a Cafe of
Honour, and of Confcience, Both in One, upon the Matter of Hofpitality,
and of Truft. The Laws of Hofpitality are Sacred on the One Side, and
fo ate the Duties we Owe to our Country on the Other. If we Confider
the Truft, Faithmuft not be Broken ; If the Common Enemy, his Coun-
celisnot to be kept, TheWood-man did as good as Tacitely promife the Fox
a San€tuary ; but not being Sus Furss, he promis’d more than he could W;lr-

rantably
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xﬁntably Perform ; for a Subféquent Promife to Conceal the Fox, could not
Difcharge him of a Prior Obligation to Deftroy him. *Tis true, it would

have been more Genefous to have don’t at firft, and while he had as yet’

No Colour of any Tye of Hopout upon him to Preferve him. The fox
begg’d for Protection, which he had No Reafon to Expett. Firft it was
upon Force,and Neceffity, not Choice. ~ Secondly, It was at hisown Peril,
without any Conditions for his own Security, Thirdly, He Committed
himfelf to the Mercy.of a Man that was bound to Kill him. Fourthly, The
very Addrefs was fcandalous ; for he muft needs have an 111 Opinion of the
Countryman, fo much as to Imagine that he could be Wrought upon toBe-
tray hisCountry for the fake of a Beaft. But let the Reft beas it will, there’s
no Excufe for the 11 oodman’s Double Dealing.

Fas. CV.
A Dan and a ¢looden Gov,

A Man that had a Great Veneration for an Image he had in
his Houfe, found, that the more he Pray'd to'tto Profper
him in the World, the More he went down the Wind fill,
This put him intofuch a Rage, to lie Dogging at his Prayers
fo Much, and fo Long, to fo Little Purpofe, that at laft he Dafht
the Head on't to pieces againft the Wall; and Out comes a
Confiderable Quantity of Gold. Why This ’tis, fays he, to
Adore a Perverfe and Infenfible Deity, that will do More for

Blows then for Worthip.

The Mor AL,

Moft People, Clergy aswell as Laity, Accomodate their Relizion totheir Profit,
and reckon that to be the beft Church that there's moft to ége got by,

REFLEXION.

Tais Fable runs better in the Humour, then it does in the Moral. It
lays before us the Unprofitable Vanity of Falfe Worfhip, and gives us to
Underftand, that the more zealous we are in 2 Wrong Way, the Worfe,
AnIdelisan Abomination in the fight both of God, and of Good Men ; and
yet weare foto Govern ourSelves, even in the Tranfports of That Abhor-
rence,as ftill to prefervea Reverence for Religion it felf, in the very Indigna-
tion we Exprefs for the Corruption of it. So that the Licenfe of this Bu%oon
went a little too far perhaps, for there muft be No Playing with Things Sa«
cred, nor Jefting, as we fay with Edge Tools. We have the Moral of this
Abandon’d Libertineup and down in the Worldina Thoufand feveral Shapes.
All People that Worfhip for Fear, Profit, or fome other By-End, Fall More
or Lefswithin the Intendment of this Emblem. It is 2 kind of 2 Conditio~
na! Devotion for Men to be Religious no longer then they can Save, orGet
by't.  Put forth thy Hand now ( fays the Devil to the Almighty in the Caf?'

(O] of
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of Fob) and Touch All that be hath, and he will Curfe thee to thy Face. This
Good Man Loft All, and for an Example of Parience and Refignation to
Future Ages. The Lord gave (fayshe) and the Lord hath Taken away,
Bleffed be the Name of the Lord. Herewas No Dathing of the Two Tables
one againft the Other, for an Office, ot an Egg at Eaffer, as the Fellow
{erv’d his Idol here. The Whole Sum of the Moralis in fhort, Comprized
inthe Old Saying : He that ferves God for Mony, will ferve the Dévil for Bet-
ter Wages.

Fas. CVL
A Doy Invited to Supper.

A Gentleman Invited a Friend to Supper with him, and the
L) Gentleman’s Dog was fo well Bred as to Invite the Friend’s
Dog to come for Company. The Dog came at his Hour, and
into the Kitchin he went, to fee what Geod Cheer was toward :
But as he was there, Wagging his Tayl,and Licking his Lips,
at the thought of what a Meal he was like to make on't, the
Roguy Cook got Slyly behind him, and Spoil'd the Jeft. He
took him up by the Taylat Unawares, and after a Turn or
Two in the Air, flung him out of the Window. So foon as
ever the Poor Devil had Recover'd the Squelch, away he Scam-
pers, Bawling like Mad, with I know not how many Prick:

Fard Curs at the Heels of him, toknow how he lik'd his
Welcome. Why truly, fayshe, they have given me as much B3

Drink as my Skinwill hold ; and it has made me fo Light-

Headed, I could not find the Right Way out of the Houfeagain. |

The MoraATL.

Love Me, Love my Dog, [as the old Proverb, and there’s fomewhat of
Good Manners, as well as of Good Nasure in't ; for there are certain Decen
cies of Refpeit due to the Servant for the Mafter’s [ake.

REFLEXION.

Tt looks well among Friends, when Mafters and Servants are all of a
piece. The Dog invites his Gueft, and the Cook throws him out of the
Window,and in fo doing, the Man fhew’d himfelf the Arranter Cur of the
Two; for it wasagainft Hofpitality and Good Manners {0 to do. There
is a Duty of Tendernefs and Good Nature, even towards Thofe Animals:
But when it came to the Worft at laft, the Dog had the Wit; we fee, t0
make the Beft of a Bad Game. Though ’twas an unmannerly, and an Il
Natur’d Frolick of the Cook all this while ; for the Ill Ufage of a Servant
isfome fort of Affront to his Mafter.

ZAfops FABLES.

101

Fasn CVIL
An €agle and a Man.

' A Man took an Eagle, Pelted her Wings, and put her a-

mong his Heis. Somebody came and bought This
and prefently New Feather'd her. She made a Flight at a
Hare, Trufsd it, and brought it to her Benefattor. A Fox
perceiving This, came and gavea Man a piece of Good Coun-
fel. Have a care, fays Reynard, of putting too much Confi-
dence in This Eagle ; for {he'll gonear, one time or other elfe,
to take You for a Hare. Upon this Advice the Man Plum’d
the Eagle once again.

The MoRrAL.

Perfons and Humours may be Fumbled and Difguis’d, but Natare is lik
Quickfilver, that will never bfz Kilbd. guisis bus Natare s ks

REFLEXION.

, Bos of Prey will be Birds of Prey fiill, at what Rate foever you Treat
em. So that there’s no Trulting of them: For when they have no longer
a Power to do Mifchief, the Will yet Remains. Here’s a Forc’d Moral
fora Forcd Fable: For the Fancy of it is againft Nature, and the Fiction
does not confift with it felf. Now to My Thinking This Application of it
lies the Fairer of the Two, .. That the Gratitude of the Eagle, in bring-
ing the Hare to her Maffer, may ferve to thew us, that the Wildeft and
Fierceft of Creatures may be Sweetn’d, and Reclaim’d by Benefits.

Fas. CVIIL
A ratber ahd his Song.

A Countryma that livd Handfomly in the World Him-
felf upon his Honeft Labour and Induftry, was defirous

- his Sons fhould do fo After Him; and being now upon his

Death-Bed : [My Dear Children ( fayshe) Ireckon my felf
Bound to tell you before I depart, that there is a Confiderable
Treafure Hid in my Vineyard. 'Wherefore pray be fure to Dig,
and fearch Narrowly for't when I am gone.] The Father Dyes,
and the Sons fall immediately to Work upon the Vineyard.
They turn'd it up over and over, and not one Penny of Mony

: to
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to be found there ; but the Profit of the Next \Entage Ex-
pounded the Riddle.

Thé Mogat.

Good Councel is the Beft Logacy a Father can leave to o Child, and it is fbill
the Better, when it is (o wraps up, as to beget a Curiofisy as well as an In-
clination to follow it. ’

REFLEXION.

Tuere’s No Wealth like That which comes by the Bleffing of God
izpon Honeft Labour and Warrantable Induftry. Here’s an Incitement to
an Induftrious Courfe of Life, by a Confideration of the Profit, the Inno-
¢cence and the Virtue of fuch an Application. There is one Great Comfort
in Hand, befide the Hope and Affurance of more to come. The very Ex-
ercife procures us Health, and Confequently All the Pleafures and Satisfacti-
onsthat Attend it. 'We have the Delight of Seeing and Reaping the Fruit
of our own Labour, and the Inward Joy of Contemplating the Benedictions
of Another World, that {hall be fuperadded to the Advantages of This.
/Efop very well underftood, that Naked Leffons and Precepts, have Nothing
the Force that Images and Parables have, upon our Minds and Affe@ions :
Befide, that the very Study to Unriddle aMyftery, furnifhesthe Memory
with more Tokens to Remember it by, A Tale in Emblem finks Deeper,
where the Life and Spirit of it is Infinuated by a kind of Biafs and Surprize.
Tt wasaTouch of Art in the Fatherto Cover his Medning in fuch a manner,
as to Create a Curiofity, and an Earneft Defire in his Soxs to find it out. And
it was alfo a Treble Advantage to thembefides ; for there was, 1 fay, Health
in the Exercife, Profit inthe Diftovery, and the Comfort of a Good Confcience
in Difcharging the Duty of a Filial Obedience.

Fas CIX.
A Fifhetman and his IPipe,

Fifberman that underftood Piping better then Netting, fet

himfelf down upon the Side of a River, and Touch’d his
Flute, but not a Fifh came near him. Upon,This, he laid down
his Pipeand Caft his Net, which brought him up a very Great
Draught. The Fifb fell a Frisking in the Net, and the Fy/berman
obferving it. ~What Sotts are Thefe (fays he) that would
not Dance when I play’d to'em, and will be Dancing now

without Mufick !
The Mor AL

There are Certain Rules and Methods for the Doing of All Things in This
World; and therefore let Every Man flick to the Bufinefs be nnder[tands,
and was brought up to, without making One Profeffion Iuterfere with Ano-
ther. RE-
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REFLEXION.

Trexe is a Proper Time and Seafon for Every Thing ; and Nothingcan
be more Ridiculous than the Doing of Things without a Due Regard to the
Circumftances of Perfons, Proportion, Time and Place.

Fas. CX.
A Fifherman’s Good Luck.

A Fifberman had been a Long while at work without Catch-
ing any thing, and fo in Great Trouble and Defpair, he
refolv'd to take up his Tackle and be gone: But in That very
Inftant a Great Fith Leapt into the Boat, and by Providence
made a Tolerable Day on't.

The MorAL:

Patience, Conftancy, and Perfeverance, in an Honeft Caufe and Duty, can
never fail of 4 Happy End, Oneway or Other,

REFLEXION.

TuaT which we commonly call Good Foriune, is properly, Providence,
and when Matters fucced Better with us by Accident, then we could pre-
tend to, by Skill, We ought to Afcribe it to-the Divine Goodnefs, asa
Bleffing upon Induftry. Itis Every man’s Duty to Labour in his Calling,
and not to Defpond, for any Mifcarriages or Difappointments, that were
not in his own Power to Prevent. Faith, Hope, and Patience, Overcome All
things, and Virtue can never fail of a Reward in the Conclufion. What
was it but This Conftancy and Refignation, that kept the Hearts of the
Poor Cavaliers from BreaKing, in the Tedious Interval of that Bloudy Re-
volution from Forty to Sixty; ’till at laft, the Banifh’d, and Perfecuted Son
of a Royal Martyr, was in God’s Good time brought back again and Plac’d
upon the Throne of his Anceftors, which Crown’d the Sufferings of All
his Loyal Subjets. ‘The Fifherman’s waiting in his Calling, bids us Per«
fevere in our Duties, and the Lucky Hit he had in the Conclufion, tells us
that Honeft Endeavours will not fail of a Reward.

Faz CXL
Lavge IPromiless

’ I ‘Here was a Poor Sick Man, thataccording to the Courfe
of the World, when Phyficians had given him over, be-

took himfelf to hisPrayers,and Vow’d a Sacrifice of a Thouofand
xen
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Oxen ready down upon the Nail, to either Apollo, or Zfculapi-
us, which of the Two would deliver him from This Difeafe.
Ah my Dear (fays his Wife) Have a care what You Promife;
for where would you have Thefe Oxen if you fhould Recover?
Sweet Heart (fays he) thou talk’t like a Fool. Have the Gods
Nothing ele to do, doft think, than to leave their Bus'nefs,
and come down to Sue me in an Aétion of Debt? They Re-
ftor’d him however for that Bout, to make Tryal of his Hone-
fty and Good Faith. He was no fooner up, but for want of Li-
ving Oxen, he made out his Numbe:-upon Pafte, and Offer’d
them up in Form upon an Altar. For this Mockery, Divine
Vengeance puifu’d him, and he had an Apparition came to
him in 2 Dream, that bad him go and Search in fuch a Place
near the Coaft, and he fhould find 2 Confiderable Treafure ;
Away he went, and as he was looking for the Mony fell into
the Hands of Pyrates. He begg'd hard for his Liberty, and
Offerd a Thoufand Talents of Gold for his Ranfome ; but
they would not Truft him, and fo he was carried away, and
fold afterwards as a Slave for as many Groats.

The MorAL.

The Devll was Sick, the Dev’lla Monk would be ;
The Dev’ll was Well, the Dev’ll a Monk was He.

REFLEXION

Tsrs Fable appliesit felf to Thofe that Promife more in their Adverfity
than they either Intend, or areable to make good in their Profperity ; but
thiey muft not think to bring themfelves off at 1aft witha Conceit ; for in

the Sight of God, an Equivocating Juggling Sham, is as much as aGrofs, :

Downright Lye.
*Tis the Pratice of the World for People in Diftrefs to ferve God and

Man in Several Refpedts, both Alike: That is to fay, when they lie under [

afy Heavy Affliction, or Propofe to themfelves any Confiderable Advan-
tage, and find they have Need of Anothers Help ; how do they Beg, Vow,
Promife, Sollicite, Swear, Sign and Seal, and yet Confcious to Themfelves
all this while, that they neither Intend, nor are able to malke One Article
Good? Wickednefs comes on by Degrees, as well as Virtue ; and Sudden
Teaps from one Extream to Another, are Unnatural Motions in the Courfe
of our Livesand Humours. Here’s firft a Rafhand a Knavifh Promife; for
the Promifer knew he was not able to make it Good. When he has broken
the Ice, he Advances, from Cozening of Ged, to.makeSport with him, and
pays him with Pafte for Flefh: But Vengeance Overtook him in the Con-

cldfion, and gave him to Underftand, that God will not be Mocked. The §
Moral of This Sick Man, is the Cafe of Every Soul of us in the Making | -
and the Breaking of our Vows. Fas |
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Fas CXIL,
Fithermen Difappointed,

gOme Fifbermen that had been Outa Whole Day witha Drag-
1) Net, and Caught Nothing, had a Draught toward the Eve-
ning, that came home very heavy, .which put-‘em in hope of a
Sturgeon at leaft, but upon bringing the Net afhore, it prov’d
to be Only One Great Stone, and a few Little Fifhes. Upon
this Difappointment they were Down in theMouth again ; but
fays One of the Company that wasa Little Graver then-the
Reft, Youare to Confider, my Mafters, that Joy. and Sorrow
are Two Sifters that follow Ofie Another by I}ilms. e

The MOR AL

- MOur I;rtrchaﬁ: in jln': Warld‘ Alth(t“dﬂ Catchini; a Tartar, as e
~" fay, but it is fome Comfort yer to,Confider, that.when Things are at the
Worft.they'll Mend. : : : Ca

REFLEXION

Hopes and Difappointments are the Lot and Entertainment of Humane
Life; The One ferves to keep us from Prefumption, the Other from De-
fpair. This Fable bids us wait the Seafons of Divine Providence, with Pati-
ence and Perfgyerance, in the Dutiesof ourCalling : What Difficulties, and
Temporary Bifcouragements foever we may Encounter in the Way ; but
as we are not to Defpond on the One Haind, of reapingir God’s good time,
the Fruit of our Honeft Endeavours: So neither are we, on the Other
hind, to lay more Stref$’ upon the Event of Things, ‘at Beft, then the
Matter will bear : That. is to-fay, weatero Compute, that upon Ballaric-
ing the Account, the Profit atlaft, will hagdly Counteryail the Inconveni-
ences that goalong with it.’ S )
 The Fifbermar’s Cafein the Fable s thany a man’s Cafe in the World ;
as with a Wife for the Purpofe, with an Office; with an Eftate, with a Coutt-
Commiffion: He's fain toTug Hard for’t before he can Gatch it, and Mea-
fures the Bleffing all the while by the Difficulty of Obtaining it.. And
what's the Purchafe at laft when he comesto Caft up his Account, but Grear
Stones and Listle Fifbes? His only Comfortis, That ths Worldwill not Laft
slways ; and that Good Luck, and Bad Luck take their Turns.

Fas. CXIII
. Death and an Pl Pan.. R
N Old Manthat had Traveld a Great Way tunder a Huge
Burden of Sticks found himifélf fo Weary, that he caft it
P Down,
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Down, and calld upon Death to Deliver him from a more Mife-
rable Life. Death came prefently at his Call, and Asked him
his Bus'nefs. Pray Good Sir, fays he, Do me but the favour to
Help me up with my Burden again.

The MoxrarL,

Mew call upon Deathy, as they do upon the Devil: When he comes they're afraid
of him.

REFLEXION.

*T'1s Matter of Cuftom, and in Paffion, rather thenin Barneft, that Men
in Pain and Mifery are fo ready to call for Death: For when he comes, they
wifh hirh away again. Itmay be faid to be the Motto of Humane Nature,
rather to Suffer then to Die, though ’tis Good however to be always ready
for That which Mult come at Laft. The Doétrine is This, That Skin,
and, Allthat 2 man has, will hegive for bis Life. We are apt to Pick Quar-
rels with the World for Every Little Foolery. Every Trivial Crofs makes
us think we are Weary of the World; but our Tongues run quite to Ano-
ther Fune when-we come once to parting with it in Earneft. Then, ’tis
Call the Dottor, Pothecary, Surgeon ; Pu.rge, Flux, Launce, Burn, Saw :
’ll Endure Any Thing in This World, if you can but keep Life and Soul
together. When it comes to That once, ‘tis not Help me Of with my
Burthen, but Help me Up with it

Fas. CXIV )
A Dortop and Patient with Sore Eyes. @

Phyfiian Undertakesa Woman with Sore Eyes, upon
the Terms of No Cure No Money. His Way wasto Dawb
’em quite up with Oyntments, and while fhe was in That
Pickle, to carry offa Spoon or a Porringer, or fomewhat or
Other, at the End of his Vifit. The Woman’s Eyes Mended,
and ftll as fhe came More and More to her felf again, there

was Every Day lefs and lefs left in the Houfe to be feen. The |

Dotfor cameto her at laft, and told her; Miftre(s, fays he, I
have Difcharg'd my Part, Your Eyes are perfectly Well again,
and pray let me be Paid now according to Our Agreement.
Alas, Sir, fays fhe, 'ma Great deal Worfe then I was the
Firft Minute you Undertook me ; for I could fee Plate, Hang-
ings, Paintings, and Other Goods of Value about my Houfe,
’till You had the Ordering of me ; but I am now ‘brought to
fuch a Pafs, that I can fee nothing at all. r

The
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"The Mowar,

There are Few Gabd Offices Hone for Other People, which the chﬂsza;-"“,;lbé,-
not hope to be the Better for Himfelf.

REFLEXION.

Trrs Fancy is Half Knavery, Half Humour, and the Door’s Part in’t
is no more then according to the Common Pra&tice of the World, in Law,
as well as in Phyfick, when People make the Remedy Worfe then the
Difeafe; as when a Man fpends the Fee Simple of an Eftate in a Conteft
for the Title. The Barber that Pick’d the Gentleman’s Pocket while he
was Wathing of his Face, Wrote after this Copy. Tt Moral holds forth
"This Matter of Advice to ts, not to Contra&t any Obligations Rafhly ;
for Good Offices in courfeare tather Baits, and Snares, then Benefits ; ‘and
there are fome Certain People, thata Sober Man would not Venture the
being Beholden to. ThePoor Woman here, had her Jeft for her Houfhold-
Stuff’; and the Vain Satisfation of paying her Phyfician witha Conceit
for his Money. - It Minds. me" of the Orator that was to ‘Teach a.Young
Man Rhetorick, on Conditiot’ of Double Pay upon the PerfeCting of him
in his Profeffion, and not a Penny before ; ‘The Mafter follow’d his Scholar
Clofe, and camie to him at laft for his Money, according to the Bargain ;
The Young Fellow begg’d him over and over toForbear it a while, but
could not Prevail. He told hirh Then, that there was nothing Dueto him ;
for if Rhetorick be (as you fay ) the Art or Power of Perfuafion ;and if:
cannot prévail with you to forbear your Money, Iam not Mafter of my
Trade yet. This was the Woman’s Way of Reafoning with the Phyfician.
"The Dottor would have his Money for the Curing of her Eyes, and the
‘Woman fhuff’d it off that fhe wasnot Cur’d, for fhe could fee nothing at
all, which was One Fallacy upon Another.

Fas CXV.
A Cat and Wice.

THere was 2 Houfe mightily troubled with AMice, and a No-
table Cat there was, that Time after Time had Pick'd up

fo Many of "em, that they agreed among themfelves to keép a-
bove in the Cieling ; for they found that upon the Plaini Floor
there was No Living for em. This Spoil'd Pifi’s Spoit, unlefs
{he could find a way to Trepan them Down again: So the Ledpt
up toa Pin that was driven intothe Wall, and there Hung like
a Pole-Cat in a Warren, to Amufe them. The Mice took No-
tice of it, and One Wifer then the reft Stretched out his Neck
to learn the Truth of the Matter, and fo foon as ever he fouid
P how
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how ’twas. Ah, fays he, You may Hang there till Your Heart
Akes ; for if you were buta Difh-Clout, as you are a Counter-
feiting-Devil of a Cat, here’s not a Creature will come Near ye,

The MorarL.

Let no Man lay himfelf at the Mﬂ’ of a known Enemy under any Shew, or
" Pretence Whatfoever ; for he forfeits his Diferetion, even though he fhould
bappen to Save bis Carcafs, and his Fortane.
s [
REFLEXION

WHAT We caririot Compafs by Force, muft be brought about by Ins
vention, and Addrefs, but then.on the Other hand, in All Cafes of Hazzard,
Things would bé well Weigh'd and Examin’d before we Truft. This Fa.
ble is the Fittion of a Cafe not Altogether Incredible. *Tis a Common
Thing for an Old Jade to Counterfeic Lame, for fear of Hard Riding: For
a Duck to run Flapping and Fluttering away, as if fhe were Maim’d, to
carry People from her Young: as there’s a Story of a Fox that was Hard
Hunted, and Hung himfelf up by the Teeth ina Warren among the Vermin
to put the Dogsto a Lofs. Without any more Words, Twenty Inftances
might be given to fhew how near That which we call Impulfe, or Infltint,
comes to Reafon: For the Cars Policy was no Other in truth, then That we
call Sleeping Dog-Sleep : And there was the very fame Fore-thought, and

Defign in’t too, which in a Confiruction of Law and Equity paffes for
Malice Prepenfe. -

Fas. CXVIL
"An dpe and a Fop.

Pon the Deceafe of a Lyon of Late Famous Memory, the
Beafts Met in Council to Chufe a King. There were
Several Put up; but One wasnot of a Make for a King, Ano-
ther Wanted either Brains, or Strength, or Stature, or Hu-
mour, or fomething elfe ; but infine, the Buffoon-Ape with his
Grimaces and Gamboles, carry’d it from the Whole Field by
1 know not how many Voices. The Foz ( being one of the
Pretenders ) Stomach’d it Extreamly to fee the Choice go
againft him, and prefently Rounds the New-Ele in the Ear,
with a piece of Secret Service that he could do him. Sir, fays
he, 1 have Difcoverd fome Hidden Treafure Yonder : But s

a Royalty that belongs to Your Majefty, and I have nothing’

to do with it. So he Carry’d the Ape to take Pofleffion : And
what thould This Treafure be, but a Bait in a Ditch. The

Ape u

Zfops F ABLES.

Ape lays his Hand upon’t, and the Trap fprings and Catches
him by the Fingers. 4b Thou Perfidiows Wretch, cries the
Ape! Or thou fimple Prince, rather; replles the,Foz. You a
Governour of Others, witha Vengeance, that han’t Wit enough
to look to your own: Eingers:

“The Mo rAL
¥

Governowrs [bould be Men of Bufinefs rather them Pleafure. There's One
Great ‘Folly in Making an' Il Choice of 4 Ruler, and Another in thé dc-
ceptance of it for it Expofes Authority to Scorn.

v REFLEXION. o

Rasuness, and Want of Confideration, is ever Unfortunate. Men
{hould not take a Charge upon them that they are not Fit for ; as if Sing-
ing, Dancing, and Shewing of Tricks, were Qualifications for a Governor.
Baudoin fays, that this Fable, fhews not only the Eavy and Malignity of
the Fox; but the Imprudence of the Eletors in the Choice of Minifters
and Officers, that are not made for Bus’nefs. _Here’s firft an 4pe made a
King, for (hewing Tricks, and making Fools Faces: And the Fox is then
to put a Slur upon him, in Expofing him for Sport, to the Scorn of the
People. L )

I—ll)ere’s an Ape chofen Kjng, in Succeffion to a Lyon ; which ftands for
a Short, and a Plain Reprefentation of the Beft and the Worft of Goveri-
ments under the Dignity of the One, and the Indigpity of the Other. It
fets forth the Cafe and Unhappinefs of Eleitive Kjngdoms, where Can-
vaffing and Faftion hascommonly too great 2 hand in the Ele€tion. Nor
is there any Wonder, to fee Drolls and Tumblers Advanc’d to Charges of
Honor and Profit, where Ignorance and Popularity {ways the Choice:
And nothing fo it as an Ape, for a Commiffion of State, where a Gam-
bole, or a Grimace, paffes for a Qualifying Title to the Exercife of *
Power. .

It is no Wonder again, where People are fo Miftaken in the Faculties
and Capacities of Government, that they depart alfo from the Venerati-
on that’s due to’t ; and when the Main Endsof it {hall come to be Difap-
pointed. For every Fack-Padding with £fop’s Fox here, will be Ri-
diculing Palpable Weaknefles, and Expofing thofe ‘( almoft Sacred) Im-
perfections, and Defefts which they ought to Cover, What's a Chara-
€&er of Honor upon the Shoulders of a Man that has neither a Soul An-
fwerable to’t, nor a TrueSenfe of the Dignity, buta Mark fet up for every
Common Fool to fhoot his Bolt at ! When Apes are in Power, there wilk
never want Foxes to Play upon them.
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Fas. CXVIL
A Smith and his Dog,

Blackfmith took Notice of a Cur he had, that would be

perpetually Sleeping, fo long as his Mafter was at his
Hammer ; but whenever he went to Dinner, the Dog would
be fure to make One. So he Ask'd the Dog the Reafon on’t.
What's the Meaning of it, fays he, that fo long as I'm dt the
Forge, youare ftill taking your Nap; but fo foon asmy Chops
begin to Walk, yours muft be Walking too for Company ?
There’s a Time toSleep (lays the Dog) and a Time tg Wake;
and Every thing is Well done that is done in Due Seafon.

The MoraAL.

Al Creatares do Naturally look to the Main Chance; shas is to [3), the
Bus'nefs of Food and Propagation. _

REFLEXION.

TuaTt which Men do by Reafon, Beafts do by Inftin&. There’s No
Living without Food and Reft; and Nature appoints the Seafon, both
for the One, and for the Other. A Dog Wakes to his Dinner, as a Man
that’s to Travel next day, does for his Journey, and his Bus'nefs. He lies
down to Sleep with the Hour in’s Head, and when the Time comes, he
needs neither Clock nor Cock to call im. Cuftom puts Nature into a
Method of Expefting, and Attending all the Offices of Life at fuch and fuch
Certain Hours and Seafons, as weare us'd to: And there needed no more
then This, to make the Mafter's Dining Time, the Dog’s Waking Time.

Fas. CXVIL

A Boafting Pule.

Here was a Favourite- Mule, that was High Fed, and in the

Pride of Fleth and Mettle, would ftill be Bragging of his
Family,and his Anceftors. My Father (fays he) wasa Courfer,
and though I fay it that fhould not fay’t, I my felf take after
him. He had no fooner {poke the Words, but he was put to the
Tryalof his Heels, and did not only fhew himfelf a Jade ; but
in the very Heat of his Oftentation, his Father fell a Braying,
which Minded him of his Original, and the Whole Field made
Sport on't, when they found him to be the Son of an Af3.

The

Zfopps FABLES.

I1I

The MorAL."

A Bragging Fool that’s Rais’d out of & Dupghill, akd ﬁt.( up for o Mir of
Qualiy, is Afban’d of Nothing in This World but of his Own Father.

REFLEXION.

T s touches the Cafe of Thofe Mean Upftarts, that when they come
once to be Preferrd, forget their Fathers, and have not the Wit to Confi-
der, how foon Fortune may fet them Down again where fhe tpok’emup ;
but yet at laft, when they come to be minded of their Original, it makes
many a Proud Fool fenfible of aScandalous Extraétion, that hasno Shame
at all for a Scandalous Life.

*Tis hardly fafe to Defcant upon a Boafting Mule, in a Fable, when there
are fo many of his Brethren in the World, that will Take it to Themfelves.
Nay and Over and Above: the Self-conceited Vanity of Thefe Brates,
there are none o forward neither, to Befpatter Men of Bloud and Quality,
as thofe that have moft Reafon to be Afham’d of their Défcent: This’PtitXe
of PedigreeisEafily run ddwn; if there be not Power Joynd to the Often-
tation : But where there is Authority-given to the Folly, 'as well as to the
Fool, the Indignation that it raifes makes the Infolence Infuppottable:
Nothing Dafl’d the Confidence of the Mule like the Braying of the Afs
in the very Interim, whilé he was Dilating upon his Genealogy. As who
fhould fay, Remember your Father, Sirrah, This comes to the Cafe of a
Spaniard,” that was Wonderful}y upon the Huff about his Extraétion, and
would needs Prove himfelf of fuch a Family by the Spelling of his Name;
a Cavalier in the Company, with whom hehad the Controverfy, very Ci-
villy yielded him the Point ; for (fays he) Thave Examin’d the Records
of acertain Houfe of Correftion, and I find your Grandfather was Whipt
there by That Name. Wehave in fine a World of Boaffing Mules among
us, that don’ccare for being Minded of their Braying Fathers : But tis the
Fate of Thefe Vain-Glorious Fops to-be ‘Thus Met’ withal, and'your
Counterfeit Men of Honor feldom Come off better ; (Wherefore let every
‘Man look well about him before he boafts of his Pedigree, to make fure

that there be not an Afft in the Family. -

Fas CXIX.
A Dy and 4 TWolE,

A Wolf took a Dog flapping at his Mafter’s Door, and when
4 A he was Jutt about to Worry 'him, the Poor Creature
beg'd hard only for a Reprieve. Alas (fays he) I'm asLean at
prefent as Carrion; but we have a Wedding at our Houfe
within thefe Two or Three Days, that will Plump me up
you fhall fee with Good Chear. ' Pray have but Patience till
Then, and when I'm in a Little Better Cafe, I'll throw my

o felf
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" felf in the very Mouth of ye. The Wolf took his Word, and
fo let him go’; but paffing fome Few Days after by the fame
Houte again, he {py’d the Dog in the Hal/, and bad him Re.
rember his Promife. Heark ye, my Friend, fays the Dog;
Whenever you Catch me Afleep again, on the Wrong fide of
the Door never Trouble your Head to Wait for a Wedding.

The MoxraL.

E ¥i Warlu wipon miny. Brases move than upon Somd.Mm"' They are
bxgjt Ite: Zee Gul’d tﬁice with the fume Trick ; And at the Woxft; s Bad Shift
is Better than None. ol ER WS .

o "REFLEXION. _

! SR .
" XTxs good to Provide againft All Chances both Sleeping arnd Waking ;
for‘aMagn cannot be too Circumfpet, upon Condition on:the other hand,
that his Caution do not make him Over-follicitous. Paft-Bangers make
us Wifer for the Future; As the'Dog, afierhe had been fnape‘ar the Door,
had. the Wit to.lie in the Hall;: which tells us that a Wife Body is not .16
bgtCaught T'wice by. the fame-Snare and Trick.: . His Proniifeto the Woif
was a kind of a-Dog-Cafe. of ‘Cdnfelence, and the Woif play’d the Fool isi F:
king his Word,_for That which he wasnotoblig’d to Perform. .. ..

; ﬁAB CXX.. . ‘
YA . A Lpon,and 2 Bull, | B
YN the Days of Yore, when Bulls liv'd upon Mutton, there
wasa Ly had a Defign upon a Mighty Bufl, and gave

him a very Civil Invitation to come and Sup with him ; fof,
fayshe, I have gotten a Sheep, and you muft needs take Part

ont. The Bull Promis'd, and Went ; but fo foon as ever g

he faw whata Clutter there was with Huge, Over-grown
Pots, Pans, and Spits, away he {cowr’d Immediately. 'The

Lyon prefently calld after him, and Ask’d him, Whither in |

Juch Hafte 2 Oh, fays the Bull, "tis High Time for me to be

Jogging, when I fee fuch Preparation: for this Provifion f
looks as if you were to have a Bull for your Supper, rather &

then a Muston. -

ST

B

The MoxAL.

" When & Mar' has both an Intereft and an-Inclination to Betgsy us, therés §

No Trufting him.

RE |
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REFLEXION.

Tuere’s No Trufting to the Fair Words and Countenances of Bloud
Men: He’s fure to be Ruin’d that lays himfelf at the Mercy of Thofe that
Live upon the Spoil. ~ Their very Complements are Snares ; as the Lyow’s
Tavitation of the B«/ to Sup with him, was but the Cover of a Defignhe
had to Sup upon the B/ himfelf.

Fas CXXIL
A'Lyon in Lobe.

" Lyon in Love with a Country Lafs, and defir'd her Fa-
ther’s Confent to have her in Marriage. The Anfier he
gave was Churlith enough. He'd never Agreeto’the faid, upon
any Terms, to Marry his Daughter toa Beaft. The Lyon gave
him a Sour Look upon't, which brought the Bumkin, upon Se-
cond Thoughts, to firike up a Bargain with him, upon thefe
Conditions : that his Teeth fhould be Drawn, and his Nails
Par'd ; for Thofe were Things, he faid, that the Foolith Girl -
was Terribly afraid of. The Lyon fends for a Surgeon imme-
diately to do the Work ; (as what will not Love make a Body
do?) Andfo foon as ever the Operation was Over, he goes
and Challenges the Father upon his Promife. The Country-
man feeing the Lyon Difarm'd, Pluck’d up a Good Heart, and
witha Swinging Cudgel fo order’'d the Matter, that he brake
off the Match.
: The Morar.

An Extravagant Love, confults neither Life, Fortune, nor Reputation, bus
Sacrifices Al that can be Dear 10 4 Man of Senfe and Honour, to the
Tranfports of an Inconfiderate Paffion.

REFLEXION.

. Trms Fable will look well enough in the Moral, how Fantaftial foever
It may appear at firt Blufh, in the Lines and Traces of it. Here’s a
Beaft in Love with a Virgin ; which is but a Reverfe of the Prepofterous
Paffions we meet with Frequently in the World, when Reafonable Crea-
tures of Both Sexes fall in love with Thofe, that in the Allufion may (al-
moft without a Figure) pafs for Beafts. There’s Nothing fo Fierce, or fo
Savage, but Love will Soften it ; Ni othing fo Generous, but it will Debauch
it; Nothing fo tharp-fighted in Other Matters, but it throws a Mift before
the Byes on’t. It puts the Philofopher befide his Latin; and to fum up
Allin‘a Lictle, where This Paffion Domineers, neither Honour, nor Vir-
tue,
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tue, is able to ftand before it. The Lyons parting with his Teeth, and his
Clawes, in a Complement is to his New Miftrefs, is no more then what we
fee Every Day Exemplify’d in the Cafe of making over Eftates and Joyn-
tures, with the Malice Prepenfeall this While of holding thieir Nofes to che
Grindftone, and with the Girls Father here, of Jilting them at laft:

Fas CXXIL
A Lyone(g and a For.

Numerous Iffue paffes in the World for a Bleffing ; and

. This Confideration made a Fox caft it in the Teeth of

a Lyonefs, that fhe brought forth but One Whelp at a time.
Very Right, fays the Other, but then That Oneisa Lyon.

The MoRA L.

Tis « Common Thing to Value things more by she Number, then by the Ex.
cellency of them. . :

REFLEXION.

. 'Tuere are more Foolsin the World then Wife Men, and fore Knaves
then Honeft Men ; fo that .it is not Number, but Excellency, that In-
hances the Valge of Any thing, The moft copious Writers are commonly
the Arranteft Scribléts; and in fo much Talking, the Tongue isapt torun

before-the Wit: In Many Words there is Folly, but a Word in Seafon is like § i

_Apples. of Gold in Pictures of Silver : Says the Oracle of Truth it felf. And
we have it from the fame Authority, that our very Prayers, when they are
Loud and Long, are in the Sight of Heaven no better then fo much Babbling ;
and that they they have more in them of Hypocrify and Oftentation, then
of Affe@tionand Judgment. The Great Creator of the Univerfe, whofe

fingle FI AT was fufficient to have made Ten Thoufand Worlds in the §
Twinkling of an Eye, Allowed himfelf Six Days yet for the Finifhing of £

his Purpofe : Paus’d upon Every Days Work, Confider'd of it, Review'd
it, and Pronounc’d it Good, and fo Proceeded. Right Reafon Moves, in
fome Proportion, by the fame Steps and Degrees with This Inimitable

Example: It Deliberates, Projets, Executes, Weighs, and Approves,
Nature does Nothing in a Huddle, and Human Prudence fhould Govern 8

it felf by the fame Meafures. A Plurality of Voices, ’tistrue, carriesthe
Quieftion in all our Debates, but rather as an Expedient for Peace, then
an Evition of the Right ; for there are Millions of Errors to one Reafon,
and Truth; And a Point is not fo Eafy to be. Hit: Ina Word, the Old
Saying is a fhrewd One ; that Wife Men Propofe, and Fools Determine.
Take the World to pieces, and there are a thoufand Sots to one Philofor
pher : and as many Swarms of Flyes to One Eagle. Lyous do not come
into the World in Litsers.

Zjoys FABLES.

Fas CXXIIL
Two Cocks Fighting.
, Wo Cocks fought 2 Duel for the Maﬁérjf” of a Dunglu\l

' He that was Worfted, {lunk away info ‘a Cotne

‘Hid himfelf ; T other takes his Flight up to'thé"Top of th
Houfe, and there with Crowing and Clappirg”of his Wings
makes Proclamation of his Vi€tory.” An Eagl thade a Stoop at

him in the Middle of his Exultation; ard carry’®him awiy. -

By This Accident; the Other Coek had a Good' Riddance’.of

his Rival; took Poffeffion of the Province the‘ytfaﬁt_ended for,

and had all his Miftreffes to Himfelfagain.,"" ' ~*, """
The Mor A L.

- it L d
A Wife, and a Generons Enemy will make a Modeft Ufe of a Vittory ; for
Fortune is Variable. . Cot Ny e s

REFLEXION. '

Tris Combat of Two Cocks for a Danghil, may be Moraliz’d by an
Application of it to the Competition of the Greateft Princes, for Empire
and Dominian.  For what's the World :more then a Mafsiof Dirt on the
Qne hand,.as to the Subje&t of the Qx.ar;zr;’ and therglsthe fame Thirfk
of Blood too, betwixt the Combatants, ron the Other.. We haveagain;the

-Various Chance of War Exhibited on Both Sides; For ’tis with Kjngs, as

with Thefe Cocks. He that’sa Vi€tor This Moment, may beaSlave:the
Next: And this Volubility of Human Affairs, what is it:but eithigr the

Sport, or the Judgment of Providence, in the Punifhment:of Arragasice

and Oppreffion ! We are given finally to Underftand, that as the Levity
of Fortune leaves us Nothing to Trujt to, of to Prefume upon, {o atithe
fame Time there’s Nothing to Defpair of; .. The Conguering Cock was Cut
off in the very Song of his Triumph : apdthe Conguer'd ye:inftated i the
Poffeffion of his former Pretences: ) ; : :

FAB.

.

,
(
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Fas CXXIV.'
A fam dnd 4 Stag,

Fawn was Reafoning the Matter with a Stag, why he
4\ fThould run away from the Dogs ftill ; for, fays he, you
are Bigger and Stronger then They.: If you have a-Mind to
ftand, y’are better Arm’d ; and then y’are Fleeter if you'll Run
for't. Ican’t Imagine what .hould. make you fo Fearful of a
Company of Pityful Cuts. Nay, fays the Stag; ’tis All True
that you fay, and 'tis no more then Ifay tomy felf Many
Times, and yet whatever the Matter is; let me take up what
Refolutions I pleafe, when I hear the Hounds once, I cannot
but betake my felf to my Heels.

o The Moxr AL

"T4s One thing to Kpow whit we ought to do, and Another thing 1o Execate
it 5 and to bring up our Practice to our Phslofophy : He that 4 naturally s
Coward is not to be made Valiant by Councel:

REFLEXION.

NaTturar Infirmities ate well nighi Infuperable; dnd-Men that are
Cowards by Complexion, are hardly ever to be made Valiant by Difcourfé
But They are Confcious yet of the Scandal of ‘that Weaknefs, and may
make a fhift perhaps to Reafon themfelves now dnd then into a kind of
Temporary Refalution, which they have not the Power afterwards to go
Thorough 'with, ‘We find it to be much the fame Cafe in the Government
of our Affe&ions and Appetites, that it is in"“Thefe Bodily Frailies of
Temperament and Complexion.” Providence has Arm’d us with Powers
and Faculties, fufficient for the Confounding all the Enemies we have to
Encounter. We have Life and Death before us : That is to fay, Good
and Bvil; And ‘we know which is which too: Befide that it is at our
Choice to Take or to Refufe. So that we underftand what we ought to
do; but when we come to Deliberate, we play Booty againft our felves:
And while our Judgments and our Confciences dire€t us One Way, our
Corruptions Hurry us Another. This Stag, in fine, is a Thorough Em-
blem of the State and Infirmity of Mankind. We are Both of us Arm’d
and Provided, either for the:Combat, or for Flight. We fee the Danger;
we Ponder uponit; and now and then by Fits, take up fome Faint Refo-
lutions to Qutbrave and break thorough it : But in the Conclufion, we
fhrink upon the Trial ; We betake our felves from our Heads to our Heels ;
from Reafon to Flefh and Blood ; from our Strength to our Wealkneffes,
and fuffer under One Common Fate.

FAB.
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Fas CXXV.
Jupfter and a Bee.

' Bee made Jupiter a Prefent of a Pot of Honey, which

was fo kindly Taken, that he bad her Ask what fhe
would, and it fhould be Granted her. The Bee defir'd, that
wherever fhe fhould fet her Sting, it might be Mortal. fupiter
was loth to leave Mankind at the Mercy of a Little Spiteful
Infet, and fo bad her have a care how fhe Kill'd any Body ;
for what Perfon foever fhe Attacqud; if fhe left her Sting be-
hind her, it fhould coft her Her Life.

The MorAL.

Spiteful Prayers are no bebter then Curfes in 4 Dij:'guiﬁ and the Grasiting
Pl)fftllim tarns commonly tothe Mifchief of the Pesssioner. ¢

REFLEXION.

CgrutLTy and Revenée are dire€tly contrary to the very Nature of
the Divine Goodnefs, and the Mifchief that is Defign’d for Other People
returns commonly upon the Head of the Author. ,

How many Men are there in the World, that put up as Malicious Prayers
in Chriftian Affemblies to the True God, asthe Bee does to Jupiter here in
the Fable! And Prayers too againft their very Patrons and Mafters; their
Benefattors, that Entertdih, Feed, and Proteét them. Will Heaven Hear
Thefe Prayers, fhall wethink, (o Curfes rather) and not Punifh them?
This Bee did not Pray for 4 Power toill, without a Previous Difpofition
and Defign toaﬁut that Venemous Power. in Execution. She had Mifchief
itt her Heart already, and only Wanted fore Deftru@tive Faculty, anfwe-
rable to her Will: And fo pray’d t6 Jupiter, as Men do in many Cafes to
the Jehovah, for the Blefling of an Ability to Commit Murder.

Fas. CXXVL
E@alps in a Donep-JPot.

THere was a Whole Swarm of Wafps got into a Honey-Pot,
A and there they Cloy'd and Clammd themfelves, till
there was no getting Out again ; which brought them to Un-
derftand in the Conclufion, that they had paid Dear for their
Sweet-Meats,

The
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The Mor AL

Loofe Pleafures become Nece[Jary toUs by the Frequent Ufe of them, and
when they come once to be Habitual, there’s no gerting Clear again,

REFLEXION. ST

. i R

. Tusse Wafps in a Honey-Por, are fo many Senfual Men At are Plung’d
in their Lufts and Pleafures ; and when they are once Glu'd §6 ,théih_' ’tisa
véry Hard ‘Matter to Work themfelves Out.  We have ant' Embleth-here
of thofe Foolifh Valuptuous Men, that Sacrifice the Peace; the: Honour,
the Comfort, and all other Subftantial Satisfations of Lifé; to the Femp
tation of a Liquorifh Palate. :And fofor the Liberties of Wine, Women,
Feafting, and Jolly Company.;: The Pomp and Splendoy’ of Courts and
Parades, &e. It comes All to the fame Point; for when: Men are once
Dipt; what with the Engagements of Senfe, Cuftom, Facility; Nay and I
might have faid, with the very Shame of Departing from what they have
given themfelves upto, they go on with £fp’s Flyes, till they are Stifled
. 1n'their very Pleafures. e o ’

Fas CXXVIL
o A poung @an and 2 Siallow,
A Prodigal Young Felloi that had fold his Cloths to his very

Shirt; upon the Sight of a Swallow that came before hér
Time, made Account that Summer .was now at Hand, and
away went That too. There happen’d after This, a Fit of
Bitter Cold Weather, that almoft ftarv’d both the Bird, and
the Spendthrift. Well (fays the Fellow to Himfelf) This Sat
of a Swallow has been the Ruin of us Both. UEE

The MoraL.

Extraordinary Cafes are Excepted out of the General Rales of Life: So that
Trregular Accidents and Infbances are not %0 be drawn into Prefident.

REFLEXION.

Every ManStands or Fallsto his Own Reafon ; and it is No Excufe to
fay that I was Mifled by Example, or Conjetture, when I had the Means
before me of Informing my felfP Better. If This Prodigal had but Confulted
the Almanack, orhisown Experience, it would have fet him Right in the
Courfe of theSeafons, or the Old Proverb Methinks might have fatisfy’d him,
that One Swallow makes no Summer, Unlefs the Fable percharice fhould fall
out to be the Ancienter of the Two, and the Occafion of that Proverb: But
thereare Certain Extravagants among People of all Sizes and Profeffions,and
there muft be no Drawing of General Rules from Particular Exceptions.
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Fas CXXVIIL
Mercury and a Carpentet.,

' A Carpenter dropt his Ax into a River, and put up a Prayer

to Mercurytohelp him to’tagain. Mercury Div'd for’t, and
brought himupa Golden One : but That wasnot it, the Fellow
f2id : And fo he Plung'd a Second Time, and Fetch’d up Ano-
ther, of Silver. He faid That was not it neither. He try’d once
again, and then Up comes an Ax witha Wooden Handle,which
the Carpenter faid, was the very Tool that he had Loft. Well!
(fays Mercury) thou art fo Jufta Poor Wretch, that I1l give thee
All Three now for thy Honefty. This Story was got into Every
body’s Mouth, and the. Rumour being Spread, it came into 2
Knave’s Head to Tty the Same Experiment over again. And fo
away goes, He, and Down he Sits, Sniv’ling and Yelping upon
the Bank of a River, that he hiad Dropt his Ax intothe Water
there. Mercary that was dt hand it feems, heard his Lamenta-
tion, and Dipping once dgain for his Ax, as he had done for
the Other ; up hebrings him @ Golden Ax, and Asksthe Fel-
low if That were it. Yes, Yes, fays he; Thisisit. Oh thou
Impudent Sot, cries Mercury ; to think of putting Tricks upon
Him that fees through the very Heart of thee.

The MorAL.

The Great Searcher of our Hearts is not to be Impos®d upon, but he will take
his Own Time either to Reward or Punifb.

REFLEXION.

Heaven Hates Diffemblers, and Hypocrites, as it Loves Men of Truth
and Integrity. He that fancies he can Impofe upon Fupirer takes him for
a Cully. T

Ba{{dnin Moralizes the Matter thus; that Mercary’s called upon, and
Sent as the Patron of Artizans. 'The Praftice of Truthand Juftice can ne-
ver fail of a Reward in the Conclufion, and the bringing in of a God to the
Relief of a Poor Man, fhews that it is from Heaven that the Needy are to
Expett Redrefs. ;

Here are Two Men at their Prayérs; The One a Downright Plain
Dealer 5 and the Other a Trimming, Defigning Hypocrite. The Former
has a Reverence in his Heart for the Power that he Invokes ; He is not
to.be Corrupted with Gold, or Silver. He ftands in Awe of his Confci.
ence, and makes good his Profeffion, with his Praftice ; Receiving in the
End, the Bleffing of a Reward for his Integrity. The Other Worthips
with his Eyes, his Hands, and his Voice ; but All This s is only fo Cover
the Cheat of a Rotten Heart. He acknowledges a Divine Power, but at the

. Same
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Same Time he makes a Mock on’t, and Provokesit. He ftands Convinog R
that God knows Al the Secrets of his Heart, and yet tellshima Lye to by |
Face. Thereis No fuch Mafque, in fine, for the Greateft of Impieties, 5
a Veil of Religion. This Praying Carpenter here would have made Mem;ry
a Broker to his Kpavery : and we have a world of Praying Chriftians tog;
that write after his Copy. ’

Fas CXXIX.

A for and Gupes.

Here was a Time, when a Fox would haye Ventur'd s

_ far fora Bunch of Grapes, asfor aShoulder of Mutty, B8

and it was a Foz of Thofe days, and That Palate, that frood B

Gaping under a Vine, and licking his Lipsat a moft Delicious |

" Clufter of Grapes that he had Spy’d out there; He fetchds §

Hundred and a Hundred Leaps at it, tillat lat, when he was §

as Weary as a Dog, and found that there was No Good to be §

done ; Hang "em ({ays He) they are as Sour a5 Crabs ; and fo away
‘he went, turning off the Difappointment with a Jeft.

Faz. CXXX.
A Tl and a Lyon,

AS a Woalf anda Lyon were abroad upon Adventure toge-
_ ther, Heark, (fays the #olf ) Don’t you hear the Bleat.
ing of Sheep 2 My Life for Yours Sir, I'l'go fetch ye a Pur-
chafe. Away he goes, and follows his Ear, 1 he came juft un-
der the Sheepfold : But it was fo well fortify’d, and the Dogs
afleep fo Near it, that back he comes Sneaking to the Lyna. ¢
ain, and tells him, There are Sheep Yonder (fays he) *tis true,
but they are as Lean as Carrion, and we had e'en as good let
em alone till they have more Flefh on their Backs.

The Morar of the Two Fables ghove.

*Tis Matter of Skill and Addrefs, when a man cannot Honeftly Compafs what

bewogld be az, to Appear E d Indj j
pibsrsnluln A ipp g@ and Indifferens upon Al Repulfes and Dif
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REFLEXTION.

"T's a Point of Good Difcretion to make a Virtue of Neceffity, and to
Content our felves without what we cannot get, though we have never fo
much aMind to’t ; for tis a Turn of Art to feem to Defpife what we can-
not Compafs, and to put off a Mifcarriage witha Jeft; Befide, thatitis
Better to have People think a man could Gain Such or fuch a Point if he
Would, then that he Would, but cannor.

The Foxes Put-off in This Fable, is a moft Inftructive Point of Philofo-
phy towards the Government of our Lives; Provided that His Fooling
may be made Our Earneft; as it would be much for our Honour and
Quiet fo to be. No man fhall ever be Miferable, if he can but keep Clear
of the Snare of Hopes and Fears ; and Antidose himfelf againit the Flatte-
ties of the One, and the Alarms of the Qther : It is a High Point of Chri-
ftian, as well as of Civil Prudence ; fora man to fay Thus to Himfelf be-
fore-hand, of 2 Thing that he has a Mind to [ If I cannot get it, I[ball be Ber-
ter without i8] Or if he can but fay after the Miffing of it, [ Ir was better

* Loff then found.] Now if we cannot Arrive at the Pitch of makiniThis
tl

Indifference 2 Virtue indeed, we may however fo Difguife it yet, (though
ina cafe of Neceffity ) asto make it Look like one : Not but that it would
be much better if we could Attain to the Perfection it felf, as well as we
may in Appearance Cover the Difgrace.
1 knew a Fine Lady once, and Eme was a Woman of Senfe, Quality, and
a very Generous Mind. Shelay under Mortifications in abundance, and
yet was never Obferv’d to be Peevith or. Angry upon any Provocation
Whatfoever ; and the Reafon {he gave for’t was This: [ "It Will make Me
Look Old,] So that it is not fo much the want of Ability to mafter our
Affections, as the want of Refolution to go thorough with the Experi-
ment. 'This is a way to keep us Firm in Al Tryals: or if He, that upon
a True Principle, lives without any Difquiet of Thought, may be faid to
be Happy : It Emproves all our Difappointments into Providences, when
he can let fall the Vain Defire of any thing without feeling the Lofs of it.
It comes All to a Cafe now, upon the force of the Moral, whether we
Quit, as the Fox did the Grapes, becaufe he could not come at them, df as
the Wolf did the Sheep, becaufe he durft not Venture upon ’em. But be
it either the Onie or the Other, there’s  Virtue, and a Bleffing in’t, Both
ways, in getting the Better of our Paffions; which migh certainly bedone,
if we had but half the Tendernefs for'cur Minds and Confciences, that we
have for our Carcafles, and.our Fortunes. . O i

CXXXI.
A oy and & siim!zz‘

Fas.

A Boywas Groping for Eels, and laid his hand upon a
Snake; but the Snake, finding it was Pure Simplicity, and
not Malice, Admonift’d him of his Miftake ; Keep yourfelf
Well while you are Well, fays the Snake ; for.if you Meddle
with Me, Youlll Repent'your Bargain. "’ rh
) R ©
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The MorAL.

"Tis the Litention, Morilly Speaking; that makes the Aition Goodor B1d ; and
even Brates themfetves will pit a Difference betwixt Farmis of 1L Wik
and Mifchance, ) '

REFLEXION.

*T1s Wifdom as well as Juftice, to Diftinguith betwixt Actions of
Mifadventure, and of Defign: Every Thing has at leaft Two Handles to’t,
and Both Parts fhould be well Examin’d, Before 2 Men can make either a
Wartantable Judgment, ora Prudent Choice. - The Bgy’s Miftake here is
no fnore than what we have Every day before our Eyes in common Pra-
&ice : And That which the Snake fays to the Boy, Every Man’s Reafon
faysto Himfelf. What is his taking a Snake for an Eele, but our taking
Vice for Virtue? He did it Unwarily : Aad fo do We Many times too,
He took theOne for the Other, becaufe they were fo much’ Alike, that
‘atfirft View he could not Diftinguith them. And are not Virtue and
Vice as Like, in feverdl Inftances; as One Eggisto Another ? How fhall
aMan know, atfirt Blufh, Hypocrifie from Piety; True Charity from
Oftentation? or the Devil Himfelf witha Glory about him, from an An-
gel of Light ? Time and Examination may do much, but the Boy was
Groping, andin the Dark, and fo might Well be Miftaken. The Swake
"Told him of his Error, and the Danger of it, but Pafs’d it over, becaufe
there was no Il Will i’ - ‘This is the very Cafe of Our Reafon to us,
in all our Mifdoings : It Checks us for what’s Paft, and Advifes us for the
Flbltur;:l, to have a care of Falfe Appearances: Juft asthe Sneke did to the
Child here. -

Fas. CXXXIL
A Fowlet and a Pavteivge.

“ A Fowler had takena Partridge, and the Bird offer’d her felf
' to Decoy as maniy of her Companions into the Snare as
the could, upon Condition that he would give her Quar-
ter.  No, fays he, Youthall Dye the rather for that Ve;Y Rea-
fon, becaufe you would be fo Bafe as to Betray your Friends
to fave your felf.

The MoxraL.

Of all_Scandalous and Lewd Offices , That of a Traytor is Certainly the
Bafeft ; for it Undermines the very Foundations of Society

s

REFLEXION.

" TREAcHERY isaSin againft Common Faith, Honour, and Human
Society ; A Villany, in fhort, that’s never to be Approv’d, how Conve-
nient foever in fome Cafes to be made ufe of. The Fom/er’s here, was
: [
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2 Wife and a Generous Refolution, upon the Partridges Propofal ; for
all Traytors are Mercenaries; and Whoever Betrays One Mafter for Ad-
vantage, will Betray Another for a Better Price.” But as all manner of
Treachery is Abominablein the Sight both of God and Man, and ftands
Reprehended in this Fable : So there are Certain Kinds and Degrees of
it, thatare yer more Execrable and OdAIOUS, One than Another. There
is firft a Treachery by Complexion, which was the Partridges Cafe.  Her
Heart Fail’d her, and fhe would fain have Compounded for her Own
Life, by the Betraying of her Fellows, This wasan Unhappy Infirmity,
but the Weaknefs all this while, does not Excufe the Perhidy, though'ic
may feem in fome Meafure to_Extenuate the Crime, by the Poor Crea-
tures lying under almoft an Infuperable Frailty. The Fowler however
made an Example of her fora Terror to Others. Now if a Treachery
of this Quality be fo Unpardonable, what fhall we fay to Thofe Fudafes
that Dip in the Difh with their Mafters, and then for {fo many Pieces of
Silver, deliver them up tobe Crucify’d? What {hall we fay to Thofethat
Sell their Country, their Souls and their Religion, for Mony, and Rate
Divinity at fo much a Pound ? And then to Confummate the Wicked-
nefs, Finifh the Work with Malice, that they began with Avarice.

Fas CXXXIIL
A Dare and 2 Totoife.

‘ N THat a Dull Heavy Creature ( faysa Hare) is This
‘ fame Tortoife! And yet ( fays the Tortoife) T'll run
with you fora Wager. *T'was Doneand Done, and the Fox, by
Confent, was to be the Judg. They ftarted together, and the
Tortoife kept Jogging on ftill, 'till he came to the End of the
Courfe. 'The Hare lay’d himfelf down about Midway, and
took a Nap ; for, fays he, I can fetch up the Tortoife when I
pleafe : But he Over-flept himfelf it feems, for when he came
tp wake, though he fcudded away as faft as ’twas poffible,
the Tortoife got to the Poft before him, and Won the Wager.

The MoxrAL.

Up and beDoing, # a7 Edifying Text ; for Aition is the Busnefs of Life,
and there’s no'I'hought of ever coming to the End of our Journey in time,
if we Sleep by the Way.

REFLEXION.

. UxnxEcessary Delaysin all Prefling Affairs are but juft fo much
time Loft, befidethe Hazard of Intervening Contingencies that may En-
danger a Total Difappointment.  Let not the Work of 70 day be put off
’till to morrow; for the Puture is Uncertain; and he that lyesdown to
Sleepin the Middle of Busnefs that requites A&ion, does not know

R 2 whether
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whetherhe {hall five to wake again : Or with the Hare in the Fable here,
Out-flcep his Opportunity. A Plodding Diligence brings us {ooner to our
Journey’s End, then a Fluttering Way of Advancing by Starts and by
§tops; for *tis Perfeverance Alone that cancarry us Thorough-Stitch.

Fan CXXXIV:
Qpples and Doyle-Turds,

Pona very great Fall of Rain, the Current carry’d Away

a Huge Heap of Apples, together with a Dunghill that

lay in the Water-Courfe. They Floated a good while together

like Brethren and Companions ; and asthey went thus Dancing

down in the Stream, the Hor/fe-Turds would be every foot cry-
ing out fiill, Alacka day! How We Apples Swim !

Fas. CXIV.
A |Peach, an Apple, and a Plackbetry.

Here happen’d a Conttoverfy once betwixt a Peach, and an

Apple, which was the Fairer Fruit of the Two. They

were {o Loud in their Difcourfe, that a Blackberryfrom thenext

Hedg, Ovei-heard them. Come ( fays the Blackberry ) Weare
All Friends, and pray let's have No Jangling among our felves.

The Moxrat of the Two Fables above.

Every Thing would be Thought Greater in the World then it isy and the
Root of iz is This, that it firft thinks it felf [o.

REFLEXION.

*T1s a Vanity Common in the World, for Every Pretending Coxcomb
to make himfelt One of the Party fiill with his Betters. They ery [We]
to Every thing, and make themfelves Neceffary upon all Occafions, and
to All Purpoies and People, when upon the Truth of the Matter, they
are found to be good for Juft Nothing at all.

[We] dpples cry the Horfe-Turds, [ We ] the King’s Officers, crys the
Fellow thaccarrys Guts to the Bears. [ We] crys the Scum of the Na-
tion to the Bench, to the Court, to the City, to the Church, to Parlia-
ments, and Councils. There’s Nothing fo Great, but the Little People
cry [We] to flill. [Well] do This, and [We’li] do That,and [We'll]
Undertake for This and T°other. This is in a Familiat Way, the Com-
mon Style of the Licentious Multitude, to the Scandal of all Honorable
Commiffions, and of Thofe that Manage them. And This Humour of

[Weing ] holds as well in Matters of State, and of Underftanding, as in

the
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the Point of Honour and Quality. *Twas [ We] in the Perfons of the
Fifh-Wives and the Broomh-Men. [We]againin the Refolutions of Billing-
gate, and Grab-firect, that took upon them to Prefcribe in Matters of Re-
l)igion and Government. [We] won’t lofe our Religion, was the Cry of
Every Ignorant Atheiit.  [We'll] ftand up for our Properties was the Beg-
oers Song that liv’d upon the Alms Basket. And [We] for our. Liberties,
Ery the Slaves of All Timesand Interefts; Nay and None{o ftreight Lacd
a5 Common Cheats upon the Topique of Conlcience. And fo it was [We]
againin the Name of the Multitude, that did Every thing that was though:
worth the Doifig.  Now if the Dregs of the People will be Opening, and
Crying[We]to Every thing ; the Mobile hasa Wide Mouth, and there’s No
Stoppingit. But the Arrogance of the Rabbles Afluming at This Rate, is
Nothing to the Meannefs of their Superiours, when they fhall defcend to
keep fuch Company ; or to make ufe of-fuch Tools or Engines. Tis
not half fo bad for the Apples to cry [ We] Horfe-Tards, as it would be
for Men of State, and Caball, to cry [We] Tinkers and Carr-Men; But
this isa Suppofition, nor toenter fo muchas into the Thought of any Man
of Senfe or Honour. This Fable will alfo bear as Edifying, and as Per-
tinent a Moral, in the Inverfion, as it does the Other Way. We Rogues,
on the One Hand, is Every jot as Emphatical, as We Princes on the Other.

CXXXVI
A MPole and Het Dant,

FA:r.

‘ Other (fays a Mole to her Dam ) Heré’s a Strange Smell
) Methinks. And then fhe was at it again, Theres a
Mulberry-Tree I perceive. And fo a Third Time, What a
Clattering of Hammers do I hear. Daughter fays the Old One,
You have now quite Betray’d your felf ; for I thought You
had Wanted only One Senfe, and now I find you want Three;
for you can neither Hear, nor Smell, any more then you can
See. The MorAL.

M Labour under Many Imperfections thar No Body would, take Notice of,
if themfelves were not Over Jollicitous to Corceal them.

REFLEXION,

BoasTEgs are Naturally Falfifyers, and the People of Al Others that
put theix Shams the Worlt togethet. Their Imperfections would not
be Half fo much taken Notice of, if their Own Vanity did not make
Proclamation of them ; As a Blind Lady that I knew, was never Well,
but when fhe was Difcourfing of Colours. - *T% 2 Strange Thing, the Impa-
dence of fome Women! Was a Word often in the Mouthof 2 Precife Dame,
who her felf was as Common as the King’s High-Way. I knew Another
that was never without Limos-Pill in her Mouth, to Corre€t an Unfa~

- voury
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voury Vapour of her Own, and yet would be Perpetually Inveighing a;.
gainft Foul Breaths. Now This way of Covering Defects, Scandals or
Inconveniences, is the Only Way of Expofing them.

Fas. CXXXVIIL
TWalps, Patteivses, and a Dushandman,

AFIight of Wafps, and a Covy of Partridges that were hard
put to’t for Water, went to a Farmer, and begg’d a Soup
of him to Quench their Thirft. The Partridges offer'd to Dig
his Vineyard for’t, and the Wafps to fecure him from Thieves.
Pray hold your Hand, fays the Good Man; I have Oxen and
Dogs that do meThefe Offices already,without ftanding upon
Terms. And therefore it will become me to Provide for Them
in the Firft Place.
The MorAT1.

Charity begins at Home, but the NecefJary Duty of it in One Place, does
not Difcharge the Chriftian Exercife of it in another.

REFLEXION.

. Cusarrty isa Humane, as well as a Chriftian Virtue, and there
is aPlace for it, even upon Brutes, under the Duty of Tendérnefs and
Good Nature, as well as upon Men ; but ftill with a Diftinftion by wa
of Preference, that it is to be Employ’d inthe Firft Place upon Thofe that
have the Faireft Right to’t : *Tis Oncthing T muft Confefs, to Condition
for a Good Office, and Another thing to do it Gratis ; fo that the Hus«
bandman took the Propofal by the Right Handle in That Refpe : But
his being provided of Servantsalready, to dohis Work wasno Excufe for
his Want of Charity to Relieve his Diftreffed Neighbor.

Fas. CXXXVIHI.
Jupiter and a Serpent.

]?}piter hadPrefents made him upon hisWedding-Day,Greater,
or Lefs,from All Living Creatures. A Serpent brought him
a Rofe in his Mouth foran Offering. The Thing was Accepta-
ble enough, but not the Prefenter ; for ( fays fupiter) though
Giftsare Welcome to me,of Themfelves,I muft not yet receive
any from a Serpent.

The Moxrar.

Hethat receives a Prefent, Contradts an Obligationy, which a Body would Be
Afbantdofinthe Cafe of ain I Man, for it looks toward making 4 Friend=
Sbip with him. REFLE-

R L o i
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"REFLEXION:.

" 2l . R N L T
A Good Man would not Willingly lye under any. Obligation t6 2 Perw
fon of a Lewd Charaéer and Converfation; for befide the Dangerhe In- -
curs, it would not be for his Credit neither, where Prefents are Scan-
dals, and rather Snares than Benefits. “Tisa kind of Incumbrance upon
the freedom of a Generous Mind, tobe in debt to an Il Man, evenupon
any Score whatfoever, thdt does but carry the face of Good Will, or Re-
fpedt ; for tis a Debt that a Man's both Afham’d and Weary of, ’till *tis
paid off. | He lives uneafily under the. Burden of it, and Confequéntly,
it is the Debt of All Others that ought firft to be Ahfwei’d.  And'there’s
1o Cancelling the Bonds of Honor. and Juftics, . Kindnefles are to be
paid iz fpecie, as well as Money. That is to fay, there muft be Affe-
Gioninthe Return, as wellas Juftice.  Now 23 there can be No True
Friendfhip betwixt aGood Man and a Wicked Man, therer fhould be' ng
Tntercourfe berwixt them that looks like Friendfhip, and therefore the
1efs Commerce the Better. As Jupiter, we fee, would have Nothing

to do with the Serpent. . I

Fas CXXXIX.
A Fieaand a gBan. =

A Fellow finding fomewhat Prick him, Popt his Finger up-

onthe Place, and it prov'd to bea Flea. What art thou,
{ays he;foran Animal, to Suck thy Livelyhood out of my Car-
cafs ? Why *tis the Livelyhood, ( fays the Flea ) that Nature
has Allotted me, and My Stinging is not Mortal neither. Well,
fays the Man, but ’tis I?;oublefome however ; and now I Have
ye,'ll fecure ye for everHurting me again,gither little or Much:

" The MoraAz.

Liveand Let Live, is the Rule of Common ffuﬁce, but zf People will be
Troublefome on the One hand, the Obligation is-Difcharg’d on the other.

REFLEXION.

It is as Natural for 2 Maz to Xill a Fled, as itis fora Flea to Bite
aMaz. There’s a kind of felf-Prefervation on Both fides, and without
Ahny Malice on Either Hand.* The Fles cannot Live without Nourifb
ment; nor the Manwithout Reff. Sothat here’s only a Prefent Difpatch
ontheOne Hand, to preverit a Lingring Dedth on theOther. (asaReft-
Iefs Life isin Truth no Better ) There arein the ‘World as. many : Xlu.
ftrations of. This Pable, ds there are Inftances of Petulant, Pragmatical,
and Impertiient People that Break in uponMen of Goverriment and Bufi-
nels.  Difiractions have much in chem. of Flea-Bitings' That is to {2’,

. ‘ they
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they keep us Waking, and Hinder our Repofe. The Fles thought it hard
to {uffer Death for an Importunity : But toa Man that knows how to Valug
his Time and his Quiet, One Importunity upon the Neck of Another, i
the Killing of a Man Alive, and the very Worlt of Deaths.

Fas CXL.

A fiea and Dercuizg,

THere was a Fellow, that wpon a Flea-Biting calld out to

Hercules for Help. The Flea getsaway, and the Man Ex.
poftulates upon the Matter.- Well! Hercules ; (fayshe) You that
would not take My Part againft a Sorry Flea, will never ftand
by me in a Time of Need, againft a more Powerful Enemy.

The MorAL.

We Negleit God, in Greater Matters, and Petition him for Trifles, #ay and
Take Pet at laft if we cannot have our Askings.

REFLEXION.

>Tis an Ill Habit to turn Offices and Duties of Piety into Matters and
Words only of Courfe; and to Squander away our Wifhesand our Prayers
upon Paltry Fooleries, when the Great Concerns of Life and Death, Hea.
ven apd Hell, lye all at ftake. ‘Who but a Mad man, that has fo many
Neceffary and Capital Duties of Chriftianity to Think of, would ever
have made a Deliverance from a Flea-biting a Part of his Litany? Tt makes
our Devotions Ridiculous, to be fo Unfeeling on the One fide, and fo Over-
fenfible, and Sollicitous on the Other. By this Foolifh and Impertinent
Way of our Proceeding toward the Almighty, Men Slide by littleand lit-
tle into fome fort of Doub, if nota Diret Disbelief and Contempt of his
Power, And then with the Country Fellow here, if we cannot Obtain
Every Vain Thing weask, our next Busnefs is to take Pet at the Refufal,

nay and in Revenge to give over Praying for Good and All ; and fo to Re.
nounee Heaven fora Flea-biting. :

Fae CXLIL
A ®an and Twe TWUives,

IT was now Cuckow-Time, and a Certain Middle-Ag'd Man,
that was Half-Gray, Half-Brown, took a fancy to Marry
Two Wives, of an Age One under Another, and Happy was the
Woman that could pleafe him Beft. They took Mighty Care of
him to All manner of Purpofes, and ftillas they were Combing
the Good Man's Head, they’d be Picking out here and there a

Hair
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Hair to make itall of a Colour. The Matronly Wife,fhe Pluck’d
aut All the Brown Hairs, fand the Younger the White: So that
they left the Man in the Conclufion no better then a Bald Buz-

d betwixt them. .
zr The MograL.

*Tis a much Havder Thing to Pleafe Two Wiwves then Two Mnjkr;; and He's
a Bold Man that offers as it,

REFLEXION:

Marr1AGEs are Govern’d, rather by an Over-ruling Fatality, then by,
any Solemnity of Choice and Judgment ; though’tisa Hard Matter to
find out 3 Woman, even at the Beft, that’s of a Juft Scantling for her
Age, Perfon, Humour, and Fortung to _makejﬂ Wite of. This Fable pre-
fents us with One fingle Difparity that is of it felf Sufficient, without a

-more then Ordinary Meafure of Virtue and Prudence, to make a Man Mi-

ferableand Ridiculous. I {penk of a Difparity of Years, which, in the Mo-
ral, takes in ali Other Difproportions. The One’s too Joung, T’other too
0ld; to fhew usthat Mairiage is out of Seafon if it does not Hit the very
Critical Point betwixt them. ~ “Tis much with Wedlock, as it is with our
Sovereign Cordials and Antidotes. There go a Thoufand Ingredients to
themaking of the Compofition: But then if they be not Tim’d, Propor-
tion’d, and Prepar’d according to Art, ’tis a Clog to us rather thena Relief.
So tha it would have been Well, if Nature had Preferib’d the Dos of Wo-
man’s Flefh, asfhe has Determin’d the Neceffizy of it.

Fae CXLIL
Two feogs that wanted Water.

Pon the Drying up of 2 Lake, Two Frogs were forcd to
U Quit, and toleek for Water elfewhere. As they were
upon thie Search, they Difcover’d a very Deep Well. Come (fays
One to T other) Let us €en-go down here, without Looking
any further. You fay well, fays her Companion ; but what if
the Water thould fail us Here too? How fhall we get 